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£ To MEND the 


WORLD) 


' AND TO 

Prevent-the Gr o WT H 

of PFOPESRT: 
LOS SY. © 
Perſwading the Riſing Generation 
# | toan Early and: Serious Prattice 
, _ of PIETY: With Anſwers to the 
principas Cavils of Satan and his Agents 
againſt it, &c. 
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By SAMUEL PECX; Miniſter of 
the Word at Popler. 
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Eecleſ. XII. 1. | 

Remember now thy Creatour in the dayes of thy Youth, 

while the evil dayes come not, and the years draw 
nigh, wherein thou ſhalt ſay, T find no pleaſure, 
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RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 
SS THE 

| Governour, Deputy and 
CommITTEEsS 
E--4 | ' Of the Honourable ; 

\ | EAST-INDIA 
| COMP,ANY: 


'S, P. Wiſheth Temporal and 
Eternal Felicity. 


| | Right Honourabl "8 q 

2 Can call God and the Con- 
| |  Sregation over - which God 
4k <-| and you. have, ſet, me, to wit- 
ali - 1 nels, that; according wo my Du-. 


? A 2 ty, 


© The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
0 ty, 1 ceaſe not. to. Pray for am | 
encreale of your Succels and Pxo- . 

| ſperity, Righteoulnels and Mer- 
\F cy. Thatas by the former .you {| 
|| may augment your Treaſures | 
d | on Earth, ſo by the latter you |! 
| | may ſecure your Treaſure 39 
| i Heaven. Or as. the Apoſtle 


ſpeaks, lay up to your ſelves a food 
| | oundation, that you may lay hold 
| | on Eternal Life, 1 Tim. 1, 6:18, 
| | 19. And can fay withall, as 1n 
: the hearing of my great. T.ord 
and Judge, I have faithfully en- 
deavoured:1n- my place: the/Pro- 
motion of true. Religion" and 
Vertue amongſt all ſorts ; eſpe-' 
cially the Younger; knowing | 
what advantages attend on Ear- 
mh Le how mNgy the | 
. and Happineſs 'of' Qur / 
PO TR Ge | 
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og Y Dedicatory. 


Eh As and State depend upon 
a To & and Religious riſing Ge- 
neration. ' Conſequently , how 
much it concerns us all to look 
ro the well ſeaſoning of thoſe 
Youth that are committed to 
our Charge, as we tender the 


.o 


fiture good of 'the Kingdom 
Moree we live. And when 


confider how too (: adly, true 
thoſe wards of the Poet are 
(which agree well with thoſe 
of our Saviour, Math, 7. 4» Bo 


—Mundi pars maxima ngros 
om - Inferis _ ubi lntus CH 


(re. 


That the moſt goe te worſt 
way. wh And. the many Setters 
we have, in this, Age, whoſe 
d&fi gn. 1 is to pervert Youth, and 
" > T0 draw 


i BY . 
Ft "of 


\nities for Heaven, which 


LES 7 E þ:ſt le Degicatory.; - 
draw them on to Arkieilm, ;Pp- 
pery and Prophanenels;-I,judg- 


edit my duty to endeavor their 


Safety and. preſervation. To 
which end;» Thave. in this, ſmall 
Eflay ( to: ' avoid ++ prolixity /) 


ſummed up what Arguments 


I could to prevail with - them 
ro be Religious: betimes; ſhew- 
ing them both the Neceſſity, 


Reaſonableneſs and Advantage | 


of an early Dedication of them- 
ſelves td Godis” 27h crigf 
RUG Oo cal's; (ſequn, 
Multa. ferunt anni vementes commada 
Multa recidentes ademunt. Hor. 


= And that Youth affords them 


many Adjuments:and: _— 
2L Age 


will deprive them of. 
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wo OE oor et =, 


Now :- 
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Patronage 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
- Now" my: Reaſons - (Right 
of Craving-- your 


: of: +0 mall a  Waiks 
are thefe,'! # 


L Mygrear Obligations" "* you, 
' which 1 ain«Wvilling' to take this 


ttunir}-x6 acknowledge to 


hed World: "A* "gteat part” of 

"my Hincrkagemers and Main- 
/tenance” in the place where 1 
amy til trom. your Boun:- 
oY. NV RL SDE 


And eranſe 1 know your 
countenance ofthis. Undertaking 


will render it. much more ac- 


ceptabte't to thoſe” for. whom ir 
is deſigned; The Hand oft-times 


HR the Gift. If there- 


fore you ſhall pardon my pre- 


ſinydion; and-:Recommend it 


To the Youth you have relation 


A 4 7 0y 
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; that en Þ may! in ang petul 
' Progeny rifing; -up, to ay pra 
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' your Vercues, as well-as Riches. 
TY} _ Whichthat your mays ll M4 f 


a8 Prayer of «cr | 
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T0 THE 


YOUTH 


OF-THE 


PxRISH of STEPNET, 
eſpecially thoſe of the Hamblet 


of Popler and Blackwall, which are 
under my more particular Charge ; 


G6; -wiſketh Early Piety and 
Endleſs ys 


_ Tourreoſts Youths, 


—_ zs by ſame derived from Re- 

W ligando, berauſe it binds us to 
Goa ; by others from re Elegendo, 

a choof ing. agaut; Max firſt choyce is uſually 
evil, and when he comes to ſee his Error and 
chooſe again, he mends his choice, That 
you may make the beſt choice at firſt, and ſo 
prevens np tronble to your ſelves, is my 
earty deſire. And therefore I have in 
this Efſay recommended Religion and the 
timely 


To the Youth. 
timely and. ſerious prattice of it to you, your 
youth. And however you-\may. efteey.of 
this Counſell now, in alittle time are 1am 
ſure you will ſay it is' good; "and wiſh(if you 


though Satan blinds the gyes of men in life, 
yet death will open them.'it'T have cever 
obferved dying perſons't6 have thi trueſh:ſen- 
W ' timents and notions; the deepeſt impreſſions 
' and ſtrongeſt convittions of a'God,an Heaven 
3 and Hell, the ſouls Immortality," and furkre 
'Y;  Fudoment,of any other.” Tf the: profonndeſt 
HobbiRt, * che rYankeſt Atheiſt 'of :ouriadpe 

. were preſent with a'dying man, whoſe Reaſon 

x Tim.4.2. 7s ſound and\ Conſcience not feared, bread 
nof by all his reaſoning per ſmagde him: to-:be- 

lieve,- that there is no Goag-nofuture ſtate, 

no reward or recompenſeitorbe expeited or 
feared, that his ſoul is like the' Beaſts that 
periſheth, and being once eat there is. an 

end of him. No, the light-of Reaſon and 
Conſcience,and Printiples of Religion, aye-not 

ſo eaſily baffled and extinguiſhed when men 

are leaving. the World.- Non can I-helixzve 

he that hath moFt and longeZF-.eadgavoured ta 
eradicate all notions and ſenſe iof Religion 

' and of a Deity. out of his: a £414 at" all 

times quietly fit domn,: void of:al{\tronble and 
heſitation, wth this reſolve, that ht may live 

as he I there #8-20ne above-him to pleaſe or 

L xy ” YN] chaſe 


megleft it ) you' had been wiſer. For . 
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may ſometimes be an aſſiftant to you in grap- 


\ To the Youth, | 


count for what he hath done. Doubtleſs 


fo ſave, and a Rule to diref} you how to do 


. the former, 'ſo as you fail -not' of the latter, 


viz. The written Word of God: Which telts 


you, the World, Satan and your own hearts © 
(af followed ) will lead you to Vanity, fire 
12 and endlefs miſery: That it is a timely and an 
 \bearty repentance, a lively faith in Christ, # 


:frepertative love to God, and an holy and 


 conShuntobearence to his reaſonable and di- 
«vwerfe Ccommunds, which alone "can make you 
__ 12 this. and the other | World : That 
- without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; 
->ithat your Converſation muſt be in Heaven 
:phere,: #s ever you hope Heaven ſhall be your 
- Habitatton when you go hence. So that let 


the mad Warld ſay what it will, Religion 
#5 #0: be minded as your main buſineſs, and 
the prattice 'of Piety. as ' your greateFF con- 
cern. Aud the ſooner you make it ſo, the 
ſooner ſhall youwbe in_ favour with God, and 
armed.again$t the killing Sting of the King 


_ of Dertors.'2\Which whenever it comes, 1 


Youth. or Qld: age ; will make you either as 
miferable.as Devils, or as happy as Angels. 
1 ſhall-addino more, but deſire you to make 
thes little hook your pocket-companion, which 


ling 


© 5 


\apteaſer toloweor fear, or to call' him to 
"A 
"rherefore, > you have a God to ſerve, and ſouts 


Heb. 12, 


If 
Phil. 3, 20 


To the Youth. 


Gng with # Luft, enconntring a Temptation, 
or anſwering any objettion or Cavil, which 
the Devil or his _ Agents may nake  againt. 
the © early dedicarion of your ſelves to God, 
by an holy life. Nor ſhall I make any other 
Nl «pology for this publication in this Cenſorious 
| EF Pro.11.30. 4ge but this, He that wingeth fouls is, witg. 
#Þ Fir my duty and deſire by all wayes and 
means to promote the good of Souls, * And if 
Among the many thouſand young-ones in, thil 
P, il, I can gain but ,one from ſin ta-41ghs 
reonſneſs, from Satan th God,. 1 ſhall wethon 
.5t an abundant Recompence for all"the' Cim-' 
fares I] can ſuffer from evil men. If nvoith. 
holy David 1 may glorifie God, and ſerve my 
eneration by doing gaod, in this or any ether. 
ind, I ſhall anſwer the end of my being, ani 
of 7 being what I am, Which that I may, 
let him have the' help of your prayers, who 
 compaſſuonately wiſhes the eternall health and 


bappineſs of Your Souls, 25 (2 9GTN 21 
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iſe. #| ot i 5-6 

is, 1 LAUDEM OPERIS, 

tf | Þ to reform the Age, and ſtop the Sluce , 

s 5 "Of flowing wickedneſs that's now let looſe 

T9 * Throughout the world, if to reſtore in one Y' 

"hott The life and beauty of Religion 

[32% Unto thewprigutive perfection, | | 
32 Or.to revive languiſhing piety, Eorks 

with |... F : 

Wh . * Any endeavour may conducive be, 

HY, Tt.muſt be ſuch as theſe preventatives, 

10 ' Theonly means to ſave thoſe pretious lives 

anth ' That yetare free from the mnveterate rage 

ay, Of. V1crous habrts, morral made by age : 


& Obſtepriacipiis, Sin's incroachments be 
who Beſt Smothered by an Early piety 3 


and ' Theyoung men of the Princes muſt be they 
61 ; That muſt the Enemies of Jae! ſlay, = I 
(/ / And gainthe conqueſt ; yourg men, 1t muſt be 
: Your ſelves muſt gain the glorious Vicorie 
Over Ged's Enemies ; ſuch by St.. Fob: en 
yt * Arefaid to Ozercome the wicked ones) 
>; Now'be Courageous, and to lead you on, 
1} 35 See here 1s come a Chriſtian Champion, 
TH That will Condit you 'gainſt the armed files 
+4. Of Helliſh Powers, and berray their wiles 


vg Unto your, View; follow his condu&, let 
Ty * TYoyr Eyes be now upon his Counſels ſer 
a. | Hearken 


In Laudem Operis. 
Hearken unto his-Exhortations, bend 
Your minds to = —_ of o_ a friend 
Thar ſees your 4anger,.and cndeavours.ghus © ., .; 
Tqg-render you ar faſt Viiogous 407 5 01% 0109) 


| WW © Sl 


' 7itbs, let your pratice be his praiſe, as one 


That ſeeks no more, the profir's {Hill your own, 


” 


FAA IG 4 y4 I 


- 


4 3. 4,885 $4 SAS 4, 4/a 

SAS SSENARERS: LEAK 
| | Books lately Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt ar 
: +, the Bible and Three Crowns in Cheapſide. 


a Ne Hundred Sele& Sermons on ſeveral Texts : 
WP | / Preached by Tho. Horton, late of St. Hellens, 
| Zonton. Printed from his own Manuſcripts left un- 
{ der his hand. _ 
179%, « 7} »**Sermons by the fame Author on 42h. Palm : 42, 
-5,1> . Þ $gT, 63. Pſalm. . | 
5 v3 - Several Diſcourſes: concerning the acual Provi- 
TES" 110 dence of God, in $55. Sermons on ſeyeral Texts: by 
| $69) * Zohn Collings, D. D. 


why 
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152 .; *Sermons of Grace and Temptation : by Tho.Froyſel 
' 93%! + late Miniſter of Clunme in Shrop-ſhire.. 


(fr .* Kmgdom of God among Men, with a diſcourſe of 
£ viinlÞ © Uniry and Schiſme::- by Fohn Corbet, Author of In- 
i975 > rereſt of: England; © | 
0k8 « Chriſt diſplayed as the choyceſt Gift, and Beſt 
Ta 3 Maſter; by Nath. Heywood. 
# - Glimpſeof Eternity 3 by Abraham Caley. 
bi _An Expofition on the Aſſemblies Chatechiſme ; by 
': The. Vincent. | 
,} Divine Conſolations againſt the fear of Death ; by 


ER 7 Fobln Gerrard... 
{df ; - Mr. Edward Wiff's Legacy. 
* Counſel and comfort- or Troubled Souls : by 
Hen. Wilkinſon, D.D. 
' A Warning to young men, in an Impartial Relati- 
| onoof the horrid murther ated by Robert Brinkburſs. 
.: © A practical Diſcourſe of Prayer ; wherein 15 hand- 
: led the nature and duty of Prayer 3 by Tho. Coþbrt. 


Of 


| Books ſold h Tho. Parkhurt. 


of quenching the Spirit ; the evil of ir, in reſpeR 

borh of- its cauſes and effeas, diſcovered; by 
xud-fa OI 4 ad 

'Te- ing of London encouraged and im- 
proved in ſeveral meditations ; by Samuel Rolls. 

The ſure way to Salvation 3 or a Treatiſe of the 
Sainrs myſtical -Union with Chriſt; by Richard 
— cingular by the £: ho 

S , by ame Author. 

The miſchief of fn: by Tho. Watſon. 

The Childs Delight 3 together with an Enguſh : 
Grammar. 

Reading and Spelling made eaſie:; both by. Tho. 
Lye « 

Im Young-mans Inſtrugor, and the Ofd-mans 

rancer ; being an Explanation. of the Af- 
> ablies Catechiſm, 


in Chains, made free by Chriſt 
their ty Ing er by Tho. Doolitle. 5 


Eighteen Sermons preached upon ſeveral Texts 
of Scripture, by William Whitaker. | 
The life and death of Edmund Stanton, D. D. To- 
which is added, a Treariſe of Chriſtian-conference 3 
and a Dialogue berween a Miniſter and a Stranger, - - 
Sin the plague of Plagues,' or ſinful fin the worſt 
of Evils 3 a6 Ralph Venning, M.A. 
4 Caſes of Conſcience praically reſolved; by F.. 
Orman. 


"The Faithfulneſs of God conſidered and cleared, 


1m the great Events of his- Word ;'or a Second pore” 


of the fulfilling of the Scriptapes; ; 
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Cordial Endeavour. 


T O 


$ Prevail with YOUTH to be Pious. 
y Tho. ; | be, | 

d-mans | kb 1 

Ince the firſt quarrell ir the Garden 

| Texts between Man and the Devil, where- 

IS, in Satan proved to {ucceſſefal, he 

ence; | hath never wanted Seconds to take” up his 


noer, ** | Weapons and manage his warfare againſt 
e worſt. | the promiſed ſeed.. God told the *Wontan | 
+ then, T7 Will put enmity, and hath it not. Geri. 2, 
4 by 7+. 2 provel true ? Hath jr not been {o all along 15: 
cleared, | from Adam to Noah, from Noah to Abra- | 
nd part” | ham, and foto Chriſt? Mark the whole 
 _  , paſſages of our Saviours life, and tell me 

: what day was not to him a periecution ? 

'. how was he toſſed from poſt to pillar, and 
 » from one danger to another ? How many 
4 wiles: and fnares did«the Enemies contrive 
Big B and 


F 
Av 


AI 


AmOS 2. 
laft. 


Deurt. 28. 


An Endeavour to prevail as 


and lay for him,that they might take him and 


' put him to death ? which though. he long & 


voided, yet at length this their wicked 
purpoſe was effeGted. And now the Cap- 
tain is taken,the Soldier muſt look to ſuffer; 
when the principal is ſlain, the followers 
muſt expect to bleed. The apprehenſion of 
Chriſt could not quench or {artisfie the 


_ . bloody thirſt of thele blinded Fews, but ha- 


ving laid hands on the leader, they eagerly 
ſock "after all the herd. Having rent the 
Lamb from the fold, they ſeek ro worry 
the whole Flock, as appears by the Evan- 
geliſts relation of the . Soldiers dealing 
with a young man that followed Chriſt. 
And there followed bim a certain young man 
having a linen cloth about his naked body, and 


the young men laid held on him; and be lefr 


his linen Cloth and fled from them naked ; 
Fled for his life, and glad he could eſcape 
with an whole skin. Some would have this 


tragedy foretold by the prophet Amos; And | 
he that 3s Couragions among the mighty, { 
ſhall-flee away naked in that day, ſaith the 4 


Lord. But I conceive otherwile : that the 


prophet here ſpeaks of the flight. of the 1 
Iſraelites before thear enemyes, which the } 


Lord himſelf had threatned of old by /4o- 


ſes for their diſobedience. This therefore | 
of the Evangeliſt canpot be faid to be any | 
| | ac- J- 


and 
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jerefore 4 him, followed him in bonds, lefc all to fol- 
be any 1 low him, and that when 
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with Youth to be Pions, 
accompliſhment or fulfilling of any pat- 
ticular prediction of any of the Prophets. 
But an Hiſtoricall relation of what befell 


; . this young man, and conſequently may 


befall any, who will be faithful followers 
of Chriſt in a day- of trouble. Which 
Hiſtory St. Mark records far two reaſons : 
Firſt, to ſhew the trath of Chriſts ſaying, 


That the ſervant is not greater than bis . 


member. Secondly, to diſcover the Ma-. 
lice of Chriſts enemies, whoſe rage and 


| malice againſt him was ſuch, that a bare 


ſuſpition to be of his party, to be one of his 
followers, was enough to'bring a man in- 
to eminent danger of his life. So that it had 
been Impoſſible for the Apoſtles to have 
eſcaped their Violence, had not the Divine 
power of Chriſt preſerved them for that 


" wp work to which He had affipned them. 


or ſeeing this 


ouns man followins of 
Chriſt, they laid hands fas 


ands, on him, and 'twas 


a narrow ſcape he made from them. I 


ſhall notenquire who this young man was, 
concerning whom there are different opini- 
oris. But onely note, his action beſpake 


his affection: to' Chriſt, for he followed 


B 2 (the 


ohn 1 5s 
Lord, and if they perſecute me they will per- ©; 
ſecure You Whic ſaying he bids them re- ; 


his own Diſciples v. 45. 5c. 


<4 
4 
> 


debauchery, the high way to direc-Ir- | 


An Exdeavonr to: prevail | 


.Cthe great Preachers and firſt-profeſſors of 


his Name) fled away and forſook him. All 


:which circumſtances duely. weighed and 


it together,,may make upa:demonſtrati- 
a ove Te ptection: | ons what this 
youns man«did, is-the- duty :of all youn 
_—_ A doe, eh to Cllow Chriſt hi 
is, ,.to be truely Religious, -according .to 
their. Baptiſmal Vow, and. the - Goſpel 
which they proſels and-own, To..govern 
themſelves. by. the rule of ' righteouſneſs, 
endeavouring.to an{wer the hope they have 
through Chriſt. of future glory, and the 
many and great obligarions Chriſt hath 
Jaid , upon them.to duty and obedience. 
Andto convince ( you young men ) that * 
this is your duty, andto draw you to 
the ſpeedy and. ſincere pracfice - of - the 
ſame, 1s the end of this ſtall Eflay and 
undertaking. . Since I am equally concern- 
ed for the good of your fouls, with thoſe 
that are Elder. ,, The ſouLof the Child is 
as pretious as the ſoul of the Servant : Fhe 
ſoul of the Servant of as much value as the 
Toul of the greateſt Lord or: Maſter. And 


- when I conſider the general Corruption and 


looineſs of this age, and think how many 
lie in weight to ſeduce young ones, fome to: |, 
Popery; others to. open profaneneſs and ' 


religion * 


ors of 
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religion 


with Youth fo be Pions:- 
religion. and Atheifm, I judged it greatly 
needful (in my place and capacity) to give' 
warning, to: diſcover, and ſhew you' your 
danger, and to prevent it, by exciting you. 
to your duty.” If poſſibly, I may-lave fome- 


of your ſouls, or at leaſt clear my own. xzek. 2. 
. For when TI read and meditate on thoſe 8,19. 


words of the Lord by his Prophet; Whew? 


; 1 ſay antothe wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely dye, 


! and thou giveſt him not warnins,nor ſpeakeſt” 


to warn the wicked from his wicthed way, to 
fave his life, the ſame wicked man ſhall 
dye in' his "iniquity, but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn 


* the wicked, and he turn not from his wic- 


| —_ 
roads S 
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\ kednefs, nor from his wicked way, he ſhall 


aye in his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered 
thy ſoul , *I tremble, as well to think what 
will become: of ' thoſe Watchmen, thar 
warn not, as of thoſe'people, who are 
warned and regard it not. Now though 
this Eflay ſpeaks more directly to you 
that are younger, yet the matter of it ma 


| be: ſyitable and profitable to all, both. 


old and young. For when Elder perſons - 
hear how much it behoves young ones to 


| be religions, they may rationally con- 


clude .it highly concerns them to be ſo 
much .more, who according to the Courſe 
of. Nature have lels time to ſpend, and 

| B 3 are 


An Endeavor to prevail 
axe ſo many years nearer to'Death, Judg- 
ment and Eternity, than the former. I 
fhall therefore intreat your regard to what 
ou: read, in the Pſalmiſts Compellation, 
oungs Men and Maidens, Old Men and 
Childrens: mind the Word of the Lord, 
which like the rain falling upon the Earth, 
ſhall accompliſh the end for which it is 
_ either to pry” or harden, to on 
either a ſavorr of life unto life, or 4 ſa- 
vour of 1% unro rirg to every SO 
that reads it, - And that my words may 
. make the better and deeper impreſſion, I 
ſhall preſs your duty in this Method. ; 

1. Shew you that 'ris your duty to be 
Religious in your Youth, 

2. Urge the Urility and fafety of it. 

3. Aniwer the many Cavils ordiſcou- 
ragements, that Satan, wicked men, 
or your own corrupt hearts doe of 
can make againſt it. 

4. Shew the Reaſonablensſs and excel- 
lency of it. 

_ .. 1, It is the Duty of young perſons to 
fallow Chriſt, to put on the Lord Jeſus 


.- -, Chriſt, and to make no proviſion for the 


fleſh, to fulfill the Infts thereof. To be 
religious, mindfull of God, and the well- 
being of their qwn fouls, both in this and 
another world, Hence 'tis that the Wiſe 
man, 


t. 
{cou- 


men, 
)e of 


xcel- 


|  mith Touth to be Pons. 7 
man, ſo frequently calls upon young men 
to hear inſtruition, to learn wiſdom and the Eccleſ. 12. 
fear of the Lord; and to Remember their 1- 
Creator in the dayes of their youth; that is, 
know , love; fear, and ſerve him: for 
words of knowledge in Scripture imply 
Aﬀection and Practice, Love and Obe- 
dience. Beware that thou forget not the Lord ye, g. 
thy God, in not keeping his Commandments, 11. 
and his Fudgements, which ] command thee 
this day ; {o that not to keep the Command- 
ments of God, is to forget him; and to do 
them, is rightly to remember him : thus 
Solomon requires thee to remember thy 
®Creator in the dayes of thy Youth; while 
thou art ſtrong, vigorous, and beſt able in 
all the faculties of thy ſoul and parts of thy 
body to do good ſervice. So that Queſtion 
of David, Wherewith ſhall a young man Plal, 119. 
cleanſe his way,hath the force of a command 9- 
to cleanſe and free your wayes from all un- 
cleanneſs, ynrighteouſneſs, perverſneſs and 
crookedneſs, and to make them direct, 
upright, ſtraight and holy, according to the 
Word, Andin thejudgment of Feremiah 
this is the proper ſeaſon for obedience a 
ſubjection. Jr is good for a man to bear the Lam. 3.27 
yoak in his youth. Whether you will under- 
ſtand it of Z«gum cruczs, the yoak of divine 
Chaſtiſements, or 4 precepri, the yu 
4 o 


Ar Endeavour to prevail | 
of Divine Precepts, which is ſo heavy and 
irkſom to the generallity of youth, who 
cannot bear reſtraint, or limitatjon, no 
not from God himſelf, Liberty, liberty, 
they are all for this, not conſidering that 
Aeteriores omnes ſum licentia, we are all 
| the worſe for raking more liberty than God 
\ allows. And men never meet a more 
| certain .and ſpeedy ruine, than when they 
j follow their own Wills. So true is that 
Proverb of ours, Wilful perſons never want 
woe. Yet as heavy a. yoak as this ſeems 
to. be, young men, you muſt take ir up 
ſooner or later, if you will be ſaved; and 
the ſooner, the better, the Prophet tell 
you ſo: 'tis good to bear the yoak, in your 
+ vi youth.” And St. Paul, who paid ſo dear for 
4 ht ſetting out after Chrift no ſooner, gives this 
| advice to his young ſon Timothy, to flee all 
youthful luſts, and.to follow after righteouſ- 
| neſs, faith and charity. And you read under 
| Lev. 2.14. the Law it was Gods ordinance, that in the 
| Meat offerings of their Firſt fruits, they 
ſhould offer green Ears of corn. The Go- 
ſpel of it is this, that God expects and re- 
quires a primary and early dedication of 
_.. our felves to him. | That fo ſoon as we 
come to age and underſtanding to diſpoſe 
of *6ur” hearts. and affections, we ſhould 
fix! offer them to him. Fox with ſuch 
Eire Mop ; df ks offter- 
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1 offerings, the firſt fruits, the green Ears, 
4 the youthfull age, God is well pleaſed ; 
* as you may gather by the favour of God to 


7 whom St, Fohz teſtifies walked in the trut 
7 Theſe precepts and-preſidents from Scrip- y, z, 4. 


 mith Tonth'to be Pons. 


: thoſe perions, who. very early devoted 
| themſelves to his ſervice; as Samuel , 
7 who began to ſerve God in his minority; 


q Foſtah, who at eight years of age did that 


4 that wasrightin the ſight of God ; and Ty- 
4 mothy, who knew the Scriptures from a 
2 child ; and the children of the elect Jan? b 

* 2 Epiſt, 


' ture, are ſufficient to'prove that it is the 
: duty, of young men to mind Religion, 
, to walk in' all thewayes of God, and to 
./ take yp Chriſts yoak:;and: burden, and ro 
4 follow him, who in the dayes of his humi- 
+ liation. encouraged ſuch to come to him, 
q by telling them, that of ſuch was the King- TR Io, 


þ gom of God; 
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Arguments for Early Piety. 


CHAP II. 


Contaiping ſome Arguments to prove | 
the Equity, and Neceſſity, and Sy | 


of this Duty, and to enforce t 
Practice of it. 


S. 1.C Irs, Conn firſt view this ma 
ſeem an hard ſaying, and an har 


and unreaſonable task ; yet upon delibe. 
rate and ferjous thinking, you will find it is / 
founded upon good, upon great, very great | 
reaſon, It is highly reaſonable and juſt, | 
that God, who made you ſhould have the | 
beft of you, the beſt of your age and time, - 
Now our 'firft dayes are our beft. Op- | 


rims queque dies miſeris mortalihns evi, 


rima-fugit. The choyceſt part of mans 


fic. is that, which firſt paſſeth from him. 


Yquth is the Golden age, wherein our ſouls 
are brisk and lively, and our bodies active 


and ſtrong to labour. Now are you fitteſt : 


and beft able to-warch and pray, and un- 
__ the ſeverities of Religion, Old age 
is full of infirmities, dim eyes, ſhaking 
heads, trembling hands, and feeble legs 
Old men are dull of apprehenſion, of bad 


Capacity and remembrance, and clogged 
| with * 
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Sefer 
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1 fitteſt 
nd un- | 
Id age : 


king ; nothing ? "Till the members of your _— 
I 


' are multiplied by. Cratches and Gla 


legs ; 


_ and the | q*obrach; your ſouls quite debili- 
with | fareg an 


: of Babel would have young 
red, without blemiſh, and ſuch as were 0 


£98 ability to ftand before him, and 


Arguments for Early Piety, 


| with thoſe cares and croſſes, which youth _ 

is free from. Andiis there any reaſon God- 
F ' ſhould beput off with the dregs 
rove | 


of old age, 
when you have ſpent your ſpriceful youth in 
the ſervice of ſm ? You read that the King 


e King of 1ael, the Lord of Glory have 


: noneto ſtand in his Courts, bur the halt, 
delibe.  fhe blind and the Jame, ſuch as David ha- 
' ted? Old Barz/llay tendred this as a reafon - 
|; why he was ane 

y great | 
« juſt, | hich is necher ſerviceable nor acceptable 
' to men, good-enough for God? 
' You. have not a good leg to bring you to 
: Gods Houſe, nor good 

| Word, nor a good Eye to read the Scrip- 
| tures, nor a good head to retain nor a good 


' Intellect to apply or improve what you 
)all 


t-to wait on the King at 
Fernſalem, his old age; and is old ape, 


hen 


ars-to hear his 


read or hear, God be ſerved now and 

not before ? Hath God given you thoſe 

members, ſenſes and faculties perfect and 
ood, and will you not employ them in 
is ſervice till they are ſpoiled and fit for 


decayed ? is there any Teaſon for 


this ? 


men, well favon- Dan, 1. FR 


: Arguments for Early Pety. 
this ? Were, you to.prelent a gift to the 
King, would you not preſentthe beſt you 
have? how. much more ought you to do 
this to God ? dare you think he deſerves 
leſs than man, or will be put off with what 


. man will not accept ? If. you. do, you are 


Mal. 1. 8. 


vilely miſtaken. If you. offer the blind for 
ſacrifice, is it not evil, or the lame gnd the 
fick,, ts it not evil ? offer it now unto; thy, 
governour, will he be Pleaſed with thees 
or accept thy perſon, ſaith the Lord of hoſts 2 
Take heed therefore you do not reſerve. 

that for God, which you would be atha-, 
med to offer to man : he will not accept it, 
nor is there any. reaſon he ſhould. 'Tis. 
highly reaſonable and juſt you give him the; 
belt of all, from. whom you receive all you 
have and hope for. | | 

S. 2. Youth is the moſt ſeaſonable time 

for Religion and rhe ſervice of God. Then 

axe men moſt capable of inſtruction, advice 

and Coynlel ; then are they moſt flexible 
and moſt apt and eaſte to be wrought upon, 

to be brought to a good courſe of piety: 
and Religion. Per: ad omnem diſciplinam 

ſunt flexibiliores : ad omnem diſciplinam 
tardior eſt ſeneftns. There is a vaſt difference 
between Youth and old age, in reſpect of. 
diſcipline and flexibility. The Wax when - 
'rjs {oft receives the beſt and faireſt impreſ.- 
| ſion, 
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Arguments for early Piety. 


fion ; the Tree while young is moſt eaſily 


of wholfome inſtruction, and -moſt eaſily 
brought to any thing that is good. Re- 
member this, you: thar are young, if you 
ſhall neglecr Religion, flighr and ſhun the 
wayes and Commands of God now, and 
vanquiſh all thoughts of God and his ſervice 
till you are old ; you cannot imagin what 
an bard matter you will find' it then, to 
diſpoſe-your-minds to holinels, and fratne 
your lives to F -—ns and Religion: -as 
hard a matter;S for an aged perſon to learn 
to read well in a 'day that never knew a 
letter in all his life. We fay ofa man; 
who hath long addicted himſelf to {loth; 
he cannot work.” Why what is the matter ? 
hath he not his limbs, his healch, his 
ſtrengrh, and a Calling to imploy them in ? 
yes, biit he hath gotten ſuch an habit of idle- 
neſs that he cannot work, he had rather ſuf- 
fer than labour, want then work. Thus 'tis in 
reſpect of Religion, if you now addict your 
ſelves to impiety and fin, *and are wholly 
nnhinged as to Religion and the ſervice of 


God, while you are young, in old age ' 


you will find- a kind of impoſlibility to be 
otherwiſe, to: change your courſe, ſeri- 
ouſly to mind Religion, to brook an holy 


and ſtrict courle'of life, to imitate, obey 


and 


<p 


"4 


Pro. 22. 6. 


FT 4 Tim. 2. 
| b- 25, 26, 


4n the way he ſho 


Arguments for tarly Picty. | 
and follow Chriſt whitherſoever he calls } 
you,though 'tis to ſave your immortal ſouls. * 
here is very much in thoſe words of | 
Solomon to this purpoſe ; Train up a child | 
uld goe, and when he is old 
he will not depart from if If thowart trained ' 
up in fin, trained upin a looſe, licentious ' 
courſe of living.in thy youth, when thou 
art old thou wilt not depart from it. Men 
think when they are old, then they wall 
mend, then they will forſake their evil | 
wayes, leave their youthful vices, and be- 
come marvellous devout, lily, heavenly, 
and cloſe followers of Chriſt.But very hard- - 
'tis the way you haye been trained up in, 
courſe you-have many years been ac- | 
cuſtomed to, and you caunot now alter or 
depart from ir. No leſs power than that 
which ſtops the Sun in its courſe, and turns | 
the Rivers of the ſouth, can ſtay thy carier, 
or turn thee out of the way wherein thou 
haſt ſo long walked. St. Parl makes it 4 
Peradventure, if ſuch repent and recover 
themſelves out of the ſnare of the Devil. 


When men have deferred repentance 1o 
long, and been the willing captives of Satan 
ſo many years, 'tis an hazard if they repent, 
recover themſelves, and return to God. 
When the Devil had gotten poſſeſſion of 
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' a matter to caſt him out, that the diſciples Mark 9- 
of Chriſt could not doeit, with all their 2%: 27+ 


power and prayers; when Chriſt had dil- 
poſſeſſed him, .and obtferved with what 
extremity, foaming and renting, the Devil 
came forth, he asked the Father of the 
poſſeſſed, how long this had hapned to his 
ſon ? Anſwer is made of a child. So if Satan 
get poſſeſſion of you in your childhood 
and youth, and continue till you are old, 
he will plead right and title to you then, 
and if ever he be diſpoſſefſed it will be with 
great pain, great grief and forrow, yea and 
with no ſmall hazard of your life; I mean 
the life of your ſoul, for he will hold faſt 
and rent you to purpoſe e're he part with 
you. As $098 old Polycarpus laid concern- 
ig Chriſt, Theſe eighty ſix years he hath 
been my Maſter,and I his Servant,ſhall I de- 


ny him now, or leave him now at laſt caſt ? 


No, I will dye firſt. So doth Satan ſay 


concerning men; This perſon hath ſerved 
me from his youth, I have been his maſter 
theſe forty, fiſty, ſixty years, and ſhall I let 
him go now art laſt caſt? no I will keep 
him mine to the end,if all the power of hell 
can doe it. Therefore now is the fitteſt and 
moſt ſeaſonable time to make choice of the 
Maſter you intend to follow and ferve, 


Chriſt or the Devil; one muſt be,and which 
| _ you 


ov: 


6 
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| you talte to now, tis ; [probable will | 
Pick r6 and ſerve” a, TUX Dy Day. 
Moreover,” if you conſider the $56 
| a Diſciple of Chriſt; and fincere or 
I bf of Relipion, "you will find Youth Ly moſk 
l i | proper Seaſon to attain them in.. If you. "will 
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be Diſciples of. ChAR; true Chiriſtiaus, and | 
unfeignedly religious, you, muſt be hamble | 
and' broken in heart” far. ſin. > Sbul-coms. 
punCtion' is neceflary” to. Salvation,.. Stp 
Peters Converts to Chiift were humbleand 
AB 2: 37: pricked in thetr hearts, and cried out,, Men 
and Brethen what ſhall we doe ? you, muſt ej, 
ther mourn for ſin here,or burn for fin h is 
\ after: Sow in tears if you will reap 31 joy-. 
C11 the time's youth is moſt ſeſonable for aig 
$1101 The ſooner you begin to mourn for ſin, your, 
ti 081 forrow is ke to be the lefs heavy, and the 
| more kindly. Your hearts have upon them 
| a natual hardneſs,” and if by neglect of re- 
| pentance they gather a Contracted 'hard- ' 
| neſs too, they will be broken: with the. | 
fl more difhculty. Cuſtom in fit takes away 
ti the ſenſe of it; and the Joy wer you. con- 
timze'n it, the more will youtind ; ai ſente- 
FS Tefs ſtupidity! growing - upou your fpiruts. 
Your Conſciences, that are;now tender and 
rimerous, and fontwhat ſhie and fearfull- of 
fin, will by degrees grow hard and ſeared, 
an paſt feeling. Doe.you notknow this 


by 
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by experience; that thaſe ſins which a fey 
years fince, were a great tertor to'you, you 
cau now commit withour the leaſt trou- 
ble ? if an Oath or a Curſe had ſlipt from 
you, 'or if you had been overtaken with in- 
temperance, what ftirigs and gripes have 
you felt after it? but now you are fre- 
quently guilty of thele Crimes, we with- 
out the leaſt remorſe or trouble for them. 
Therefore now is the.time for this work, 
our con{ctences and hearts are ten- 
der and free from contracted hatdneſs; for 
the longer you delay, the more difficult 
will it be to ring yu hearts to this duty: 
Again, you mult forſake ſin, your hearts 
muſt- not only be broken for, but alſo brc- 

ken off from fl. Tot muſt repent and turn 


'- from\all your eyil wayes, otherwiſe iniquity 


will be your ruine, and you will periſh by it ; 


' and the longer you continue in fin, the 


harder will ic be to fogſake it. Cuſtom 
will become a ſecond nature to you, and 
the changing o 
changing the 

paras ſpots, When once fin gets rooting 
in the heart,and enſlaves and captivates the 
affeQions, 'it will be extream difficult to 


life and ſtrength,you may 
C wy wich 
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ye the better ſugceſs oppoſe jt, and with: 
the greater eaſe gain,vitary over Jt Now 
is the time'to open Your hearts and giveen- 
rertainment to Chriſt, whois faid 76 knock, 
at theſe doors by . his” Word and Spirit, 
which you muſt open to him, as ever you 
expect he ſhould open heaven to you; aud 
become ſubject to him in-his Kingdom of 
Grace,, if.ever you will rejgn with him in 
his Kingdom of Glory. . And doubtlels, the 
fitteſt ſeaſon for it is now in. youth, for; if 
you. ſhut theſe doors now,. you; will find 
them faſt bolted and barred when yon are 
old; Sin in the ſoul is like ruſt .in_lfon,, it 
renders. it unapt to' move, though ; palled 
with great ſtrength. ' The 'Dewtis: a ſub- 
til adverſary, and the longer. yay ;permit 
him to hold poſſeſſion of this Royal fort, 
the more will he fortifie it againlt. Chriſt, 
and beat off with the more eaſe; | wharever 
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pinch you in Qua ape? 


Wan poverty 
ae art Reli- 
ious inthy youth rfl thy lit6llay 


up a ſtock of. orace an DARE os of 
prayers and JOHN works, itt "volithi, then 
thine ol4 age cantior bur. be "Artetided* with 

joy and comfort, peace: and” Pletity You 
ſay uſually, you mo work” hol [yore are 
young to keep you” Weny ot yr 'Tis 
true here,you muſt work ih e works of God 
and of Religion White [you are Young,” to 
fapport you, comfort you, and' keep 'on 
from eur when” you are old.” Ds but 
think, what peace, what comfort, andld 

min can have, who 1s about'o teave"the 
world,and hath all che fins of his youth fly- 

Ing in his face, following ar bis heels, and 
waiting when death ſhall ,Bive: them an 'op- 

portunity to accompany himto; Jtdgment. 

When he ſhall remember that jn his youth | 
he forgat God, and ipent the prime of his 
years 1n the Devits ſervice, in Fyoting" and 
drunkenneſs, chamberin "g 24, wantonneſs, i in 
: I ay, eace,” What 

comfort can * eHow: oy a i re heſe things | 
mhereof 1 he ts aſhamed, * whetewnh his 1% 
{cience is terrified,and Ap 'woutided'? How 
toath is h6 to leave the world, how unwil- | 
ling and afraid to die ? How doth his aged | 


heart ake, his ſhrinked fleſh rremble, co 
think 
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think.of Dearh and Judgment? Who can 


expreſs ths. borrox. and” diſtarbance of his 
 mind,;\when his Realop'tells him he is too 
weak. to live, and his Conſcience, that he 
is tog wicked to dye ? Whereas, when a 
mgn caun.truly, fay,. and, his ' conſcience 
bears him. witnels when he is old, that he * 

th laid .out his youth. and ſtrength for 
God, in, the practice of piety and ſer- 
vice of his Saviour, when he can now fay, 
he hath made Religion his buſineſs; the glo- 
ry of God, and his own falvation his main 
work and deſign in his youth ; when in a 
word he can {: 
remember that I have walked before thee 
n truth and with an. upright heart ; what 
an heart full of comfort, what a mind , 
full of. peace, what a ſoul full of joy, ſhall 
that man have, in old age, even in death 
it, ſelf? How , chearfal may ſuch an old 
Simeon (ng his. Nine dimittis, Lord now 
let thy ſervant depart in peace, for 1 have 
ought, and.the eye. of; m >, ith hath. ſeen 
thy. falvatien, which ring © 00 for 


we ?, Therefore if you would be joyous 

when you areald, be Religious while you 

_ are Jug Pualts vita, finis ita. As is your 
C 1. :{h; 


. 


your end be. To me to 


ite,; ug 


Apoſtle: And 'tis the righteous hath hope 
& 3 | in 


can ſay with old Hezekiah, Lord If. 38.3. 


life; fugh. 
live s Chriſt, to dye is gain, ſaith the great Phil. r.21, 
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in his death, ſaith Solomon,” Arid 'yendeteius' 
your ſelves, if you think you'may live vitÞ2” 
olineſs' 5x 
yauth 1s the Tree, upon which the*chvyce ; 
fruit of Comfort in old age alone grow- 


ouſly. and yet dye. happily: ** 


heard a young man fay, he had kepr'the 
Commardements from his | youth, hte loved 
him; to ſhew how God loves the early obe- 
dience and devotion of young ones to him- 
{elf. To ſpeak in the Scripture language, 
God honoureth ſuch, for they greatly ho- 


nour Gad, and chem that bonour me, will I 


honour, faith the Lard. Yea and God makes 
more account and takes more inotice of a 
little goodnetis, a little holineſs: and obedi- 
ence in a young .perfon, than of a' greater 
meaſure in him that is etder, When Ferobo- 
ms child was fick, God ſent him word by 
his Prophet, that his child ſhonld* dye, ad 
that he only ſhould go ta the grave ia peace 
of all Feroboams family.,j becauſe inhim was 
found ſome goed thing towards the' Lord. 
There could not be much good in him be- 

ing 


8. 4:. As it will bring the'maſt 'Comforr,: 
ſoit deſerves the greateſt Honour; ''To ſee' 
young perſons following Chriſt by an' holy 
and heavenly life, "tis hqnourable and de-' 
ſerves the greateſt: commendation. - It 'is 
written in the Goſpel, that when Chriſt 
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reater ſees this he.cannot but honour it, and thoſe 

erobo- \, That bearit. /St, Paul writes to his Romans, 

rd by 0 ſhey - ſingular reſpect to Arndronicus go 5 

, AA and 7#1:1a, as, perſons of Note, upon this K 
peace | conſideration, becauſe rhey had the hap- 

LE pinefs and. honohr to be in .Cyrift, before him. 

Lord. And uy tis the greateſt honour and hap- 

| be- : pineſsinthe world, to be early in Chritt, 


ing 
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early,in.the Coygnant. gf, gzace 


» \ 


than.thee. his. Lard-and;/Maſtet) \mthddart.r 
preterred: before theein_the.fatour and? 
eſteem. of God, both.in.-this;,world-and 
that [Q COINE. Nay: Religion. will, (Are: 
you honourable even,,in the;eyes-of; thi: - 
wicked. Fehoram. amicked King: hanow-' 
-eth and waiteth upon a F__ 7 
proud. Z?red reverenceth theholy Baptiſt: 

' Piety is a filent but a powerfull Qrator;- 
to per{wade all that ſee it, to-loye.and ba” 


Ine: 


K26E,o0s thy. | 


Servant in Chriſt, ?,[is. he Beligigus andide-: : | 
yoted; to. Gog:?. he: is , 


jrreligious and out;of Chriſt; 4sd.ſhalbbe). | 


lhe 


OE Wn PEEIIIE 


nour it. . What Drogenes ſaid. of Rarning}!! ! 


is truely applicable to. Grace agd Religion, 


it makes poor men Rich, old men Happy, : | 


p and young men Honourable. It SIVES ſuch 
laſting honour, . as; the 'ruſty teeth: of, old 


| PC 132.6. Time can never eat out 3, che Name of the. 


raghteous ſball be hag in,everla(t 12g VEMECMN- 

brance. Would you, be.guely great, then 

be ſincerely. gopd..; For true: honour { of- 
which all. men are; greatly.nambitious., 
01 parvas animo Bat, gleria,vires;cimmen- 
ſum gloria calcar habet;;, The. itthofho- 

nour, ſcratch till the, bloqd, :conte,, Bill 

abides) 15 not attained by, building ofBa- 

bels, nor by gathering wealth; -oradornin 


>, + 6A EDEMA 


your lelves with the plumes ofpride. Pha- | 
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Q'* "HERA REA WT POe Pra Su 
. 


Arguments: for Early Piety. 


white living, ſhall be raked up to 'their re- 
proach-and diſhonour, by afi 


ed arethus tom on earthy ſo their ſouls are 
committed to hell, covered with ſhame and 


delivered over to everlaſting contempt. Inq- Dan. 12.2 


piety 


pings, Cant. I. 


: 


- 
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piety therefore is)not'the,mean to true. glo- 
ry. Butthe way to tryeand laſting honous, 
is to ſeek it: by a: Religivus couverfarion, 
A good nanie arifeth our of things r7y#e.uſt. 
honeſt,” lovely, 'and of good report. Fama 
extendere fattis, hoc, virtutis. opus;., Wha: 
ever would be truely famoys muſt be really 
Vertnons. Be faithful, ſober and juft, ho 
nour God and Uo good, and. you. thall, be 
honoured of God and good:men whule you 
live ; and when yoy leave the , world,: you 
ſhall leave your name # bleſſing to Poſteri- 
ty. Your remembrance ſhall be, fweets 
your name a perfume, and your memorial 
pretious.:'In a word, do warthily in Ephza- 
ta, and fo be famous'in Bethlehem. Vertue 
and Religion ſhall emblazon thy, name, 
when nothing elſe will, or can. A Field 
of. ſincerity charged with the deeds of pie- 
ry, camot bur be accompliſhed with the 
Creſt of Glory. | | TE Ks 
| &. 5 Nowygis the moſt Acceptable time. 
What the Apoftle faith of the day of the 
Goſpel, I may fay of the day. of. Youth, 
2 Cor. 6.2, Behold now ts the' accepted; time,, The 
Noontide ,or Evening of thy. life: may be 
acceptable z ſome are received at the ele- 
venth hour. But the Mornihg is moſt ac- 
ceptable: God is pleaſed to tee young in- 
ners looking and inquiring after a Saviour, 
iQ 


Ruth 4. 
II» 
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 true.glos/ to) ſe then! fetting' out for Heaven be- 
Þ DONOukg tires; And ſeeking the Kingdom of God tn 
verfarion,,., y #+jt place; before Satan or the World 
> F7HeſUſty, hath raviſhed their Virgin affeQions. The 
- Famath[ youngeſt diſtiple'was the beloved diſciple, 
5. Whos: and G 


P 
. 
bu 


riſts\firſt care and Cortymand is for 


: be really;/rhele;' Feed my. Zdmbs. O theſe ate moſt Joh. 21, 


: 'F.2 q | 6: i 3 
Jutt, 2074 acceprable and dear to him ; | becauſe their 15. 


L ſhall be) Graces are moſt viſible and conſpicuous: 
while you!! Barty goodnefs is like the morning bluſh, 
old, you tlikethe'firft opening of the Roſe, like a 
 Polterl-[ Diamond fetin a Ring of Gold, It hath a 
e., {weets! Delightfull fragraucy and a glorious luſtre, 
nemorial. every ones eye is upon it, and every one 
in Ephze-\, that's truly godly admires and loves it; 
-  Vertue” Ag.the witty ſpeeches of a pratling Babe 
Y, Name, * zre'many times more taken notice of, than 
A Field * the grave fayings'of 'an old Cicero, fo early 
Is of pie-," orace-in young converts is more obſerved 
with the } than'in thoſe of gray heads. The beauty 
.. = of thejr vertue doth -then ſhine -cleareſt, 
le time." and''rhe power' of ' ir doth” then - appeay 
of the.) greateſt. To ſee young "ones: delighted 

. Youth, * reading and heating Gods Word, much 
ze, The? jn Prayer, ' frequent” at ' Sacraments and 
may be: other holy Exerciſes; to'ſee young per- 
the ele- {ons deny 'theniſelves, taking up the croſs 
moſt ac- | and yoak of Chriſt; caſting off the World, 
ung f1n-.' mortif ing the fleſh with the affeQtions 
SaV1Our, | and laſts of it, deafting their cars to all 


tt: in- 


x Joh. 2, 
I4- 
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Es ;: ®: 5101} 406 a30:6912, gf 
inticements ; and... SUrEIFIR: f, Rl 
ſins, adviſing others {a;to,do..; Toles. th 
manfully. oppoling, ang... 


Tempter.in his wiles, and ,ÞY icles,. f 
lowing God fully, afid with ful ; 
heart cleaving to the Lord, none bur myſt! 
needs take notice of this,. . The; .grace. of 
Chriſt in, them is 0, powerfull, nd; qhe 
activity of that grace;jin them ſo: liyely,; 
that it muſt needs be viſible. And this,tend-# 
ing much to Gods.glory, muſt. ed ren-! 
der them more acceptable.. Adde #0, thas,! 
that your ſtrength ta ſerve Godis greatelt,! 
and Yourtime longeſt; which. gives foul 
this double” advantage : you... may, not. 


£ # 
C a 


only eſcape many, pollutions in. the world: 
wherewith athers are defiled,, to the diſho- 
nour of God, and wounding of their own | 
ſouls ; but you may, bring much' glory, to; 
God in your generations. God hath work! 
enough for you to doe, all tending to his| 
glory and. your, own {alygtion, throughout | 
the whole day of you. lives, though ;you 
begin in the Morpingiof your. Youth, .and | 
continue very, diligent till the. woaty Eve-| 
ning of decrepit 13 -age.overtak S" YOU. | 
I might inſtance in ſome of the, chief, part 
of Your work; you have a Pardau. of fin 
fo lue out, Evidences for Heaven to clear, 
carruptions to mortifie, luſts to ſubdue, | 
; a} 


Jy | Argyments for early Piety. 
non, 21s of 8 gin ee or ftore to lay up, graces to 


Ring ve,” temptations to. reſiſt, 
leg. th {Boe "Relations to mind, and 
ering, Fi ET tos God'and men to diſ- 
CES, e'2'WexE'thoy ;h'fot the whole day 3 


Ca 'ko* Go py this welt, gin''as ſoon as you 
ut muſt? "will, as f60ti'as you can. And as a Maſter, 
Lang of  'who:fath'many ſervants, and a - multitude | 
gs he '6 bjifihels,” is beſt pleaſed with that ſer- 
97 SY « vatit that 'poes 'abour his work betimes, 
| 7 atk nges atit allday, becauſe he doth 
r'the moft ſervice, and brings 
the grunt gain; fo God, who hath 
Sara ay, favork for: his. people and Jer- 
I cr Ou} ole? 8 moſt delighted with thoſe that ſer 
, p[gas betirnes; and continue diligent in his 
e ſh ; ce"'to"the'end. I fay of all others, 
& | thefe=are moſt acceptable to God. Gods 
| Firftlings, are his Darlings, for theſe doe 
| | bil the moft ſervice, and bring him the 
| O56. tory. 

ow is the moſt ſafe time in re- 

Th hy your felyes. I. own” ſouls. At 
ft & 6: Ni be refill 'no.doubrt but you 
'may oe furcelieh full in this great and 
weighty concern; ſoul-work, God-work, 
ete y-work. « But if you make delayes, 
you rum your fouls upon great hazards and 
uncertainties. There are many dangers and 
great peradyentures in a little delay. Your 
—_ lives 


Argtements for \ExrlyPrchy. | 
tives are-perfectly ancertain;':figce no \aph 
is: or ifecured 'agamt bohe Killi 
Shafr. of Death. |'Some Flowers are nipped! 
in the bud; {omeiprings fall jinto the! fea,” 
as {bon :as they: riſe/onr ofithe earth! The! 
thred of life in ſome is foow'eut-offz / and: 
 the-candle blown .oat' almoſt' vas 0001148 
 -Highted.. : When. you: owalk'.throbph a, 
Church: yard; you inay dee little:Graves! 
and {mall skulls; 'as:well as igrear! ones. | 
- And you hear of many {matched awsxy:(ih' 
the full ſtrength and prime of their years; | 
&0 that youtmay dye while you are young! | 
ankavidtoucpicty -and ry be: danmed | 
while yowate young. Therefore 'ris moſt 
fafe to become Religious, :and ſecure your 
ſalvation in the firſt place, having noafft- 
rance of your life for-a day; and' bein; 
fubject to | Death evety'!moment':” No! 
have you any ſecurity of the 'means-'of 
Grace ; though with Hezekizh you had-a 
Leaſe of your Life1and'for'as many years 
as the longeſt /lived Amtedeluvian arrived 
to, 'yet'you: have' no- tffurance” that "God 
will hold: the light of his:Gbſpeltg you, 
to the period-of ' that Tong day!''Now 
you have means-and/ opportanities; 'lishts 
and helps; Sabbath” upon Sabbath;'"line 
upon line; one: motion and call! epon' 410- 
ther, to remember your Creator, to'take 

| Relt- 


eh). 


he &illj JH 
re nip C þ | 
d .the! few; 
s T0011" 48. 
1rOhph 7 
be: Graves! 
eat ones, b 
/ Plague; and by devouring burnings lay 
> Riately; Towns and; Cities in the duſt; can 
-, 13 & 
rt ; ' bread, but.of hearing.the Word of the Lord, 11. 
tis-moſt | 
ure your . 
noafſh: 


d bein 


t: Not . 


eatrs-'of © 


Argae ws fork arly. Piety. 


CEma aghs Religion your: buſineſs, and to, mind Hea- 
yigitlith good jeamelt 5 and-if you:-will not 
dojthis now 3-46: you. will he-1dle.and un- 


fraitfull, ;and.roh tþe- hazard of what God 


can do, hecan and may-quickly:take away 
his Gotpel from you; and: turn. your light 


into.darknels; i that like the blinded. .Sodo- 
mitesfor Lots door,. you thall gzope. for 
the firait gate to Heaven, -and-not; find it. 
He:that:can {weep away thonſands by a 


;k 


find: oyt;.a way: to. bring a famines not of Amos 8, 


foeorhat. you ſhallirun from one end. of the 
Laxd to the other to feek the Word, and ſhall 
z4t find it. I know you cannot be-igno- 
rant, 'that at this very day there are many 
in. England that pull hard for it, to take 
away the Means. of Grace and knowledge 
from you: .. To. take 'away_ the wricten 
Wordz.and to:give you a Legend to read 
inſtead, of a  Bible;z-..The Goſpel: of the 
Virgin 4ary,;or, of St,, Francis, tilien; of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and dumb! Idols to 
wortlhip.ingead: of the living God. And I 
malt itell youz-if.che youth of this Age, if 
the prefent. rifing Generation don't fpeedi- 
ly,heighten| and encreale their regard to 
Religion, and their-eſteem of Gods: Word 


and 
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and Ordinances, - Gods Minifters and the 
means of Grace, I fear leſt God ſhould 
ſuffer- thoſe things to come to paſs. For 
why ſhould God. continue that you care 
not for, and will not improve ; but account 
rather a burden then a benefit ? But put 
caſe none of all this ſhould be, but that 
the day of your life fhould be long, and the 
day of the Goipel as long as it ; yet there 
is fil further hazard in delay, in regard 
of the uncertainty of Gods working with 
the Means: For the wind of the ſpirit 


 bloweth when and where it liſteth. You 


may now feel the fair gales and ſweet 
breezes of the ſpirit moving upon -your 


| hearts, and' blowing fair for Heaven, and 


Pro. I. 24+ 
Oe 


Mich. 3. 4 


Zeche7.11, 
12, 13s 


if you do not now hoiſt the ſails,” the wind 
may ſlack, and duller, and you may 
be becalmed for ever: God may fay, 
his ſpirit ſhall ſtrive no more, or: {wear 
in his wrath you ſhall not enter into his 
reſt. Now God calls, if you will not hear- 
ken, = may call and cry hereafter and 
he will not hear. Then ſhall they cry unto 
the Lord, but he will not hear them. But 
they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away 
the ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears that 
they ſhould not hear, they made their hearts 
as an Adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear 
the Law, and the words which the Lord 
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of Hoſts, -hath*fein mhis Spirit, therefore 
:t iis "tome -ro-paſs thar as he cryed ( that 
is che Prophet) and they world not hear, ſo 
they cryed 'and T would not hear, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts: This is fufficient ro cau- 


tion you to'take heed of ſtopping your 


eats wheh.-they ſhould be 'moſt open and 
ready to.heat.:-Do you not read of Eſar's 
weeping/for the bletfing to'no purpoſe ; of 


: the: fooliſh Virgins going to buy Oyle 


ay fay, 
Yr: {wear 


into his 
not hear- 
frer and 
cry unto 


ed away 


ars that © 


r hearts 


. ng God'1s juft and rigtiteous in all this ? 


too late'; and: of our Saviours telling Fern- 


ſalen, that 'her day was ſpent,” and thoſe 


things belonging to her peace were 'hid 
frony hetieyes? And don't theſe ſad ex- 
amples tell you, rhat there are many, 
who have the fan: of mercy ſer to their 
ſouls,” before the'' day of - their lives may 
be half ſperit? that God cealeth to call, 
Chriſt to invite, the Spirit to ſtrive, and ob- 
ſtinate ſinners are piven over to hardneſs, 


33 


judicial hardiefs, and ro treaſure up to Rom, 2, 5; 


themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath, 


and the - revelation of the righteous judg- 
. ment of God; which" is the greateſt judg- Aft. 28. 


ment on this fide Hell? And may not 2% 27: 


this: heavy-1{entence paſs againſt you when 
you are old; *who wilfully-negle&t God 
and Religion while you are young ; ee- 


Fuſtum eſt ut a Deo contemnatnr moriens,qui 
2 Denm 


24 Arguments for Early Piety. 
Denm Onmipotentem contempſit vivens. "Tis 
jaſt with God to contemn thee old and 
dying, who haſt deſpiſed him young and 
living; not to , know, you then, who 
will not know him now; not to accept 
the blew Milk, when the Devil hath ſuck- 
ed all the Cream; / juſt with God not 
to accept a Sacrifice from thoſe hearts 
and hands of yours at death, which never 
knew how to offer but to Beelzebub all 
your life. Be wiſe therefore and conſult 
your own fafety, which lyes in being reli- 
o- betimes, in following Chriſt by an 

oly converſation while you are young ; 
then come life, come death, if you have 
hold by faith but of the 5k: of his gar- 
ment you are ſafe, and not before ; and 
tis (you {ee athreefold Peradventure, 
. if you refuſe this now, that you ſhall 
Sain it hereafter. Peradventure you may 
dye young, peradventure you may be 
deprived of the means of Grace, or per: 
adventure God may not hereafter work 
- with the raeans, but leave you to a judicial. 
hardneſs. | : 
 $.7- Laſtofall weigh this : You cannot 
begin fo ſoon, but your time will be ſpent 
by that time your work is done. Young: 
men,if once you become Chriſtians indeed, 
diſciples of Chriſt in truth, as you enter up-/ 
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Arguments for Early Piety, 
on a very profitable and honourable, ſo 
upon a very difficult calling. You have now 
a very great work lying upon your hands, 
and but a ſhort time to dilpatch irin, many 
Irons in the fire, which call for your conti- 
nual attendance. If you conſider ſeriouſly, 
in how many Relations a Chriſtian ſtands, 
and how many duties each of theſe Relati- 
ons require, you will acknowledge you 
have time little enough for the diicharge 
of them. For how many duties are 
required of you, as you are creatures to 
God, how many more as Subjects to a 
Prince, how, many more as Brethren, 
as Servants, as Maſters, how many more 
as men, as Chriſtians, in Relation to your 
ſelves, your own fouls, in the whole con- 


' verſe of your lives? Take a review of 


theſe by ſerious reflection, as every one 
is multiplyed into many, and then tell 
me, Whether you can begin to be Holy 
and Religious too ſoon; whether when your 
time 1s gone, you will fot wiſh you had 
begun ſooner, or that you were to begin a- 
gain, that you might do your work better, 
doubling your diligence for God and your 
own ſouls; whether when your life is ſpent, 
you wil not give the ſante countel to others 
that I give to you, and ſay, O remember 
your Creatour in the days of your youth, 

WW. and 
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Arguments for Early Piety. 


and make Religion and the ſerious practice 
of holineſs and righteouſneſs your ſtudy 
betimes ? Let me be your Monitor, who 
know by experience, what a task you 
have in hand, which calls for all your 
ſtrength, time and diligence, #f you would 
approve your ſelves faithfull to God. My 
time is gone, I am dying, and going to give 
my account,l wiſh I had begun ſooner, and 
wrought harder after I begun. Therefore 
mind the words of a dying man, ( for ſuch 
have the beſt and deepeſt Impreſſions of 
things to come, as well as of things paſt 
upon their minds) caſt off the. world and 
the vanities of it, ſeek the Kingdom of God 
and the righteouſneſs thereof in the firſt place, 
This will bring you the ſoundeſt peace and; 
greateſt comforr in old age, and upon a dy- 
ing bed: This no doubt, will be your advice 
ro others then ; be perſwaded to take and 
follow the fame now. 'Twill be your ho-: 
nour, your crown, your glory here, and it 
will bring you to a glorious crown and end-' 
leſs hapinels nereafrer. 
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CHAP. 


Prejaaices raiſed by Satan, &c. 


CHAF. T1. 


Shewing the many Prejudices Satan 
raiſeth in the minds of men apain(t 


the Way of Religion. 


Atan, who is the grand Enemy to 


Gods glory and mans ſalvation, uſeth 
his utmoſt Power and policy to raiſe a pre- 
judice in the minds of young men againſt 
the wayes: of Chriſt, and the practice 
and purluit of what is good. - And this he 
doth by making falſe and unjuſt repre- 
{entations of the wayes of God and Re- 
ligion. 

F. 1,: And firſt he reproaches the way of 
Religion, wherein all the diſciples of Chriſt 
walk towards heaven and happineſs, as un- 
certain and 'doubtfull.' Do you not ſee, faith 
the Accuſer, how the [profeſſors 'of Religi- 
on and profeſſed diſciples of Chriſt-are Fi 
vided in their Judgments, how many diffe- 
rent perſwaſions they are of, and how one 
party decries the other ? One <eriesthis is 
the way,/another that, a third /differs\ from 
both the former : And every one applauds 
his own way as beſt and ſafeſt,and exclaims 
againſt all others' as erroneous and dan- 
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Prejudices raiſed by Satan 


gerous: And how ſhall you, young No- 
vices, of immature parts, ſhort experi- 
ences, little reading and - weak judg- 
ments, know which is right, or which 
to chooſe ? Alas! you are not able to de- 
termine ; therefore you had as good ftay 
where you are, till all parties are agreed, 
and all parties unite and joyn in one, and 
then you may venture. : Thus he invet- 
gles youto ſtand off fram God, upon pre- 
rence there is no certain way of ſerving of 
him agreed upon,and if you take the wrong, 
you 30 whit mend the matter, and had- as 
good, o on inthe way you are in, though 
it be the way of fin, which is the infallible 
road to death and hell. And I would to God 
the Devil had not ſo much advantage here, 
as.he hath z that he had not ſo juſt ground 
for, this prejudice againſt Religion and 
the, way .of holineſs, :as he hath, by the 
many endleſs gdjuſions, groundleſs- facti- 
ons: 2nd; differens. ;perfwaſions' that are 
among(t;:;profeiſing Chriſtians, : and pro- 
fell b polleyrees ion Chailt, For Lam per- 
ſwaded. nothing doth: more ftartle:young 
ONCSrxippdre mare Ttagger old: ones, . cauſe- 
in; the omrxcJepar from, and the other 
to: keep, out of the, way. of Religion, and 
fram [fgllowing' Chriſt. in_ the way of: his 
Commandments, -than the ſhamefull and 

_ | ult- 


6 


[8 


ung No- : 
' experi- ' 
k judg- 


Ir which 


le to de-. 


ood ftay 


2 agreed, 
one, and 


1e inveli- 
1pon pre- 


rving of | 
e wrong, | 
I had- as . 
, though 


infallible 


d to God 


ge here,. 
= ground 
10n and 
by the 
{s- facti- 


that are 
nd pro: , 
am per-' . 


le young 


z--canſe- 


ze other 


on, and 
y of: his | 
full and * 
ut 


againſt the Way of Religion. 
anchriſtian diviſions that are amongſt us. 
And if God do not ( which for his 
Mercies, his Charches, his Goſpel's ſake 
I earneſtly begg and hope he will do ) 
unite us, our diviſions in Religion will 
terminate in the deſtruction of our Reli- 
Sion. For a Family, a Church, a King- 
dom divided cannot i{tand, ſaith he, whole 
word ſhall ſtand, when the Heavens and 
the Earth fail. And theſe Killing Maladies 
to Religion and found practice of pie- 
ty, every follower of Chriſt, or ſincere 
Chriſtian ought to bewail, and in his 
place to endeavour the healing of. But 
yet this is a vincible prejudice, and to 
this ſtratagem and wile of the Devil, 
anſwer may be given. 

1. That there is a neceſſity that there 
ſhould be Hereſies ; the Apoſtle tells you 
fo, and gives you the reaſon for it, v:z. 


That they which are approved might be x Cox. 1x, 
anade manifeſt, There are two wayes, 19. 


whereby God tries his people, and makes 
manifeſt their ſincerity, One is by Perſe- 
Cution ; when Perſecution ariſeth man 

Hypocrites drop off, and Formaliſts fline 

away from the Truth, and forſake their 
Religion and the bold profeſſion of it, 
leaving the ſincere to bear all the brant and 


burden. -The other is by Error and hereſie: 


D 4 | And 
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Prejudzces raiſed by Satan 


And here many that have held out ſame! 
time, fall away, drinking in the poylſon | 
of damnable Errors, to the deſtruction of ! 
their ſouls : While the ſincere hold faſt the” 
Truth, and ſtand to their profeſſion, thereby ' 
diſcovering what they are; iound- Chriſti- 

ans, whom no Perſecutions can alter, or 


Errors corrupt, So that diviſions are uſe-. 


ful, not to beat you off from, but to try. 
whether you are firm and well grounded 

in Religion. And if for theſe you deſert 

Chriſt and the wayes of holineſs, this is ſo 

far from vindicating or excuſing you, that | 
it declares and condemns you' for diſſem-: 
blers and Hypocrites, that have in you no 

fincerity or ſtability at all. Beware there- 

fore you do not ſuffer the Devil thus to de- 

Inde you, and mark you for his own. 

2. Belides, if you reſolve never to be 

Religious, till all profeſſing Chriſtians are 

of one mind in Religion, you muſt never 

be ſo; never ſet a ſtep in the way to Hea- 

ven while you live, nor look to enter in- 

to the Kingdom of God when you dye; 

becauſe this is never like to be in this 

world, If when there were but two bre- 

thren in the world, there was a difference, 

and that about Religion or Sacrificing to 

God; if in the firſt Chriſtian Churches in 

the Apoſtles dayes there were Diviſions, 


( 


againſt the Way of Religion. 


ut ſame | when the number of Profeſſors was ſmall ; 

poylon# now there are many Millions, how can you 
xction of * expect a perfect Union ? He that takes 
| faſt the' up a reſolution neither to eat nor drink 


thereby 


* 


. Chriſtti- 


alter, or 


dre uſe- : 


t to try 
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u deſert 
this 1s ſo 


ou, that | 
- diſſem- 
n you no 


e there- 
us to de- 
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r to be 


\ till all the Clocks in the Town ſtrike toge- 


ther, or till all the Cocks in. the Pariſh 
crow together, or, till all his fingers are 


. of one length, and all the ſpires of Corn 
or Graſs inthe Earth are of an equal height, 


muſt alſo reſolve to ſtarve and dye. Soif 
you reſolve never to leave the wayes of ſin, 
never to look after falyatian by turning 
your feet intv God's Teſtimonies, but to 
remain Scepticks in Religion, and per- 
fectly unhinged as to the principles of Re- 


 ligion, and practice of piety and holineſs, 


1ans are : 
{ never . 


to Hea- 
enter 1n- 
Du dye; 
 1n this 


two bre- 
ference, | 
icing to , 
irches in 


viſions, 
when 


rill there be a ſweet harmony, a perfect 
Concord and agreement in all things 
amongſt the profeſſors and followers of 
Chriſt, you mult alſo reſolve to dye in 
your fins, and periſh everlaſtingly. This 
trick and prejudice of the Devil againſt 


41 


Religion is as old as Chriſt, as old as the 1 Cor. 3. 


Goſpel, yet thouſands have been true fol- 3> 45 *c 


lowers of Chrift, and are gone to Heaven 
for all that; therefore let not Satan de- 


ceive and {hut you out, or make you fall 


ſhort of Heaven by this deluſion. 
3. 'Tis alfo to be conſidered, that 
though there be lome difference and _ 
ion 


Prejudices raiſed by Satan 


fion amongſt the ſincere, amongſt the tru 
profeſſors of Religion and followers off 
Chriſt ; yet 'tis chiefly ( if not only) in" 
the Modes and circumftantials of Religion, 
not the Fundamentals. They are all in the" 
way to Heaven, they differ only about the: 
nearnefs and cleannefs of the way ; ſome; 
fay this is the pureſt way and ſome thart,; 


but they all tend to the fame place, to! 
the ſame Port, Heaven. Now ſuppoſes 
two of you were to eat together, and you} 
cannot agree about the ſauce, will you} 
therefore never eat ;' Or to be cleathed to-þ 
gether, and you differ about the trimming} 
only, will you therefore reſolve to wear: 
no cloaths, but to go naked 2 Why, Cere-; 
monies or circumftantials are but as the! 
ſauce or trimming to Religion ; and ſhall! 
diſagreement about theſe Frohe you from! 
the fubſtance ? God forbid. Let not Sa-! 
tan thus blind and baffle you of your very ! 
reaſon. All true Chriſtians agree in the; 
main ; their Journey is for Heaven, and | 
at the end of it there ſhall be peace, con- | 
cord and haimony never. to be broken | 
more. And to guide you in your Journey, | 
you are to obſerve when differences ariſe | 
about circumſtantials and Ceremonies, | 
which fide the Lawful Magiſtrate is of, | 
and what his Injunctions are in the caſe; | 
| which | 


| 
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which muſt bear a great ſway with you. 
For if it appear not that what the Magl1- 


ſtrate injoyns, is as clearly finfull by the 


* Word of God, as it appears by the ſame 


' Word, Obedience to Magiſtrates is a du- 
- ty, then you are to obey and Joyn with 
# the Eftabliſhed Church ; otherwiſe you 
2; neglect a certain Duty for an uncertain, 
7 and run upon a known fin to avoid what 
# is only ſuſpected or doubted to be 1o; 
# which to conſiderate, perſon will be guilty 
| of. And certain it is, the Devil could nevet 
| ſtave you off from being Religious by this 
* wheadls, the Diviſions that are amongſt 
* Chriſtians, if you would but conſult your 
"7 own Reaſon. 
! hold out becanſe of differences, then ta 
; come in and to be Religious, fo far as we 
* all —_—_ in Religion, 1s highly reaſonable. 
Wwe p 


For if it be any reaſon to 


- get but this ſtart of the Devil, and 

you win the Goal. For all the profeſſed 
ollowers of Chriſt agree thus far, that all 
known immoralities and vices are to be 
forſaken,as leadins to Hell and to deſtructi- 
on, and that all the moral Duties are. to 
be done and practiſed as the way to Hea- 
ven'and happineſs. Now be but perſwa- 
dedto this, to flee all youthfull luſts, riot- 
ing and drunkenneſs, chambering and 
wantonneſs,-curſing and ſwearing, —_— 
| on anda 


Prejudices raiſed by Satan |: 
and lying, pride and revenge, malice aug 
envy, and oppreſſion and covetouſnels} 
which all the ſincere profeſſors of Religion 
and followers of Chriſt agree to be ins,” 
and ought to beavoided, repented of and 
forſaken : And on the other hand, perform. 
all chriſtian duties, which the Word of 
God plainly requires, conſiſting in devott 
on towards God, rightequſneſs and chari-; 
ty towards -others, and ſobriety towards 
'your ſelves, which all true Chriſtians agree} 
-- Qught to be performed and done, and the# 
force of the Devils argument falls. Burl 
becauſe Chriſtians differ in ſome things," 
which are Nijceties, therefore to do nothing 
in Reljgion, na not thoſe things wherein; 
they all agree ; not to leave thoſe vices: 
- which all agree ought to be abandoned, | 
nor diſcharge thoſe duties, which they - all; 
agree ought to be dane, is highly :unrea- 
ſonable : This is to grant the Devil more; 
than he asks, and to give him ſuch an ad- 
yantage, as he could never expect from a 
rational Creature, much leſs from a pro- 
feſled Chriſtian, | 
4. Add to all this, that this is a meer 
Calumny and unjuſt charge of Satan's 
upon the wayes of God. The way of God 
and Religion is certain, whatever Satan 
ſuggeſts to yon; and the ſeeming uncer- 
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| tainty atiſeth from out blindneſs, or | 


Till we can all ſee 
with one eye, or all attain the ſame mea- 
ſure of knowledge and underſtanding, we 
can never be of the ſame mind in all things, 
either civil or religious. How different are 
men in their opinion, in the fame trade or 
calling: Yet the Devil cannot perſwade 
them to lay aſide their callings and 1mploys 
becauſe of this. Wherefore let him not 
by this prejudice keep you any longer off 
from your Chriſtian calling : But, reſolve 
for Heaven ſpeedily and ih good earneſt ; 
and take the plain way of faith, repen- 
tance, and an holy life, which Chriſt in his 
Goſpel hath oleinky preſcribed you; and 
begg 
it, and doubt not but you ſhall go ſafe to 


Glory. For as many as walk according to ga, 6, 16. 


this Rule, Mercy and Peace ſhall be _ 
them. And to cloſe this Firſt particular, 
remember this [. young men, ] whole 
confciences tell you, your lives are yet 
irreligious and unholy ; and treaſure it up 
as a ſtrong ſhield againſt this fiery dart of 
the Devil : Thar whatever uncertainties 
or differences Satan may ſuggeſt to be 
amongſt Chriſtians in the way to Heaven ; 
there 1s no difference or diſpute about this, 


that the way of fin is the way to Hell. 
Y. 2. Sa- 


of him to' direct and uphold you in 
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Prejudices raifed by Satan 
 {F. 2. Satan doth prejudice yoting -meh 
( and others ) againſt Religion, and ſeri- 
ous practice of Chriſtianity,* by repreſent- 
ing it as a ones: undertaking, a 
{corued and/ derided calling ; which*none 
but a company of Milk-4ops, timerous 
women and half-witted men will take 
Joh. 7. 48. upon them. Have the Phariſees or Rulers 
believed on him? what great or wile men, 
what men of repute in the World, what 
brave or noble ſpirits or minds are there 
that regard or trouble themſelves with 
theſe things ? and can you brook the loſs 
of ſuch mens countenance and favour, or 
endure to be lighted and frowned on by 
theſe? or can you bear the reproach of 
your old Cromes and aflociates, that they 
thould digiris notare, point at you Where- 
ever you go, ſaying, There goes your con- 
vert, how like a Phanatick, a fool, he 
walks, and looks as if he had neither life 
nor foul in. him? This faith Satan you 
muft expect and meet with, if you will be 
{o preciſe and fingular, and can you bear 

this ? 
1. Well; be it ſo; Yet to overcome 


this prejudice againſt Religion and the 


practice of ir, think who they be, that 
are offended at your new courſe of life, 
and well-doing : They are the moſt vile, 
| ; con- 


againſt the Way of Relizion. 


contemptible people in the world, that 
vilifie the wayes of God, and ſincere fol- 
lowers of his Son; And it is moſt abſurd 
and ridiculous in them to do it : 'tis as if a 
man ſhould laugh at the ſhining of the Sun ; 
as if a crooked and deformed perſon ſhould 
deride one that is ſtraight and beautifull ; 
asif a company of Vaſlals ſhould vilifie 
thoſe that are at liberty : Yea, as if a com- 
pany of condemned Malefactors ſhould 
laugh at all that are not in the ſame con- 
demnation. ' And thereforc. their derift- 
ons and reproaches are not at all to be valu- 
ed or taken notice of. = 

2, Though you may be: reproached 
for being good, religious and holy, by 
men, yet you are molt highly eſteemed 
of God, and moſt dearly beloved of Jeſus 
Chriſt. He eſteems you as the moſt ex- 
cellent perſons here, and will own you, 
reward and crown you, in the face of 
the proudeſt ſcorners, at the laſt day. 
Thole perſons you read of in Heb. 11. 
who were vilified and zeproached as the 
Rubbiſh and Off-ſcowring of the world, 
were the men ( ſaith the Apoſtle) of whom 
the world was not worthy. The World, 
as highly as it thought of it ſelf, and as 
meanly as it judged of them, was not wor- 


thy of their company; and for whom 
| God 
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Prejudices raiſed by Satain 


Heb. rr, God hat provided fome better thing than 


38, 40. 


the world is. Now having honour and 
eſteem with God, what need you value 
the reproach or {corn of men? This is 
but the common lot of the righteous, to 
be debaſed and vilified by the wicked : 
Feremiah not worthy to live, David the 
ſong of the Drunkards, Fob an Hypocrite, 


and St. Pai a peſtilent fellow, and mover | 


of Sedition ; nay Chriſt himſelf, who 
had no fin in his Nature, and did nothing 
amiſs in his Life, was vilified ,and re- 
proached , beyond what you ever were 
or can be: He was reputed an Impo- 
ſtor, a cheat, an enemy to Ceſar, a Blal- 
phemer, a Friend to Publicans and ſinners, 
a conjuter, who caſt out Devils by Beelze- 
bub, the Prince of Devils. And were 


Chriſt now on - Earth, the Hectoring 


Atheiſts, and helliſh JÞmaels of our time 
would mock and ſcoff at him. For 'tis 
not you, but your godline!s; not you, 
but Chriſt in you, that they deride and 


vilifie. Now what Chriſt ſaid of perſe- 


cution, is true of derilfion : 1f they perſe- 
cate me, deride me, they well alſo perſe- 
cute and deride you ; and ſurely if you 
have your Maſters fare, you have little 
reafon to complain. Moreover, theſe men 
ſhall one day pay dear for their taunts 
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and 


againſt the Way of Religion. 
and ſcoffs at the followers of Chriſt, 


when he ſhall come in the Glory of the Fa- Matt.18,5. 
ther, with his holy Angels, to take ven- Jude + 
geance on them for all their hard ſpeeches 14 15: 


againſt | the godly: When they ſhall 
wiſh their tongues had had as many - 
bliſters on them, . as their Jawes had 
teeth : wiſh that their tongues had clea- 


\ ved to the roof of their mouth, yea 


that they had never been. For they 
ſhall be now conviuced Chriſt was the 


Butt they ſhot at through your ſides ; 


who will now reward them for ' what 
they have done againſt you, or faid a- 
gainſt you, as ſaid and done againſt him- 
telf. And their bicter ſcoffings ſhall now be 
turned into helliſh and eternal howlings. 
Now they would lye at the feet of the 
meaſfteſt of you who are found holy in that 
day, to ſhare with you in your happinels, 
if it might be. Therefore when you have 
any thoughts. or Motions of ſerving 


God and ſetting your faces Heaven-ward, 
| be nor diſheartened by this, the reproach- 


es of wicked men. They are not to. be 
regarded, they did the ſame to Chriſt 
himſelf, you are never the leſs, but the 
more Eſteemed and Beloved of God, who 
will ſhortly convince the mad world, who. 
are the moſt worthy, and render to 

S them 


Zo 


' them, that the way which is called holy is 


Foh. 6,60. 


| So faith Satan to young men, when they 


 Prejudices raiſed by Satan 
them a full and juſt recompenſe of re. 
ward. | 

F. 3. The Devil endeavours to quaſh all 
thoughts and purpoſes in young perſons, of 
being RO by repreſenting Religi- 
on as too difficult and hard for them : Tells 


marvellous uneaſfie, and paved'throughont 
with difficulty. As the diſciples once ſaid 
to our Saviour, when they heard him de- 
clare himſelf to be the Bread of life ; and 
that they which did net eat his fleſh and 
arink his blood, had no part in him. O ſay 
they, this is an hard ſaymg, who can hear it ? 


hear of the neceſſity of following Chriſt, 
of the neceſſity of S_O_ Religious, holy, 
and walking circumſpectly : O this is a 
rough way, who can walk in is? There 
are many harſh ſayings in Religion, which 
you cannot hear, many oy yoaks 
which you cannot bear, and many hard du- 
ties which you cannot do. Can you en- 
dure to hear ot renouncing, the world, 
mortifying the fleſh, and denying your 
{elves your youthfull ſports and paſtimes, 
and all innocent and neceffary delights and 
Recreations? To be tyed up to a ftrit 
auſtere, preciſe life, living like Dzoge- 
zes in his Tub, or an Hermit in his Cell, 

| never 
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againſt the Way' of Religion. 
never giving your ſelves liberty to pleaſe 
your ſelves in one ſinfull action, in one 
gracefull Oath, gainfull Lye, or wanton 
dalliance ? can ous bound hand and foot, 
and tongue-tied all your days? can you hear 
theſe ſayings, and truckle to theſe . into- 
lerable reſtrictions? You can never bear 
it, never brook it, to continue con- 
ſtant in a way ſo diffticulr. Is not the way 
you are in, where you have all the liber; 
ty you can defire, much better ?; Are you 
not greatly imprudent to be bound, who 
may go free ? Free from, the ſeverities of 
Religion, and niceties of holineſs, which 
the way of witdom is made up of, and 
which all the followers of Chriſt muſt 
daily and . hourly obſerve, of elſe. they 
can have no peace night or day ? Thus 
doth this helliſh adveriary, by his wiles, 
wind himſelf into the hearts of young per- 
ſons, that he miay gain upon them, and 
win them to his will, to their erernall 
perdition, if they 'yeild to him. But to 


obviate fo great an evil, be alwayes 


prepared with thele, or the, like Medita- 

tions. | . | 

I, That the moſt difficult things, - are 

the moſt Excellent. Difficilia que prul- 

chra ; difficulty implies excellency ; the 

way of Religion though ditlicult, is ex- 
| E 2 cellent. 


or 


g2 
x Cor. 12. 
alt. 
Rev. I 543, 
Prov. 3-17. 
* Prov.8.32. 


pleaſure and delightfulneſs, 
Pfal. 11c. glory and happineſs. And what difficulty 


excellent ? -what hazards and hardſhips 
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cellent. 'Tis called a moraxexcellent way. 
'Tis the way of truth and righteouſneſs, a 
way of peace and pleaſantneſs, a way of 
ea a way of 
will not men 20 through to obtain things 
do men expoſe themſelves to for Silver 
and Gold, for Pearls and Diamonds, and 
ſuch things as are excellent in the worlds 
eſteem. So grant there be ſome difficulty, 
in following Chriſt, yet oppdſe its excel- 
lency t6 its difficulty, that it will bring you 
to honour, peace, plenty, to a Kingdom, 
a Crown, to Rivers of pleaſures, and 4 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, and you will yet conclude it the beſt 
choyce you can make. 'Tis alſo abſolutely 
neceſſary you muſt walk in this way, it 
ever you will be bleſſed or happy in this 
world or that to come, .and this you are 


<a aan. ans am RV2HD>a< —_—_—ccQcc-. DEP IPRS 


convinced of, ; 

2. Adde to this, that the difficulty lyes 
not in Religion, but in your own luſts, tha 
clog and hinder you in your Chriſtia 


feb, 12.2. courſe, called by the Apoſtle rhart weigh 


which ſo eaſily beſets us. Let a man who 
hath fetters on his feet walk in nevet 
ſo imooth a path, yet he complains; 
wr ereas were he free from theſe, he could 


g0 
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path in Religion, and as great di 
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g0 
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againſt the Way of Religion. 
go chearfully on, making no complaint 
of the way at all. So though . the way 
of Gods Commandments be never ſo de- 
lightfull and fair, yet while you are clog- 
ged with the weights of ſin, and fetters 
of your luſts, no wonder you find ſome 
tediouſneſs and difficulty 1n it. But as 


_ the Apoſtle exhorts, /ay theſe aſide, and 


you will find this way 1o pleaſant, that 
you will walk in it with great delight, 
with much pleafure, and without much 


complaint. And the greater progreſs you, 


make in it, the more eafie and delight- 
full will it be to your ſouls; as it was 
to St. Paul, who met with as wo 4 

cul- 
ties in following Chriſt, as you are like 


to meet with; yet he delighted in the Rom.7.22. 


Law of God, after the inward man, that 


is, thenew man. This way was once as | 


croſs and difficult to St. Pal, as it can be to 
you; yet afterwards it was his delight. 
'Tis true, as St. Paxl, would not 1o; 
that ſlothtpR, lazy part, thy old man, 
will never "take pleaſure 1in Gods {er- 
vice, but thy new man will. Wherefore 


let not Satan deceive you, by his falle - 


impoſitions on Gad and Religian. For 
what difficulty is, ariſeth from himſelf and 
your own ſins. Were you in ſome meaſure 

B-3 rid 


53 
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rid of theſe, and love to them, the practice. 


. of Religion would be more pleafant and 


eafie tharr the Devil repreſents. it-to- be. 


For the divine power and grace will aſſiſt 


and ftrengthen yau in it ; which. is able: to 


make this difficult way delightfull, this 


crooked, thorny way ( as Satan. and fin 
make it ) ſmooth, ſtrait and plain before 
you: Chriſt hath as mach power now, as 


ever,to make the blind to ſee and the lame 


to walk. God by the powerfull aid and 


influtice of his holy Spirit and'Grace, can. 


make thof feet that have been ſwift in. 


the' wayes of ſin, nimble and ſtrong in 


_ the "way of. holineſs ; thoſe heaxts of 


yours which "have. been raviſhed. with 
the-pleaſures of fin, the delights, and va: 


nities of the World,” he can-_ as. Frongly 


and' powerfully incline to delight in his 
Commandments. He-can give ,you_ new 
wills,, afeCtions, defires, new- aims, pur- 
poſes. and ends; '1o' that you ſhall tend 
Heaven-ward, mind” religion, and. fol- 
ſow: the example of his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
with: great readineſs, He gin .make the 
ſevereit* precepts. plealant, the hardeſt 
part and 'moſt difficult duties of Chri- 
{tianity. delightfull to - your | Souls ;. yea 
his whole ſervice. perfect freedom... Nor 
1s God” only able, but willing -to. this ; 

NT nM "Nav. 


againſt the Way of Religion. 55 
Nay, he hath promiſed to help by the afſiſt- 

ance of his Spirit; the Spirit of truth will Joh.16.13. 
gmide | you. Chriſt will be your leader ; Luk.r. 79. 


and God hath ſaid he will write his Law in 


your hearts,take away your natural enmity 
and indi{poſition, and: give you aſutable- 
neſs of heart and ſpirit, to walk zz his ſta- jer.31.33. 
tutes, and to keep his Fndgments and do wr 36. 
them. Having therefore theſe precious promi- 25, 27- 
ſes, cleanſe your ſelves from” all filthineſs * <%FI"Te 
both of fleſh and ſpirit, and perfett holineſs 
in the fear of God; never doubting, bur 
that your ſincere endeavours ſhall prove 
ſucceſſeful ; and that there is no difficalty 
in the way to Heaven, but the divine al- 
fiſtance ane your own diligertce. will carry 
you through.it. | 

3. And whereas the Devil would diſ- 
courage you by ſuggeſting great difficul- 
ty in the way of Religion, know 'tisfar 
eaſier than the way of ſin. 'Tis eaſier to 
follow Chriſt than the Devil, The yu 
of Chriſts commands is eaſier and lighte 
than the yoak of Satans injunctions, whoſe 
ſervants and followers are all drudges, 
perfect ſlaves and Vaſſals; but Chriſts' fer- 
vants are Freemen, ſer into a glorious li- 
berty, and are tiled Freemen, 4 ſervant | _ . 
and yet free, ſaith the Apoſtle. There is ,z, © 
not ſuch an expreſſion in all the Book of 
E 4 God 
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God concerning a ſervant of Satan or fin. 
And when you have a while accuſtomed 
your ſelves to the exerciſes of Religion, 
and wayes of Wiſdom, you will be of S0- 
lomons mind, thar ( compared with the 


Prov. 3.17. 4re wayes of pleaſantneſs, and all her path 
are peace. SE ORE. 
$. 4. And left this ſhould prove too 
weak, and frail, he. hath another, like it 
and not leſs powerfull, ready at hand; 
how , Unpleaſant, the wayes of God are : 
Not only 
deſtitute of all delights. If once you em- 
brace Religion, poo muſt ſhake hands 
with all earthly felicity 5 you Muſt never 


believe a great Religioniſt, one,, who-had 

'all the advantages a Kingdom could afford 

to make his way pleaſant, yet complaines 
Plale73-14» how be nas plagued all the day long, and 
chaſtened every morning. That tears were 

his repaſt day and night, and he water d hw 

couch with his tears. Cries out of wounds 

and broken banes, and want of reſt. He 

fourid this way ſa unpleaſant, as to imbit- 

ter all the pleatures. and delights that a 


1s no where recorded, that the great Foun- 
der of Religion, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, ever 
| laughed, 


bondage and drudgeries of ſin). her wayes 


ſtrawed with difficulty, but 


look for a' merry honr more. 'Will you. 


Scepter and Crown could yield. And it | 
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againſt the Way of Religion. 57 
laughed, but wept frequently : and * the 
ſame may be ſaid of all his followers. And 
can you diſpenſe with this? Thar all your 
laughter ſhould be tyrned into monrning,  : 
all your joy into heavineſs, and all your 
Mirth into Lamentations, Continual ex- 
perjence tells you what a company of Mel- 
lancholy perſons Chriſts Diſciples are, 
and how they cenſure and find fault with all 
that aremot like themſelves; and can you 
take. any pleaſure in: their - — , who 
muſt be your conſtant companions : 

1. Here this wicked warrier makes his 
paſs very home, yet with a little confide- 
ration you may eaſily put it by, without 
any dammage at all. Indeed you muſt 
repent of ſin, if ever you will be ſaved, 
and your ſorrow, in ſome meaſure muſt 
laſt as long as life laſts, becauſe of the con- 
tinuance of fin: You muſt mourn for ſin 
here, or burn for ſin hereafter, where 
you ſhall mourn without meaſure, with- 
out profit and without end. So thar here 
the ' Father of lyes ſpeaks ſome truth. 
The Diſciples of Chriſt muſt be mourners ; Math. 5.4. 
mourners for ſin, though he conceals that | 
ſuch are pronounced blefſed by Chrift :- 
But withall here is a great Lye couched un- 
der this little truth : viz. that in the ways 
of {in you ſhall meet with no ſorrow, 
| which 
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which I.fay is a huge lye: for in the way 
ofſin, there is no avoiding forrow, .. Your 


Pride craſled, - expetations fruſtrated, 


_ the world, failing, afflictions and croſſes 
coming, unexpectedly. upon you,,.. will 


cauſe great ſorrow and , anguiſh of ' mind, 
Thoſe thingsche Religious. and' holy,.man 
can, bear, with.,much patience and, cheartul- 
nels, but; the 
others... For.1 
and friends. foriake. you,. as they did Zob, 


in aflition.and trouble, who have you to. 


{mile upon you, or to comfort you £ God 
will not; his, wrath ts revealed from Hear: 
ven againſt all the ungodlinefs and unrighte-. 
ouſneſs of men; and he is angry with the 
wicked: every, day: Satan cannot z this 
Maſter. whom.you ſerve, will corment you 
then, vex and grieve you then, by adding: 
to. and aggravating of your mileries ; 
but (as you commonly ſpeak ) the Devil: 
a birof comfort muſt you expect, or ſhall 
you receive from him. No, young men, 
be: not thus deluded : A. ſinfull conrſe is 
_ and. will be a ſorrowfull courſe; it” will 

| bice like on Adder and ſting, like a Serpent 
inthe end. | The wages Satan gives for all 
the ſervice-you can do him, is ſhame, 
reproach and ſorrow. And is not Godly 
forrow for ſin, which: worketh falvatt- 
on, 


y. are an, heart-breaking to: 
the world frown upon; you,, 


againſt the Way of Religioy. 
on, better than ſorraw by ſin;]- which end3 
eth -in damnation ? Is: not that forrow or 
kind: melting of the heart by a ſweet 
ſenſe . of Gods, love, which will yield 
more ſolid delight and- pleaſure to your 
inward. .man, - than ever you. found in the 
wayes of fin, much more Eligible than 
ſorrow that worketh death'? Then 'tis 
beter to be Gods ſervant, then the Devils 
VE. cj Ka Fs [line 
2. Beſides,this.is a real ſlander caftupon; 
Religion, that there is.no- pleaſure\to them 


. that purſue and: pragtiſe it, The faithfull 


ſervants of God and diſciples of Chriſt, are 
not required to throw away. all-comfort: 
and-pleaſure in Creature-enjoyments; God 


| dothno where command you to leave them 


but only 1njoynes the prudent and moderate 
uſe of them; the contrary to which breeds 
more bitterneſs in the diſappointment, than 
ever: it yielded ſweetneſs to any in the 
enjoyment. Religion allows eating afid 
drinking, though. not | to gluttony and 
drunkenneſs; affords you to take a fubordi- 
nate comfort and delight in food, rayment, 
friends and poſſeſſions ; and herein more 
true delight and comfort, by ſweetning 
theſe enjoyments with the mercy, love and 
bleſſing of God, than ever you could find jn 
them before : for before you "—_ the 
| LTCa: 


I Tim. 6s 
I'7- 


Ecclel. 9. 
7, 8. 
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Creature only, now God with the Crea- 
ture. - . Therefore Chriſt is not fo ſevere a 
Maſter mas Satan reprefents him. He is 
bountifull enough to his ſervants, allowing 
them not'only for neceſſity, but delight ; 
Gives them all things richly to enjoy, 'with 
Chriſtian moderation. He doth not com- 
mand D4via'to throw away his Harp, nor 
Chriſtians utterly to abandon all mirth and 
pleaſure, but to take and uſe it in-due 
meature arid' ſeaſon. ' Eat thy bread with 
joy ({aith God) and drink. thy wine with 4 
merry heart. Whgt can you deſire more ? 
Religion” gives you leave to be metry, 
thoughnot-to be mad.” It allows you to 
much pleaſure and delight as will do you 
good, and-no more z- and to deſire more 
_ this; is prodigious folly and mad- 
nels. '- 

.-3. Grant that all ſinfull delights muſt be 
denyed, .yet God promiſeth other and bet- 
ter delights in exchange,and I hope there is 
no wrong or injury in this. Are not thoſe 
joyes which affect and refreſh the Mind, 
preferable tro them which ouly ſtir the 
Spleen ?: Thoſe joyes, which ariſe from 
this ſure hope of-an enduring Subſtance, 
are they nor better than thoſe joyes which 
ſpring from the embraces, : the feigned and 
fancied embraces of a ſhadow ? what think 
| you 
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azainſt the Way of Religion. 
ou of ſpiritual, heavenly joyes and de- 
ights? If you will throughly forlake the 
wayes of {in, and works of Satan, and 
heartily embrace the practice of Religion, 
carefully endeavouring an imitation of 


Chriſt by an holy life, with conſtancy and 


reſolution, you ſhall find ſuch ſweet peace 
and freſhing joy flowing from the ſenſe of 
Gods love, the light of his countenance, 


communion with him in his holy Ordinan- 


ces, and in the hope of the beatifical viſion 
hereafter in heaven, as the lyſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the eye, and pride of- life could 
never afford, nor the greateſt ſenſualiſt 
ever boaſt of, or pretend to. And what- 
ever ſorrow you have for ſin, whatever 
oriefs, afflictions or lofles you may be 
expoſed to in this life, for the ſake of Re- 
ligion, they ſhall laſt but a while, a little 


while, and in the end be turned into the 


_ fulleſt joy. Sorrow may continue ' for 4 


night, but joy cometh in the morning ; you 
may ſow in tears, but you ſhall reap in joy, 
you may go forth weeping,yet bearing precious 
ſeed, yet you ſhall certainly return again 
rejoycing, bringing your ſheaves with you. 
This light affliftion, for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. Which text alone is ſuffi- 
cient to wipe off this prejudice of Satan 
againſt 


G1 


Pal. 126» 
5, Go 


2 Cor. 4« 
I 7. 
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againſt Religion, and'to makeyou ſtrictly 
Religious in- good earneſt. | 
 $.5. There is but. this one objection or 
prejudice more ( that I ſhall mention ) 
which Satan hath to diſcourage you-from 
following of Chriſt. He repreſents it as a 
thing exceeding periloiws and danperons. 
'O faith he, you cannot follow Chriſt, but 
you muſt run your felyes upon great ha- 
Zards and dangers: you 'maylole all yon 
have for your profeſſion ; if perilous times 
.come, your Religion may coſt you your 
Eſtates, Liberty,nay your very Lives ; and 
1s it not better ſleeping in a whole kin, 
and to fave all, then hazard and loſe all 
for an humor andfancy, of which you may 
repent, when it is too late ? 
I. Asfierce as this Lyon in the way ap- 
pears, yet you need not be frighted, if you 


will remember, that as greatilofles attend . 


you in the ways of fin,as in the way of Re- 
ligion : In reference tro your Eſtate, which 
you may loſe for the ſake of Chriſt, (which 
you ought not to reckon upon) yet you 
ſhall be no looſer in the end. And what- 
ever your profeſſion may coſt you, Sin 
may coſt you as much. Some mens luſts 
are more expenſive 'to them, than other 
mens conlciences are to them.” Andif 
you ſhould loſe your worldly comforts, 


yet 
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yet yon 'may have never the leſs comfort 
in the world. - For if the ſtream fail, the 
fountain cannot. You may fetch comfort 
from above, if you have none below. . And 
uſually the lefs comfort the finner hath 
from the creature, the more the Soul hath 
from God. The treaſure of grace in your 


hearts, and your hope of glory in Heaven 


none can take from you ; and therefore 
whatever you loſe of worldly wealth for 
Religion, ſhall be abynJantly 'recom- 
penſed in things'of an higher nature ; elfe 


that divine promiſe muſt fail ; Feſwns anſwe- Mark 10, 
red and ſuid, Verily I ſay unto you, there is 29, 39+ 


720 man hath left houſe, &c. for my ſake and 
the Goſpels, but he ſhall receive ar: hundredl 
fold now, in this time, and in the world to 
come eternall life. Whence 'you may 
make this Orthodox Parodox ; no man 
ever loſt by Chriſt, who was a loſer for 
Chriſt. Then for your Liberty, though 
men ſhould caft your bodies into a Priſon 
on Earth, yet they cannot caſt your Souls 
into the priſon of Hell. If they ſhould 
throw you into a Dungeon, they cannot 
ſhut Chriſt out of that Dungeon, or hinder 
the light of his countenance from ſhining 
there. If they take away your Civil 
liberty, they cannot take away your ſpiri- 
tuall liberty. They may exclude = 
C304s 


Math. 10. 


Prejudices raiſed by Satan 
Gods Houſe and publick Ordinances, but 
they cannot debar you the throne of Grace. 
Keep Friends from you they may, but can- 
not hinder God from viſiting of you with 
the ſenſe of his love, and pledges of his di- 
vine favour,which will make the cloſeſt pri- 
ſon a delightfull palace. And as to Life it 
lelf, know,that though men may kill the Bo- 
ay, yet they cannot kill the. Soul. The argu- 
ment our Saviour uleth,to per{wade you to 
fear God more than man. So that ſuppoſe 
the worſt that can came, that men do go to 
the uttermoſt link of their power, which 
1s to kill the body, why dye you muſt, and 
dye you may while you are young ; and 
can you dye upon a better account, than 


for Chriſt, and for Religion ? certainly, 


none in the world dye with more peace 
and comfort, with greater joy and tri- 
umph over death than they that dye Mar- 
tyrs for Chriſt, dye for the ſake of Reli- 
Sion and a good conſcience. ' So that all the 
wrong the enemies ofGod and his truth can 
do you is, with Fohn Ao and St. Steven, 
to give you a quick patfſage to Glory, and 
ſend you with the more {peed to Heaven, 


Phil. 1.23. £0 Chriſt Jeſus, which is far better. I be- 


ſeech you therefore reſolve upon it, ta fol- 
low Chriſt, and ſecure the ſalvation of your 


immortal ſouls, whatever ic coſt you. 
Hearken 
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The Temptations of Satan, &+c. 
Hearken to none of theſe objections of Sa- 
tan againſt Religion. For if once he can pre- 
judice you againit what is good, he will 
ſoon, by another aſſault, draw you to the 
practice of whatis evil.--- 
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CHAP. IV. 


Several Temptations of” Satan whereby 
he ſeeks to draw young perſons to his 
own ſervice, the ſervice of ſin. - 


$1; mn having bid fair to barr. you 


J: off from what is good, his-next 
attempriis ito allure. you to evil. : Being 


prejudiced againſt -; Gods Service, ' he 


. prompts you next to/ his own : In! which 


method as; he is very ſubtil, ſo oft-times 
very ſucceſlefull. As' he that weuld gain 


another - mans : ſexvant;: to himſelf, de- 


cries the. ſervice':he is. in as laborious, 
{laviſh and unprofitable, and. withall com- 
mends . his own as-full: of, atnd attended 
with all good: propetties; -lo doth: Satan 
to gain ſouls, not only reproach and dil- 
commend:the Service: af Chriſt, but cries 
up and applauds his: own. Five objectt- 
ons he hath:made againſt Religion and the 

F practice 
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66 6 The Temptations of Satan 
practice of it, and-he hath asamany temp- 
rations —_ to the way and practice of 
fin, the firſt whereof is this. "Ro 


$. 2." 1, Thedelipht and plemſare of it ; | 
nothing ſo delightfull and pleafant as fin; | , 
none enjoy ſo much pleaſure and content as | | 
his ſervants. Will you take it (faith Satan) | ; 

upon the word of David, who was forced | , 

to acknowledge this, and to leaveit upon | - 

record in Divine. Writ,. that my. ſervants | ;; 

Plat. 73.1. are proſperous, there are no bands in their | 
fO 7. death, be their ftrength is firm. They are | fi 
z0t in trouble as other men, neither are they | A 

plagned like other men, Their eyes ftand out | tc 
with fatnefs they have more than' heart | y 
could wiſh, Where do you [find ſuch a | th 
commendation of Religion or :the;ſervice | < 

of God, as David here gives of my.ſervice, | 
faith the Tempter? And huge .cunning-he is | $1 

, inthe management of this temptation, that | vc 
. It may take effect. ' For he labours what he | y, 
can to:conceal fromiyour eyesthoſe more | 1g 
excellent, 'pure,:: Pirimaal delights and | fo; 
pleafure, which Religion. procutes. to the | [y 
Soul,. both here andhereafter. Arid:withall | y;j 
hides from you the fting and. bitterneſs of | wh 
fin; .covers' the hook, [ guilds: the pill, | þe 
that the ſorrow, the vexation and torment | a f 
which fin will proeureto/ you in the conclu- | wit 
ſion, may not be deſgerned, norſo-much as | ly 
FG” ' once 


tothe Service of Sin. - 

once ſeriouſly thought of, He would not 
for a world- ( could: he- prevent it) you 
ſhould read and believe-that of Fob; Thou 
writeſt bitger things againſt me, and makeſ# 
me to poſſeſs the wiquities of my youth :''Or 
that  caveat'of Solomon, Rejoyce #] young man 
in thy youth, walk mm the wayes of thine heart, 
and in the ſight of thine eyes : but know rhon, 
that for all theſe things God will bring. thee 
nto judgment : Leſt you. ſhould know ;and 
conſider how'dear youpuſt pay at laſt: for 
fin, and fo be diſcouraged from his ſervice. 

And ſtill-to give his refnptation the greater 
torce,  he.,repreſents the delights of his ſer- 
vice,..the pleaſures of fin, as preſent; that 
they.may be had daily: and withour diff 
culry, and fo ferret too, as no mortaleye 
ſhall rake notice of you. - Such ſins, 'and 
ſinful delights may you enjoy, -and indulge 
your ſelves in, and no body e're the wiſe, 

You may be. frequent and bold in them, 

none can know it, or call you to an account 
for it: All which is marvelous-taking; huge- 
ly temptiag. . W hat, preſent pleaſure ard 

private too! ſweet Grlegites and ſecret too?! 

who would refuſe them? . And that he may 

be ſure not to fail of his end, he hath yet 

a farther ſtraragem; that is, to oug 

with your own Heifer, to joyn with the 

laſts of your own hearts (with which he 

| FA holds 
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68 The Temptations of Satan 


holds a ſecret correſpondence) to propoſe 
ſuch (objects, and: wayes of fin, as are defi- 
rable and ſuitable to: your natural temper 
and inclination. He knows 'tis the pleature 
of fin you are betwitched with. As Eve 
of old was captivated with the pleaſant- 
Gen. 3:6. nels of the forbidden fruit ; ſo her children 
and poſterity are naturally taken with the 
ſarne batt. This therefore is the firſt com- 
mendation of his ſervice, and firſt tempta- 
tion- to fin, the delight and” pleaſure of 
Rei7i=t cx | 
| 2. Now to reſiſt and overcome this 
temptation, be prevailed with, totake mito 
your ſerious thoughts. and 'remembrance 
what follows. That the pleaſures'of ſin 


and 'unfatisfying. Selomon gives you the 

_ ſummeand full of them in few words, and 

EccleC. 11, that upon experience ; Childhood and Youth 
Io. are vanity; thatis, the delights and plea- 
ſures of that age are vanity, yea vanity of 

vanity.. And can you be' fatisfied, with a 


notion of a thing ?'\.nay- they are not only 
empty. and unfatisfying, but ſenſual and 
brutiſh. And though theſe delights may 
a little gratifie your ſenſual appetite, - yet 
they can never fatisfie the rational part of 

| man 


how full and fair ſoever Satan repreſents | 
them) are really-low, mean, empty, thin | 


bauble, with an ens fitum, with the meer| 


is yp - hoend ads 


9544 pong, 


hs 
fo the Service of Sip. 


man, his ſoul. The Devil and luſt may 
promiſe fair, and pretend full fatisfation 
ro the mind in the commiſſion of ſuch a ſin, 
but ever fall ſhort in the performance. I 
ask the greateſt Epicure, the moſt volup- 


tuous perſon that is in the world (and if he 


will be trye to his own experience) let him 
tell me, | 

1. Whether he ever found that plea- 
ſure and fatisfaCtion in any vice, that Satan 
promiſed and he expected ? Let the fin 
or vice be what it will, yetdid it ever yield 
that pleaſure in commitſion, that it did in 
ſpeculation ?' | | 

2. Whether the choyceſt of his ſinfull 


_ pleaſures hath not in a little time brought 


trouble and wearineſs to his ſpirits ? 

3. Whether this trouble and wearineſs 
is not more grievous and irkſom, than 
ever the ſenſu] act was pleaſant and de- 
lightfull ? | 

4. If amongſt the choyceſt and chiefeſt 
of his delights, in which ( as he conceives ) 


. he finds moſt ſweetneſs and pleaſure, he 


ſhould have but one delight without va- 
riety and change, whether that delight 
would not ſoon loſe its nature, and be- 
come a very torment and burden to him ? 
As ſuppoſe the Drunkard were alwayes 
bound night and day to his cups, the 

F 3 Glutton 
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. The Temptations of Satan 
Glutton to his table, the Sluggard: to his 
Bed, the Miter to. his Bags, -or the laſci- 
vious Wanton to''his Minton, -wonld not 
this be more irk{om than delightfal ? and 
wauld- not -his 'former contentment be- 
come. a continual: torment 2 - Therefore 


theſe - pleaſures are — ; "the rea- 


ſonable part of man, the ſoul, cannot fit 
down or reſt contented with them ; - nor 
with any thing elſe. beneath God, by 
whom and for whomit was created. 

 2,- Though this'temptation is of great 
force, yet before you ftrike the bargain 


and engage your ſelves to the 'Tempter, 


ſir down: again, and conſider a while the 
ſhortneſs of theſe pleaſures, and you will 
tind them upon this account very inconfi- 
derable-3' They are but for a ſeaſon, What 
the Apoſtle ſaith of ſome meats, is true of 


all the pleaſures of fin, **hey periſh in the 


aſiz7. Some periſh in. the enjoying 3 
and thoſe'that are moſt durable quickly 
flee away. Like a cloud or 'vapour, if 
not blown away by. the wind of -adver- 
ity , they quickly > vanith of their own 
accord. If the. ſtormy wind: of outward 
affliction doth 'nor ſaddenly puff out the 
fancied: blaze of the - young. mans joy, 
yet the dayes of old age are drawing on, 
in which he ſhall fay.he finds no On 

r 
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from a better hand than his. 


© "#0 the Service of Sin. 
Or ' to 'be 1ure, ſo ſoon as the hand of 
death ſhall 'give the tree of life a ſhake, 
theſe fair bloſſoms fall all ar' once. And 
there will be none of theſe delights in 
another world. 68 

3. Before you make too firm a con- 
tract with this boaſting Maſter, 'tis good 
to know' what Wages he gives. And 
that he' may not decieve you, take it 


of fin is death; death that is oppoſite to 22. 
Bot life. Death that — all 
in it that is wofull and miſerable; 
more ſorrow than ever you had joy, 
greater pain and torment than ever you 
found pleaſure or contentment in the 
wayes of fin. Believe it ( young men ) 
{in in the temptation hath a different afſ- 
pect to what it hath in the reflexjon. In 
the former it looks pleafant and fair, in the 
latter horrid and foul. For beſides the 
ſtings and laſhes that ſinners have in their 
ſecret' retirements, when they are under 
affliction, or under any danger or appre- 
henfion of death and judgement, there 
are many intolerable and remedileſs hor- 
rors to' follow in another world, as 


the proper confequents and juſt wages 


of a finfull life; which miſeries, if they 
were but as obvious to the ſenls now, 
F 4 | as 


The wages Rom.6.21, 


The Temptations of Satay 


as the pleaſures of. ſin are, they would | 
beiinfinitely more powerfull, to; take you 
off from ſin, than all the temptatiohs 
of the Devil are, : or could be, to draw 
you to it. And methinks men who call 
and profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, ſhouid 
walk a little by Faith and not wholly by 
ſenſe; and believe . future things as 
certain ( upon the Divine afſertion and 
revelation ) as if they really were, and 
and you already felt them. .Which if 
you really did, the ' Devil. could never 
perfwade you to forſake God, who re- 
wards, his ſervants with a far more ex- 
* Ceeding and eternal weight of glory, to ſerve 
him whoſe wages. are preſent ſhame and / 
ſorrow, and hereafter a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of miſery. 

F$. 2. Next to this, he thinks at not amiſs 
ro recommend his ſervice top. you for the 
Glory and Utility of it. 

I. Astothe Glory of it; nothing (faith 
Satan) gains men ſuch repute and honour in 
the world, as this. He hath his curſed An- 
gels and Agents to commend vice with the 
higheſt Elogiums; : and thoſe that are moſt 
bold and daring,and can arrive to the higheſt 
pitch and degree in fin, ſhall have the great- 
eſt accumulations of honour, and higheſt ac- 
clamations of bravery of ſpirit, Who bear 
| | greater 
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reater ſway, 'or-obtain fairer plumes of 
nour-in the world, than my followers ? 
A ſuggeſtion mightily taking wit Young 
men z unleſs they ſhall confider, That Sin 
hach no repute, except it be among the vi- 
left perſons, the Devils own ſervants and 
drudges ; whoſe eſteem of it renders it the 
more abominable and odious. You never 
heard any commend {wearing,drunkenneſs, 
whoredom, covetouſneſs, or any vice, but 
ſych as lived and allowed themielves in 
the practice of it; whoſe commendation 
makes them and their fins . the more vile. 
And were there ſuch real repute and credit 
in fin, what need is there to put it under the. 
mask of vertye to render it acceptable?why 
is this, but becauſe any vice appearing in 
its proper and native hue, and owning its / 
right name, ſeems monſtrous and ſhame- 
tul ? The-holineſs of God is his moſt glo- 
rious perfection, and therefore {in ( which 


| is directly contrary thereto ) can have no 


real glory in it. And that is the glory 
of a man, wherein he reſembles God, 


and whereby- he gains favour and eſteem 


with God, and is this by fin? Doth not 
God behold ſinners afar oft, and hate all 
the workers of Iniquity.? and'doth not all 
the repute and glory- men get by fin and 
impiety, end in the greateſt ſhame and 
ignq- 


The Temptations of Satan 
ignominy?can that deferve the nameof cre. 
ditable and glorious, which diſhonors God, 
aboliſheth his Image in' man, defiles' the 
foul, beſors the reaſon, -enflaves the whole 
man to the prince of darkneſs, and inevi- 


tably brings upon all the praGticers of it 


eternal contempt and reproach in the day 


of the Lord Jeſus ? Surely then Satan faith 
more of his ſervice, than the ſinner can ever 
expect to find. 

2, Nor doth it yield that Utility or 
profit, that the tempter boaſts, Though 
he ſticks not to tell you, that ſuch fins, 
as lying , cheating, defrauding , oppreſ- 
ſing, griping and over-reaching, will afford 
you huge emolument and advantage. 


You will find them greatly profitable and 


_ enriching... : Hereby you may in a ſhort 


time command the world, live plentifully, 
and - provide largely for your Family. 
Thus joyning with Covetouſneſs and 


worldly-mindedneſs, and that deſire men | 


have to uphold and maintain their lufts, 
he prevails with them to become his ſer- 
vants. Hereby it was that Achan was 
tempted to take the Silver and Gold and 
Babyloniſh Garment, which God had 
expreſly forbidden ; Gehazz to receive the 


* talents and change of raiments of Nanmans 


ſervant, which his Maſter had refuſed; Ahab 
to 


— 


zo the Serwice of Sin.” 


to conſent to the NOng. of Naboth, for 1 King.2r. 
Matth. 26. 
mas to forſake the trugh, and cleaye to this 2 Tim. 4. 


his Vineyard. Fudaz to 
for the 


etray his Maſter 
hirty pieces of Silver ; and De- 


preſent world. 'Auri ſacra fames ; ſuch 10. 
is the ſacred hunger of Gold, that men 
are drawn almoſt'to 'any courſe © of fin, 
to gain it. Nay Satan doth not urge only 
the -conveniency of his ſervice in this re- 
gard, but the neceffity of it too, The 
neceſſity of ſuch'and fuch ways of inning, 


without which you can never thrive or get 


any thing confiderable in the world. And 
there is none-of thoſe, who profels' them- 


ſelves the ſtrifteſt followers of Chriſt 
( faith he ) but know theſe things are fome- 


rimes neceſſary, and if they can have an 
advantage this way, will take it, and they 
muſt do 1t, or they can never liye in the 
world. So thatT perfwade you to nothing 
(faith Satan) but” what is both conveni- 
ent and neceſſary, and what thoſe very 
Religious men homiehves will and muſt 
ſometimes do for their gain and profit. 
And can any thing be ſaid againſt this ? 
Yes, the Apoſtle {aith enough againſt it,” 


to conquer any temptation to it. Covetouſ- ; Tim. 6. 
neſs ts the root of all evil, it pierceth through 8, g, 10. 


with many ſorrows,” it draws men itito hurt- 


full 
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full luſts, yea, it drowns them in perdition 
- and deſtuttion, Weigh and conſider theſe | 


words of the Apoſtle, and then tell 
Wo ys 5. | 
1. Whether ther®can be ſuch Utility 


and advantage in the Devils ſervice, as he 
tells you there is ? whether there be ſuch. 


conveniency in unlawful gains, or in ary 
unlawful and indirect means and courſes 
to. get gain? Is it convenient. to be en- 
tangled. m ſnares, and drowned in perdi- 
tion and deſtruction? Is ir convenient. to 
make ſhipwrack of faith and a good con- 


{cience, to load your ſouls with guilt, and 
ro pierce your hearts through with many. 


ſorrows ? Are theſe. things ( which are 
the attendants on fin by this temptation ) 
more gainfull or more hurtfull ? Is it con- 
yenient or. probe for a man to ſteal a 
Garment infected with the Plague, which 
will bring death almoſt as ſoon as warmth 
to him that wears it ? Will it be .advan- 
tageous to gain any thing with the wrath 
and cyrſe of God ? No; wherein -then 
lies the gainfulnels of the Devils ſervice ? 
Nay ſhall you notloſe as well as get by 
it; or compared together, will not your 
loſſes be greater than your gains? you 
may perhaps by ſ{uch.and ſuch fins gain hy 

| tte 


. 


to the Service of ſi. 
little. earth, vanity, Gold that periſheth, 


. and Riches that take to themſelves wings 


and' fite ' away'; theſe are your utmoſt 
Sains. But- what are your loſſes by fin? 


what think you of the favour of God, which 


zs better than life ; of peace of conſcience, 


which is a continual feaſt; of Heaven, which 


exceeds all the Kingdoms of the Earth ; 


and of your own ſouls, which are of more 
worth than the world'? what think you of 4. 5. 
Srace here and Poly hereafter, the choy- 26. 


ceſt treaſures, the fulleſt pleaſures, being 


. durable, inexhauſtible and eternal? Theſe 


are the lofles you are like to- ſuſtain. Now 
put them into the ballance together, and 
try whether your gains by ſin will ont- 
weigh your loſſes by it : if not, I hope you 
will not be tempted-by Satan to your own 
loſs. You will flight that Chapman that 


| bids'you to your lofs for any worldly Com- 


modity ; and why not Satan who is ſo de- 
firous to be trading with you for your ſouls; 
bur bids you to yourloſs, leſs than the com- 
modity, infinitely leſs'than your ſouls coſt ? 
And though heprofiers ready mony, preſent 
Sain (89 he faith, yet ) what comfort will 
this afford you, or what good will this do 
you when you come at the end of your 
ives, to caſt up your Accounts, and find 
the Devil hath cheated you, you ae in- 
| nite 
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finite loſers, and eternally undone. by the 
bargain ? 'Theſe things conſidered, you 
will find there is no ſuch'conveniency in the 
Devils ſefvice, no ſuch-utility or profit 
by it as he pretends. | + 54 
2. Then-as to his. plea of Neceſhity, 
know, there can be no Neceffity : to ; fin, 
though thereby you may get gain, :world- 
ly gait. Duty. 1s neceflary.to all, burſin car 
never be neceſlary to! any. There 4s. oe 
thing neceſſary, ſaith our Saviour, and what 
is that ? to get the world over the Devils 
back? ox.to provide forthe body by, unjuſt 
and ſinfyll means ? No, to-provide for the 
{oul, gain Heaven, ts ſeek;after thoſe things 
that are net ſeen, which are Eternal, and to 
lay up ſuch a foundation againſt the time to 
come, upon which you may build that fure 
hope of future happineſs | as will never 
make you aſhamed. + This is needful.; bur 
it can never be neceſſary or needfull to live 
in a courſe of known fin, thereby to make 
proviſion for the body. ; It were better. to 
ſtarve the body, than damn the ſoul ;; bet- 
ter to be poor on Earth, than to be ſhut 
out of Heaven; better to loſe this life (if 
it were /poſſible) a thouſand times over, 


than fall ſhort' of eternal life, though we 


were {ure to gain the world by it. Becaufe 
this gain will in no wiſe countervail or re- 
| | com- 


| itsown nature. £þ 
others, but all are great, all are breaches 


- to the Service of Sin. 


cornpenſe that loſs. Upon-a mature delibe- 


ration therefore, and juſt judgment of 
things, you will find Satan as great a de- 
ceiver in this propoſal, as in arry of the 
former. Therecan be no neceſſity for ſin, 
or the leaſt utility or mu by his ſervice. 

$.3. Another Wile which. Satan finds 
exceeding ſucceſsfull and winning with 
young perſons is, to lefſen fin, to ſuggeſt 
the ſmallineſs of it. As Lot ſaid of Zoar, 
isitnotalittle one ? ſo ſaith Satan of this 
or that ſin, is it not a little one, a: trick of 
youth, a {mall fault, next to none ar all ? 
If it were Nene arg or murder, adultery, 
robbery, inceſt or any ſuch hainous crime, 
there might be juſt ' ground of {cruple and 
fear.; -butan officious lye, a petty, grace- 
full-oath, alight curſe, ora little Levity 
now.and then, this need not fright you. 
Small matters, and not many, nor often 
neither; what need you boggle at thele ? 
theſe.can never hurt.you, or injure you in 
the leaſt. But young men, the welfare of 
whoſe. immortal Souls and Eternal good 
[ earneſtly defire to promote and further 
inthe Lord Jeſus, beware of this affault 
and Wile of Satan,:.and | 

1 . Conſider that no fin is little or ſmall in 
me ſins are greater than 


of 


Jam. 2. 
IO, II 


The Temptations of Satan 


of the juſt and holy law of the mighty God 


of heaven and Earth ; and that which hath 
an infinite object cannot be ſmall. © Eadem 
eft rotunditatis ratio in nummulo exigno, 
que eft in magno : There is the ſame reafon 


. of raundneſs in a'{mall piece of money as is 


in the greateſt. The ſame reaſon of fin, in 
the {malleſt fins,as in the greateſt; becauſe 
committed againſt the lame. Law: of the 
ſame God. Sr. Fames ſaith, Whoſoener. ſhall 
keep the whole Law,. and yet offend in one 
pornt,.1s guilty of all; for he that ſaid, Do not 
commit adultery, {aid alſo, do not kull, 2c; It 
you d6-refrain from: ſome fins, yeraf you 
commit others ;'if you refrain ſwearing, but 
make no conſcience of lying ; refrain fteal- 
ing, but-art guilty: of cheating ; \refrain 
open or aQual. murder, |but yet artguilty 
of malice; you break -:and contemn-:the 
whole Law of the ſameGod ; and: you are 
equally. liable to the wrath of God and curſe 
of the Law, with thoſe that live in' the-pra- 


Ctice of the moſt notorious crimes; and 


without infinite mercy and an hearty xepen- 
tance, thele ſins will damn thy ſonl; and the 
greateſt can do no-more. Therefore there is 
no fin ſmall in it ſelf,;and'if the Devil tell 
you there 1s, he is a [yar. But fuppole it true 
that the fin you are tergpted to, m. com- 
pariſon of ſome others; be ſmall yet. this 
in 


to the Service of Sin: 

in ſome teſpects agoravates the offence, if 
you ſhall yield'to the temptation. When a 
man will forteit the favour of his Prince for 
d trifle, it argues a great ſlighting of his 
favour. So the lels the ſin, the greater 
your. contempt of Gods love, which: is 
thereby forfeited : ' Our Saviour faith, 
What ſhall it. profit a man to. gain the world, 
and es jon ? Whar ſhall it profit you 
to lole Heaven and Happineſs, to iote 
God, the chiefeſt good, for che greateſt 
finfull profit or pleature ? But when you 
ſhall loſe and forfeit all this for nought, 


\ for a {mall ſin, a very trifle, for that which 


(* you fay ) is not worth {peaking of, 
this argues great folly, and is a marvellous 
aggravation of your fin. 

2. Though Satan ſeems ſo modeſt /and 
fair at firſt, asking but little things, yet he 
will not reſt there; but if he finds you 
yielding, he will proceed further, and 


| prompr you on to the commiſſion of great- 


er. As the habits of grace fo the habits of 
fin are ſtrengthened by degrees. Though 
the beginnings are ſmall, yer in alittle time 
-_ will find a great encreaſe. Rivers at 
rſt ariſe from tmall ſprings, which by 
running. increaſe to deep and irreliſtible 
ſtreams. So actual ſins, ( for I ſpeak not of 
Original corruption, the fountain whereby 
GG | the 


The Temptations of Sat ar 


the former are fed ) in their firſt beginning 
, are but ſmall, but by daily practice increaſe 
and {well, carrying the ſinner with a ſtrong 
ſtream towgrds the ſea of divine wrath. If 
the Tempter finds you make no conicience 
of ſmaller ſins, his game is fair before him, 
and he knows right well how to play it to 
his beſt advantage: For he will propole fin 
to your thonghts, and tell you 'tis no great 
matter to think, thoughts are free. And ,, 
if he can make you dally with fin in your 
vhoughts, then by delightfull thoughts of 
ſin he lays fiege to your wills, and tells 
you 'tis no great matter to defire, or wiſh, -. 
{o long as you do not act : And the. chief 
fort of the will being gained, the lefler 
forts of the affetions quickly yield them- 
ſelves. And having entertained and lodg- 
ed fin in your hearts, he tempts you to 
proceed further, to vent it with your lips: 
Words are but wind, and your tongues 
are your own,you may and ought to {peak. 
And then, as there is opportunity, he 
prompts you to practice: Go-on a little 
further, the fin is ſweet, try but once, put 
one ſtep in the way, you may return af 
pleaſure if you like it not. And having 
mans ſo far, it may be with great re- 
uctancy and ſmitings of conlicience, yet 
when theſe are off, he comes again, ſn 
| | tEu3 
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tells you it cannot be worle, try once niore, 
till at length you begin to commit fin with 
delight and eaſe, yea with greedineſs and 
reſolution,nay with hardneſs and obſtinacy; 
and now you are fir for any tervice Satan 
eat} require of you,or imploy you in. Thus, 
3. The Devil draws men on to the 
greateſt, fins, by tempting them at firſt to 
{maller evils. Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus, 


»No man arriveth to the higheſt degrees of 


wickedneſs on a ſudden ; but is drilled on 
ſtep by ſtep, from one _ to another, 
by the Devil and his own luſts, till by de- 
rees the reverence of God is leſſened, the 
juſtice of God lighted, the will more incli- 
ned, the heart more hardned, the con(ci- 
ence more ſeared, the habits of fin more 
ſtrengthned, the Devil more encouraged, 
and the ſinner at length wholly caprtivared. 
4. And have we not daily roo many fad 
inſtances of this proceeding and dealing of 
Satan with men ? How have tome men by 
yielding now and then to the uſe of a ſmall 
Oath, 1o perfettly learned: the Language 
of hell, that they can hardly ſpeak without 
{wearing ; ſo wofull is the gradation of iin, 
and the {ly method of Satan with the finner, 


$3 


. 


as St. Fames ſets it forth, firſt rempred, Jam- 1. 
then enticed, then drawn aſide, then luſt 14, I'9. 


brings forth ſin, and ſo proceeds to finiſhing. 
G 2 "-. How? 
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The Temptations of Satan,e*c. 

How ? Thus : Sin hath its conception, that's 
delight; its formation, that's deſign ; its 
birth, that's action ; its education, that's 


cuſtom 3 its perfection, that's a repro- 


bate ſenſe, and the next ſtep is Hell. So 
you ſee whither ſmaller fins will bring you 
in the end : Therefore, Obſta princip::s, &c. 
Excluditur faciluus quam expellitur. Seneca. 
'Tis eaſter to keep out vice, than to turn it 


out when once entred : Eafter to refrains| - 


fin at firſt, than to reform it afterwards. 
Small breaches at firſt are eaſily ſtopped ; 
but let alone till they become great, they 
often prove irrepairable. Weigh thele 
things aright, and the force of this temp- 
tation falls. TE 

$. 4. Thelaſt Temptation to fin, is' the 
hopes of future Repentance. O,faith Satan, 
you are young, you may allow your ſelves 
lome years of pleaſure and delight - and 
when you are old, then repent and make 


. your peace with God, and all is well. To 


reſiſt and conquer this aflault,I referr you to 
what went before, page .29, to page 35: 
where you may lee the great hazards you 
run by continuing in fin upon this confidera- 
tion : There being nothing more uncertain 
than Life; nor any thing more groandleſs 
than hopes of future repentance, where there 
are preſent purpoſes and reſolves to fin. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Wicked men Jon mith Satan in this 


evil deſign to diſcourage young per- 
ſons from being Relizious. 


= ſo few young ones follow Chriſt 


or mind Religion {eriouſly, 1s partly 
from wicked men, Satans inſtruments-and 
Agents, who (like their grand imployer 
the Devil) vilifie and reproach the profel- 
ſors and followers 'of Chriſt. Satans de- 
ſign'now on foot is, if poſſible, to deride 
and {coffe Religion our of the world, by re- 
preſenting the proſeflors and followers of 
itas a company of vile and inconfiderable 
men. This I ſay is his deſign; and cer- 
tainly, fince the Goſpel was preached, he 
never had more to help it forward. 'Tis 
a thing too- common for any to be igno- 
rant of it, to hear wicked men 
F$.1. Repreſent and decry the Religious 
party inthe -world, as illiterate, rude and 
unlearned, avouching that Religion is re- 
Sarded by none but ſuch. When they ſee 
a young perſon following of Chriſt, leek- 
ing after Heaven, or but that way inclined, 
they preſently cry out to him as the Scribes 
| | Gs 3 and 
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and Phariſees did to thoſe Soldiers that were 
ſent to take Jeſus, Are you alſo deceived ? 
which of the Rulers have believed on him ? 
Dg the wile and great men of the world 
walk in this way ? Certainly if this Goſpel 
way, this following Chriſt, and being ſo 
Religious and precite, were ſo needfull or 
delightfull, 1o deſirable or profitable, as 
the preachers talk, the wile and Learned 
men of the Age( who are beft able to judg 
of the rrue worth of things) would em- 


brace it and follow ir. But alas they ſee . 


no {uch excellency in it. And will you be 
deceived by a company of ignorant, illite- 
rate ſots, that know not light from dark- 
nels, or good fromevil 2 We hope you 
are witer than to make thele your guides, 
or to dance after their pipes. This 1s the 
language of Satans Ambaſſadours, and fac: 
tors for Helt: In anſwer to whom you 
may eaſily reply, 

I. Thatthis way, which they ſo mych 
vilifie and decry, was firſt preached and 
recommended to the the world by Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great counſellonr ( as Iſaiah calls 
him) the Wiſdom of the Father ; in whom 
are hid'all the treaſures of wiſdom and knon- 
ledg ; who had more wiſdom and utider- 
finding than all the learned Rabbies and 
profound Doctors in the world : He I ſay 

| 7 came 
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fo diſcourage Religion. 


came down ſrom Heaven to reveal this 
way to the ſons of men; and was the 


re Prophet that ever was upon'the. 
ace of the Earth : And his followers, the 


Apoſtles, a. Fiſhermen at firſt; and 


illiterate as to humane learning, yet they 


_ Feceived from Chriſt ſuch extraordinary 


ifts of the holy Ghoſt, as made thein skil- 
ull in all languages, and-imparted tothem 
ſuch meafares of true wiſdom and-utider- 
fanding;'484ll the writings -of men could 
rever teath them : And that DoGtrite 
which both Chrift and they preached to the 
world; was confirmed: by many #ppirent 
and nndehiable Miracles, whereby it was 
manifeſt that' it carrie from God; who & 
Knowleds and Wiſdom it ſelf. Therefore 
Religion had not its riſe and beginning 
from ffliterature or ignorance, as thele men 
tuggeft; For God was the founder and 
impoſer of it, not man, - 05) 
2, Then for the fdllowing Ages of the 


wotld, there have been as learned, as wite - 


and knowing men Religious and Zealous 
followers of Chrift, as any that were other- 
wiſe. The Antient Fathers that lived near 
to the Apoſtles time, and in the following 
centuries of the Church, they were the very 
Compendium and living Library of all 
true leartiing : And theſe by their wri- 
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tings left behind them, do give evidence to 
the world, they were zealous Profeſſors 
and defenders of the Chriſtian, Faith and 
Religion. Yea: and at this day, there are 
- perions as knowing and deeply. skilled in 
ail Jearning and knowledge, - who. are ſin: 
cere: followers of Chriſt, and hearfy- ap- / 
provers of Religion, and. the, practice of 
Gaqalinels,; as, any. that | ſerve Satan and. 
tread. the paths:pf ſin and unrighteouſneſs. 
Ang that there be;any ( as no. doubt there 
are ſome ) learned:men in the;yorld. pro- 
phane;. -irreligious, atheiſtical, {coffers at 
Chriſk-and Religion, it is from a juſt judg- 
ment, of : God upon them, giving. them 
over to ſtrons delaſions, to believe a: lye, 
becaula they haye imployed their gifts and 

partsnot for,but. againſt the Truth. | 
--::3-; And for. thole ſincere, profeſſors and 
followers of Chriſt, and praCticers of Re- 
ligion, which are of an ordinary. rank in 
the world; and-ſo may want the advantage 
of humane Learning; yet they are endpw- 
ed: with ſpiritual. knowledge. and Divine 
underſtanding : _ Though they: are not ſo 
wellread in the writings of men as others, 
'yet-they are better read-in the writings of 
God, [the holy,Seriptures ; which are the 
"well and fountain of all ſaving knowledg, 
and able to make a man wite unto ſalva- 
| tion; 


plain ſaying of St. Paul, before all the. 
|  Eloquence and: Rhetorick of the School- 


| ( how rich ſoever they may be for hu- - 


to diſcourage from Religion. 89 
tion ; Though they, are. not 'taught by 

men the Myſteries of Nature, yet they 
underſtand the Methods of Grace, and 
Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 

which is far better;. Therefore it was the 

laying of a Father ( who wanted: not hus St. Ferom. 
mane Learning ) that he preferred one 


men... Beſides might add, that it makes 
for Gods Glory to chooſe ſuch as are un-- 
learned, and to work | by theſe his great 
deſigns and ends amongit men, who will 
give God the lole praile of whateyer they: 
have, receive or do. Now -can it ;be 
amis to remember here, that-in the Judg- 
ment of Wiſdom. it ſelf, there are none 


mayve Learning ): ſo void of\Wifdom. and 
nderſtanding,. as the irreligious and-wic- 
ked /man ? Therefore are ſuch ſa often A 
ſtyled. Fools in Holy Writ. The religi- | 
qus and the wiſe man';; the wicked and the 
fooliſh man, are convertible terms in the 
Logick of the Holy Ghoſt, Solomon puts 
this infamous title- of Fool upon the irre- 
ligious:and;ungodly above fifty times inhis 
books of Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes. And 
you know what David records him to be, 
that” ſaith in heart, There 1s #0 God. _ 
| wnat 
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Wicked men joyn with Satan 
what that Senfualift was in the judgment 


| Luk.12.20 of Chriſt, who took up his reſt and felici- 


ty in his worldly enjoyments, with the 
neglect of Heaven and Religion, the wa 

toit. On the contrary'therefore, if mn 

needs be-an argument of the higheſt reaſon 
and deepeſt underſtanding, to own a God, 
co love him faperlatively, and ſerve hini 
faithfully, with a deſire and deſign to en+ 
joy him eternally ; in the ffuition of whom 
the rational ſoul is fully ſatisfied and com- 
pleatly happy. This thay ſaffice in an- 
{wer to this Cavil of ungodly men; That 
none regard Religion but the ignorant 
and unwiſe. - For whether he that ſerves 
God,or he'that ſerves him not ; whether he 


= 


. that ſaves his own ſoul, or he that damns'it 


for ever, be the wiſer perſoti, judge ye. - 
$. 2:  Th&rofeſſors and Prafticers of 
Religion are reproached and; cryed down, 
as proud, ſingular, felf-conteited perſons, 
who think themſelves wiſtt than all the 
world befides, affecting-a needleſs and ſin- 
Sular preciſeneſs, makmyg the way to Hea- 
ven much narrower than it is ; as if there 
was no way to Heaven, but what they 
chalk ont : And as if Religion conſifted.in 
demure looks, a ſet countenance, and fanci- 
full words and Phraſes of their own coyn- 
ing; and ina ſpecionsſhew of ptety gy 6 
rom | 


a” 


to diſcourage Religion. 
all their Neighbours : In a word, as if thete 
could be no real mirth or muſick to the 
ſoul, but by dancing after ' their Pipes, 
This 1s the language of Satans Emiffaries, 
whereby they ditcourage and prejudice 
young ones againſt the ways of God and 

eligion. Though ( take the whole, and) 
there neyer was any thing more truely a 
Cavil or ſlander than this : for, 

I. The ſincere profeflors of Religion 
and followers of Chriſt are Hymble per-- 
ſons, and the more exatt followers of him, 


the more humble ſtill ; who was humble 


even to a miracle, and commands his Dil- 


ciples to be like him, faying, Learn of me, Math. 11, 
for I am meek, and lowly in heart. Therefore 29: 
his diſciples muſt be humble ; men that 


have the higheſt eſteem of God, and mean- 


_ eft of themfelves : The leaſt of Saints, the 


chief of finners, ſaith the chuſen Veſſel. 
Indeed they have high, very high aims 
and deſigns, are greatly ambitious and aſ\- 
piring perſons: With Lathgr, they can- 
not be content with any portion Gad 
can give them 1n this world : but as St. 
Pxat; count all Iofs and Dung. They can- 
not fatisfie themſelves with traſh and va- 
nity, with _— riches or honours, with 
ſeninafdeli ht and pleaſures, or ſuch mean 
and infor erable nothings ; but they _ 
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Eph. 2.15, 


Math.7.14« 


W icked men joyn with S atan 


be all Kings and Princes ; they are ambi- 
tions of being made the Sons of God, and 
ſo heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 


| joynt heirs with the King of Glory. . And 
. if you call this pride and Ambition, 'tis 


ſuch as is lawfull and commendable, yea 


neceflary to every one that would be ſa- 
ved. But withall, they retain the mean- , 
eſt and loweſt thoughts of 1457 pe Y 


think themſelves leſs than the leaſt of al 


that mercy and truth that God hath ſhewn 


them, unworthy of the ſmalleſt favout 
from God arid not only unworthy of Hea- 
ven, but moſt worthy of Hell, if they 
had the deſert of their ſin. 


2. As to their ſingularity and preciſe- 


_ neſs, we muſt yield it, that the ſincere 


ſervants of God and Diſciples of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, are the moſt preciſe or ex- 
act men in the world:: And 'tis becauſe 
they muſt be {o;See then that ye walk axes 
preciſely, exactly . But they do not affect 
more than is neceſſary, more than God 
commands. *The way. to Heaven is not 
of their chalking out, but Gods ; nor do 
they deſire. to make it narrower than God 
hath made it. Our Saviour tells you what 
the way is, 't#5 ſtrait and narrow, ſaith he ; 
and his followers dare not blot this out of 
their Bibles (as the looſe world would 

| have 
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have 1t) leſt God ſhould blot their Names 
out of the book of life. They dare not do 
as the moſt do, for fear of going to the 
ſame place of endleſs miſery, whither the 
mot are haſting apace. They know they 
muſt be ſingular, elſe they cannot be ſin- 
cere ; that they muſt be ſeparated from the 
world, elſe they cannor be -joyned to 
Chriſt ; and thartthey muſt be circumſpect, 
elſe they cannot be faved; that they muſt 
walk in the narrow way, and enter in at 


the ſtrair gate, there being no other way 


to Heaven. Therefore their circumſpection 
and ſingularity is abſolutely neceſlary. - 
3. Addeto this, thar theſe precite men, 


Whom the wicked vilifie and reproach as 


ſingular and proud, are Gods peculiar 


. people. For ſurely ( young men ) God 


hath a people ſomewhere in the workd. 
The Devil hath not got all, Chriſt did not 
dye in vain. God hath a peculiar people, 
a choſen generation, who love, ſerve and 
honour him here, and ſhall live and reign 
with him hereafter: And where are 
theſe to be found, if not amongſt theſe 
circumſpect walkers? The tervants of 
God, the heirs of Glory, are faid in Scrip- 
ture to be a peculiar people,. an holy Na- 
tion, an hearing, praying, watchful peo- 


"ple; a people painfull, induſtrious, meek, 


met- 
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mercifull, patient and fruitfull, and full of 

ood works; and- all this 1n ſincerity. 

ow where ſhall we look to find out this 
people ? Muſt we look into Stews and 
Brothels, rake the Kennels -and Sinks 
of the Earth for them ? ſhall we cull out 
the ryotons and drunken, the {wearers and 
lyers, the coverous and oppreſſors, the 

rofeſſed, Atheiſts, profane Hectors, and 
Pacha of the world, and ſay, Here 
they be: Here be the men, that are no 


Hypocrites, no preciſians, no proud fin- . 


gulariſts or Phanaticks : Theſe are that 
royall prieſthood, that holy Nation, that 


- peculiar people, that ſhew forth Gods 


praiſe, and promote his honour in the 
world : Theſe are the meek of the Earth, 
the pure in heart, the Zealous followers 
of the Lamb, the ſons of God and the heirs 
of glory ? I am per{waded, both your rea- 
ſon and conſcience tell you, thete cannot 
be the men. Why then you muſt ſhew 
further who or where they are, or elle ac- 
knowleds at the laſt, that if God hath a 


people in the world, they are amongſt . 


thoſe whom Sarans Inſtruments ſo much 
reproach and Gerry; and would have you 
ſhun as men infected. Wherefore let 
not their bawling prevail with you to of- 


' fend againſt reaſon and conſcience both : | 


Since 


S_ 
et 
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to difcourage Religion. 


Since you are convinced, that the people 
whom they vilifie, are the perſons whom 
God loves, and that ſooner or later you 
muſt be of this number, or you can never 
be ſaved. 

F$. 3. But belides all this, wicked men 
ſtick not to endeavour to Leſſen your 
eſteem of and regard to Religion, by re- 
preſenting the Religious part of men 
as fattious, ſeditious, and diſobedient 
to Magiſtrates, whom God hath com- 
manded them to obey. W ho are they (tay 
they) that foment all the broyls and Rebel- 
lions in States and Kingdoms, and make 


all the fatal rents and {chitms in the Church, 


but thoſe perſons who profeſs themtelves 
the followers of Chriſt and favourers of 
Religion, refuſing ſubjection to Govenours, 
whom God harh ſer over them ? Surely, 
as there never was any calumny or aſperſi- 
on more foul, fo never any more fal:e than 
this. AndI ſhallnot ftick to aſlerc, 

Thar none are, none can be more truly 
and conſcientiouſly obedient to Civil Mag1- 
ſtrates, in all their lawfull Injunctions and 
commands, than the ſervants of Chriſt. 
The beſt Chriſtian is the beſt Subject. 
None fo treacherous and diſloyal to their 
King, as thoſe men who are diſloyal and 


treacherous to God and their own Souls. 
"T1sS 
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Rom. 13. 
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Wicked men joyn with Satan 
'Tis very hard for a wicked man to be a 
good Subject. I am of - St. Perers opini- 
on, that a man muſt fear God, before he can 
truly honoxr his King. You muſt learn the 
duties of the firſt Table, before you can 
make conſcience of the duries of the ſecond: 
Leatn your duty towards God, before yout 
can rightly perform your duty towards 
man ; the former being the ground of the 
latter. Now all the true children of God, 


and ſincene followers of Chriſt have learned |} 


thus much, to fear God and keep his com- 
mandments ; and know, that if in things 


lawfull and honeſt they ditobey man, they 
diſhonour God and break his command-- 


ments: Which are, That we obey every ord:- 
nance of man for the Lords ſake : Obey the 
powers that be ; for the powers that be are or- 
dained of God ; whoſoever therefore reſiſteth 
the powers, reſiſtketh the ordinance of God, 
and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation : Therefore they obey for conſci- 


ence ſake;whereas others may be ſubject for | 


wrath or for intereſt ſake, they are {ubject 
for conſctence ſake. So that he who is moſt 
faithfull to the King of Heaven, will be moſt 
faithfull and true to his Vicegerent on 
Earth. Therefore this is but a calumny raiſ- 
ed againſt the Religious and righteous, and 
made ule of by Satans Inſtruments to bring 

_ Re. 
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Neligior ito contempti And 'tis no more 
T 


as a perſon diſloyal,a peſtilent fellow, and'a 


| mover of {edition.” Tis true, when men com- 
_ Hand atiy thing directly finfull or repugnant 
to the divine command, they are bound'ta . 


ys God rather: than man: Rather'to 


| difpleaſe man, than to diſhonour God/and 
wound their own conſciences. - Yet every 
then their Religion teacherh them (after the 


example of thieir blefſed Lord)patiently to 
ſuffer what the Governours ſhall think 


- meet to.inflict upon. them, for their ſup- 


poſed or imputed crimes ; and whatever 
they ſuffer, not in any caſe to. rebell ; for 
that were to ſeek relief, by that which 
they know to be fin. And though fome 


have been found great Rebels to Civil Ma- 
giſtrates, who were alſo great profeſſors ; 
| yet''tis certain, they were no more than 


profeſſors: For had they been ſincere 
Chriſtians, and: 'made real conſcience of 


| obeying the Goſpel, or following the ex- - 
ample of Chriſt himſelf, they dare not | 


have done it.: Since both our Saviours ex- 


ample and the Goſpel he hath lefr us, - 
| prong tellus, we muſt obey them that 


ve the rule over us,. and that ypon no 


than What their Lord and Maſter mer with, 
of whom ir was faid, that he forbad ro pay 
Tribite to Caſar,' Arid St Paul was, accuſed 


leſs 


Pſ. 119. 
Hg 


Corruption of the Times 
leſs penalty than.damnation.. To. cloſe-this 
vl therefore. to; his cavil, if you. would 
e 
men, .who make it: their buſineſs to. re- 
Yroach Religion:; Say to theſe as David, 
Depart from me ye evil ders, for I will kee 
the commandments of my God. Wherein the 
Pſalmifſt-plainly implies, and intimates, that 
evil doers diſc v_ge and impede us in 
our devation, obedience and duty towatds 
God, hinder men - from keeping Gods 
zommendments. And you muſt fay to 
them,Depart, if you reſolve to be Religious 


? } * 


and keep the commands of God. . 


_— —_ 


CHAP. VI. 


. The. general corruption of the Times, 


 toxether with the natural corruption 
_ of our Flearts,are great Impediments 
fo- Religion in Touth, 


F. 1. T* general corruption” of the 
. Age doth- Satan make uſe of 
as an argument to vice, and diſcourage- 
ment to Vertue and Religion. The. moſt 
g0 the worſt way, and young men are. apt | 
to think, company is good, the —_ | 
FR -— | | the 


ious, ſhunthe. ſociety of wicked 


an Impediment to Religiou 


ſhall have feweſt to. blame aud. find fault 
with them. The force of which -tempta- 
tion would abate, if you will but conſider, 
that though the multitude, or generality 
of men ( in the times we live 7, be viti- 


| ous, and ſuch as would Heftor God and 


Religion out of the world, and eſtabliſh 


if poſſible; yet this is no argument. for 


youto' follow them; but-the contrary t4-. 
her : For their multitude renders; then: 
ſuſpitious, _ The Church of God and fin-: 


cere followers of Chriſt are but a little, 


for. your great compuly- He that. fins 
with a multitude, ſball-ſuffer with a tiiul-: 


wicked ſhall not go. unpupiſhed, Multitude, 

wer, or greatneſs. of. men, will be,.no 
ufficient apology to God. For then the 
ſinners. in the old world, Sodom and Go- 
morrah, hed been excuſable, for they were 
by far the greater number. But their..ex- 
ample 'is no warrant. for your imitation. 
For: you and I and all Chriſtians 'are to 
walk by the rule of Gods. Word, and not 


H- 2 by 


the merrier ; - they ſhall- fare as well;: 2s 
others ; and going with the moſt, they 


Atheiſm and prophaneneſs in their room, 


little flock, : And. the. greater part. run. on. 
in. the broad way, that leadeth to de-. 
ſtruction. Your danger is never the Jeſs: 


titude. Though hand, joyn in' handz; the: Exo. 23.2, 


19. 
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Corruption of the Times * 


by theexample of men, any further, than'it 


conforms -to the divine precept. St. Paul, 


as good and'holy a"mian as he” was, durſt - 


not | propbund " hitmfelf an Example for 
others to imitate any-otherwiſe than thus 3 
Be ye followers of me, as I am of. Chriſt. 
And therefore if they be not. followers of 
Chrift, © whatever ' their number © be..'or 
greatneſs, or powet be in the world, -you 
are not to befollowers of them. No,” re- 


Pro 13:20 member what Solorh67 Taith, 4 companton 
ofFool3 ſoatt be deſFyoyed. © You know who 
the'wile-man mens 'by Fools, and he 


d6th not ſay, if rhey'be nor fo many,” ot 'o 


gfear; but be they" never ſo numerous.or 
proſperous, a'companton of them fall be 
deſtroyed. Therefore do' not bleſs your 
ſelves, that you wafk-in the common road, 
in the broad 'way;” wherein the *moſt” go, 
asf this were any cottmendation or  tafety 


..to yau; for preſt at ſoles ſapere, quan cum: 


alusimſanire ;- It-is better and fater to be 
good alone, than to be wicked with a mul- 
rittide. Elijah was better alone than if he 
hadjoyned with the Prieſts of adl.Lnther 
better alone ( though” tis laid of him, Unus 
homo ſolus totius Orbis impetum ſuſtinuit ; 
he was the man, "that alone bore the vio- 
lence'of the whole world) than if-he had 

- jJoyned- affinity wih' the pompous and 
k. numerous 


an Impediment to Religion 
numerous train of Rowe.: And Athanaſius 
was better alone, than if he had ſided with 
the. numerous and: blafphemous Arians. 
So you are better alone ( if you (could be 
ſo in this way ) following of Chrift in-the 
practice of Religion and holy obedience, 
than if. you fhould- herd--with the genera- 
ity of men in the ways- of fin and unrighte- 
ouinels,; Therefore,there is no weight arall 
in this argument, the Moſt.do thus, there- 


fore do you ſo top; ; unleſs you can:be.per- Jr-17-9: 


ſwaded to imagin ang believe, 'tis better to 
be Arenal .milexable ;with a multirade; 
than-eternally happy with a ſmallernumber. 
| - F.2. Your own Hearts,. which the Pro- 
phet tells you, are.naturally very bad, -very 
corrupt: and blind, not-apt.to ſee or beſen- 
ſible. of your need of Chriſt, and miſery 
without him; or to diſcern the. beauty of 
holineſs, the joy, peace,. comfort and fa- 
tisfaCtion that is to be found in the ſerious 
_ practice of Religion and ſervice of God ; 
my, which areaverſe to, and have a natu- 
ral antipathy (enmity faith Sr. Paul) a- 

ainſt God and his holy commands. Theſe 
20 Liay, are like to much tinder,ready 
to take every ſpark of. prejudice which Sa- 
_ tan and wicked men ſtrike againſt the ways 
of Chriſt, They cannot be more ready 
to ſuggeſt evil, than your corrnpt hearts 

3 4 2 are 


12, 14» 


. "Corruption of our Hearts 

are to-receive-it : which made St. Fame 
ſay, Then men, when: they are tempted, 
are drawn afide by their own lofts. Hig 
meaning'is, Satan may tempt, and wick 


men may entice, but neither can compell 


or force men tq@ſin; but as they are drawn 
away by their own-hearts laſts, and volun- 
tarily yield to the temptation. And there- 
fore if you would conquer the laſt. and 
greateſt enemy to Religion and your, own 
Salvation, hearkerr 6t to the exceptigns 
and prejudices of your own evil ad cn 
hearts, againſt an holy and Religious life. 
Sometimes your hearts will tell yon, ' Reli- 
gion is' only a fit of melancholy ; ſoine- 
times that the laws'and 'commands of God 
are too ſtrict, too hard and difficult 35 and 
that the pattern proponnded in the Goſpel 
for your imitation, -the holy Jeſus, 'tis im- 
poſſible for you to imitate or follow : And 
why ſhould you ever think of impoſh- 
bflities ? Now - if you ſuffer theſe or my 
other prejudices to prevail, you-quaſh ; 

purpoles and endeavours '' to be holy at 


' 


once. To prevent this therefore, ſearch 


your hearts frequently, 'and watch ' them 
narrowly. Often look home to thy heart, 
and examine its ſincerity or hypocriſie. Ask 
"where its affections are, and if you find 
theſe attendants on the ſoul roving, _ 

| Call 
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an Impediment to Religion. 
call them ; or that your heart harbours 
any evil oueſts,' as finfdll thoughts, ſtrange 
notions and apprehenſions of God, Religi- 
on,. or a futureſtate ;; expell them, ſuffer 
them not to lodge there.. And. doing; this 
daily, watch or keep your hearts ith, all Pro.x4.23 | 
ence, for from them.” aye the iſſues of ol 
if r:death. Ticks are they, that\will | 
= ane friends or enemies to ge+— rat} - 
ore' watch them: ca __ And 
kin diſcharging your'part, *earneſtly begs 
of. ſy to oft: to change _ renew 
your uſb : To take the ſtony heart out 
f your. fleſh, and to, give you re Abu Hal ry ag ws 
Sa: bis im, humble, pure, under 
hearts, hearts : inflat 'with love 
ts SR, ahd "eſtabliſhed. in -this teſo- 
lution, to. follow 'bim to. the utmoſt: of 
your pawer in an holy life, and ſo toiconti- 
Jus ſtedfaſt to the death, whatever.h2 iſ- 
be. So ſhall you be religious in. good 
earneſt,: account Gods ſervice perfect free- 
dom, follow Chriſt. wich great delight, 
and Hoolly enjoy him for ever in his wu 
Lk Kingdom. ee 


AP 


SJ 4 DD Y 


Ends. 


vil. 


——_ tht Relirion j is Rational: o you 
' the ways of Religion, take then at 
the worſt, are better than the wayes 


- 196 conf dered with their preſent Con- 


or preſent np oa and ſuture Res 
"wards, - 
"T% this Fay may not Fxvell to'tog 
, eata bulk, 1 ſhall offer but” two 

ori more to: your thoughts, which, may 
prove'as ſtrong ſhields a ainſt allthe temp- 


vil ; and as powerfull motives to. an holy 
and Religious life, as any before menti- 
oned : Namely, * the 'Reaſonablenefs of 
Gods Service, or of Religion, and its ex- 
- cellency above the. ways of fin, 
F. 1. That Religion is Rational, or the 
Tervice God requires of us, is high! rea- 
am12.1; ſonable. This St. Paul affirms : 7 Leſeech 
you brethren by the mercies of G d, that ye 
boy ent 'your bodies a living Sacrifice , 
yy vrepocie wito God, which i your 
reaſo- 


of ſin, take. them: at the beſt : that” 


' Comitants. and: future Conſequents ; 


rations of the Warld.the Fleſh;arid the De: | 


q 


yeaſonable ſervice, 


be you. aſſure 


. Religion F Rational. 


Romans to 's Religious . life, . becoming. 


| the Goſpel; or to conſecrate” and devote 


themſelves to, Gods ſervice, in tranſlated* : 


and borrowed ſpeeches or words from the .- 


offering ' of. Sacrifice : : And. tells them. 


he would not have it ſeem to them” an 


hard ſaying, or. an unreaſonable requeſt, 
that he enjoyns them to þe thus holy, 


and to ferye God with all the powers of 
For whatever 
or ap might be. 

contrary ; yet 
the offering up to God. 


their. ſouls 'and bod yes, 


they.” might think , 
dy to ſug peel to: 


this willing, living, and holy Sacrifice, 
is but what is juſt and right, .and what 


in reaſon. you ought to, 'do.; Thu. aoadlut. 
xeretiar, 'tis but: your reaſonable ſervice, 
Now if you will ſhew your ſelves men, 
rguretit maſt needs_prevail with. 
bat Religion is Rational; Though 


4 


Gigs : chings in Þ be above reaſon; yet 
there is nothing required in it, . but what is 
highly reaſon 


equal, muſt needs be reaſonable, If ever 
men do things rational and hecoming them- 
ſelves, - it is upon ſerious thought and due 


Where he exhorts his 


able. Are not my wayes equal, Ezck.18. ' 
ſairh the Lord? Why what is juſt and 25: 


j 


conſideration 3 upon which David tells pal, 119 


(you, he betook himſelf to. Gods _ 59e 
an 
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x06 Religion is Rational. 
and turned his feet unto Gods teſtimonies. And 
is it not ſaid of the Prodigal, har when he 
came to himſelf, he returned to his Father ? 
while he was hairbrain'd, mad and'inconſi- 
derate, beſide. himſelf ( as it were ) he 
went on in his riotous courſe after his 
harlots 3 butwhen he came to. reflect, to; 
conſult his reaſon, he quickly comes to this 
reſolution , [-wefl return to. my Father, 
Hence Religion in Scripture is called Wik 
dom, and the R 

knowing and the prudent man. And fin 
is ſtyled Folly and Fooliſhneſs, and wicked 


 Lnk.15-17 
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| *"* make this more apparent, we ſhall conſ- 
- der the ſeveral parts of Religion, as the 


Credenda, . Agenda and Speranda : thoſe | | 


things which Religion requires us to be- 


lieve,' do and hope for ; all which are highly | 


rational, or agreeable to Reaſon. es 

F. 2. To begin with the. Credenda, ar 
what Religion requires us to Believe. 
"Le AS that there is a God ; this is the 
firſt principle 'in--Religion, the firſt thing 
Religion requires our belief of, He that 
Heb. 11.6. cometh to God, muſt believe that he 1s, faith 


Credenda. 


' the Apoſtle. * And is not this highly ratio- 


nal, to believea God, a firſt Being, who 
gave being to all other things in 
and Earth ? why did David ſtyle him - 

CE ns F ao| 


e Religious man the-wiſe, the | 


men Fools and Unreaſonable. Now to | 


eaven |. 


their common ends? . Is it by: 


 , Reliviont Rational. 
Fool who ſaid mm his heart, there :is mo God; 
if it were not agreeable to reaſon to believe 
there is one ? If.-you, conſider the whole 
world and all. the parts of it, can auy man 
in reaſon. think tka together by 
Chance? if you caſt your eyes u 

the Heavens, and take a yiew of the 


towards 

| | 2W Q com- 
paſs of thoſe. valt Bodies, conſider the glo- 
ry of the Sun, the light of the Moou and 
Stars, the beguty; order and exact moti- 
on-of them all, continuing ſome thouſands. 
of years without error, diminution or 1n- 
terruption.; Or\;if you look | downward. 


upon the Earth, ; and conſider- how it is: 


founded and faſtened without; prop or 
to hang im.the 'middle 


pillar, -and mapa 1 
of the Air ; how it is : compaſſed with 


waters, : which ſwell aboye 1t;..is inter- 


veined with Rivers, covered. with graſs 
and herbs ;\ inriched with ſundry choyce 
and vertuous : Minerals ; beautiftied with 
flowers, and furniſhed with all manner of 
fruits, neceſſary for man and beaſt ; is it 
ratonial to think, that all this is by chance ?; 
Is it by chance that things in their own na- 
ture moſt contrary, as hot and cold, moiſt. 


| [and dry, fluid and firm, ſhall all conſpire 


to the advantage of the Creature, as ta 
1 | chance 
that the Springs do feed the Rivers, the 

Rivers 


Religion is Rational. 


\** Rivers theSea, the Sea the Clonds, the 


_ 'Plal. 4+ 


Clouds the Earth, the Earth the Beaſts, and 
the Beaſts Men ? Surely a.man, when he 
ſees a fair Houſe or goodly Ship, * which is 
made of many pieces of timber, iron. 
ſtone, &c, which grew in ſeveral. parts of 
the Earth,' may as reaſonably * conclude, 
that theſe ſeveral parts did' of themſelves 
meet wap 'by chance 'and 'make up 
that Building' or Veſſel,” as believe that 


Ear 
were made and put into that order with- 
out the wiſdom of a great Creator. This firſt 


thing then to be believed, is highly rario- 
-nal, viz. That there is a God. , "OF 

2. That this God, this firſt Being or 
Creator, is the chjefeſt good. ' And is it 


not reaſonable alſo to beheye this ? There 
is 11 every man an innate defire '' of good. 


Who will ſhew us any good ? is” the har- 
monious inqueſt of all mankind, And that, 
there is a chief good, the light of Nature. 


and Reaſon teacherh us. The Heathen be- 


lieved god fit, though' they 'could not. 
agree quid" ſit _ bonum. And. our 
| 


experience will tell us, this chief good 


1s not in any thing here below : 'Tis not 


in Riches, or Honours, or Pleaſures, be- 


cauſe all theſe are both uncertain and un- 


latis- 


the poodly frame of the Heavens' and | .. 
, With all things that are therein, 


tea o ko AR. mhqQ 55a 


the 
and 
1 he 
h is 
-0n;. 


s of. / 


ide, 
Ives 


that | 
and 
ein, 


ith- 
firſt 
n10- 


or 
S it 
ere 
od. 


lar- | 


hat. 


ure, 


be- 
not 
ur. 
od 

10t. 
J)E- 

n- 
t5- 


| Religion is Rational, 
ſatisfying ;. Therefore 'tis-rational to conl- 
clude, it can be nothing beneath or ſhort. of 
him who -hath made 3ll things both in 


Heaven :anfd [ Earth; and hath. breathed ._. 


into man this ſpark of defire after good, 
which nothing can extinguiſh ; nor any 
thing but -himſelf fully fatisfie. Thus far 
then Religion is reaſonable in what it re- 

uires us to believe;that there is a God,and 


, that this God is the chiefeſt good. - 


3. That this God hath made all things 
in this lower world for ſome End. Is it 


' not rational to believe this? who is1o ir- 
. rational, ' as to think a wiſe man ſhould 


ſpend many years in .contriving ſome” En- 
vine, or other excellent piece of- art, and 
e at vaſt coſt to. accompliſh it, but he 


| hath ſome end in it? So: certainly, the 


reat and eternal Wiſdom hath deg 
Man and all other Creatures which he hath 
made, to. their particular, Ends; as. ap- 
pears by that © propenſity and appetite 


- which he hath imprinted in their natures 


towards that end, as the main point and 
{cope of their being. And what ſhould 


this end.be, but ( as Solomon tells us) his Prov.16.3; ls 


own glory? This is alfo rational to be- 
lieve, that God made all things for him- 
ſelf, and more eſpecially Man for his ſer- 
vice; and all other thipgs to be uſefull and 


ſer- 
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ſerviceable to man; and man to admite 
and adore lis Maker, to ſerve and wor- 
ſhip him in a'. peculiar manner, That of 


| the Prophet looksthis way z 1 have cre- 
Ha. 431.7 ated him for my Glory. Here. is. both the 


Author and end of mans Creation. ' The 
Author. God, 1 have Created him; the 
' End,. for ry Glory. And it. is greatly rea- 
ſonaþle to believe this. For how abſurd 
1s it: to think, that. God ſhould ſet up this 
admirable honſe of che viſible world, and 
put mian in. poſſeſſion of all, and yet ex- 
pet no Rent from this Inhabirant, no fe- 
alty from this Tenant ? To coticeive that 
God ſhould make a body 1o curiouſly 
wrought in the Tower parts of the Earth'; 
Embfroyder it with Nerves, Veins, Arteries 
and variety. of proportion and parts ( mi- 
racles enough between head and foot to 
fill a volamney? and enliven this body with a: 
park of his own fire,a ray of his own light, 
an Angelical; Heaven-born ſoul, endow- 


ed with all faculties of Will, Memory, 


Underſtanding and Reaſon, and ſuch high 
perfeCtions, befitting it for the ſervice of 
Its Creator, and ſend this Excellent Crea- 
' ture into_the world, making all things 
therein ſubje& 'to him, meerly' ro ear, 
driuk, ſeep, buy, fell, and purſue finfull 
deliglits and pleaſures? Certainly the wiſe 
Tony -- ea Bopt) 


| fo much coſt and care: 
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God Imd an higher and nobler end and de- 
fgn in framing and faſhioning. Man with 
Yamely, the 
lerving and glorifying himſelf, who hath 
ſo fearful and wonderfully made him; and 
fo plentifully and richly provided for him. 
And therefore the Few:ſh Talmud pro- 
pounding the Queſtion, Why God made 
man on the Sabbath-Eve ? gives this anſwer, 
That he might preſently enter upon ſanCti- 
fying the Sabbath; and ſo begin his life 
with the worſhip of God, which was the 
chief end and reaſon of his creation. 
Whereasif God had not intended man for 
an higher end than eating, drinking, ſleep- 
ing ar taking his plealure, which is the 
life of a , then brutiſh principles had 
been ſufficient for ſuch Brutiſh ends and 
practices. The ſoul- of a Beaſt might 

ave ſerved his turn : But ſince God [hath 
made man an intelligent Creature, and 
given him a reaſonable ſoul, which 'no 


{| other creature in this world hath, 'tis reaſo- 


nable to believe he hath made him for an 
higher end, than the other Creatures. 
And thoſe who will help the weak eyes of 
nature by the glaſs of Scripture, cannot 
but ſee the Makers end in mans excellen- 
CY. It is written in ſuch broad letters; 
that God made Man to ſerve him, on 

| ew 
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ſhew forth his praiſe, that he that rung 
may read it, ' Thus you'ſee, that thoſe 

_ things which Religion requires our belief 

| of, as that God is, is the cheifeſt good, 

and hath made all things for ſome end, 

. and man eſpecially for his ſervice; ate all 
arpecable 0 mann; 

Agenda. . $:3. Then for the Azenda, the prattick 
part of Religion, or thoſe things, which 
Religion roquiees you to do, it is all {till 

but reaſonable ſervice. To. convince you 

of this, conifider it, as it is ſet down in 

{ſundry places of Scripture, which contain 

the whole of Religion, or whole duty. of 

| man in this particular. Begin with Sole- 
Eccleſ. 12, 7707, Let us hear the concluſion of the 
13s whole matter : Fear God and keep his com- 
' nandments, for. this is the. whole duty of 

man. Andis not all this your. reaſonable 


ſervice or duty ? that you ſhould fear and. 


reverence, and have an awful dread upon 
. Your ſpirits of that God, that hath made 
all things and governs all thiigs, that pon- 
dereth the goings of man, and ſeeth all 
the thoughts and imaginations of-his heart ? 
That God at whole preſence the mountains 
fall down, the Rocks rend., and the Earth 
trembles and quakes; that.God who (_ as 
_ the wiſe man ſpeaks in the following words 
will bring every work into judgment, _ 
Co 
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' beſtow eternal rewards or inflict eternal pu- 


niſhments upon men, according to their 
works done here in the fleſh, is itnot reaſo- 
mable you ſhould fear him, and keep his Com- 


mandments, whoſe Commandments are not 


. grievous, but holy, juft and good ? Who hath 


an abſolute ſoveratgnty over you and all the 
world, to command what he pleaſeth, and 
is pleaſed to command nothing, but what 
the diſcharge or doing of, ſhall make for 
your good, as well as his own glory ? Who 
in his wiſdom and mercy hath ſo interwo- 
ven his honour with our ſalvation, that we 
cannot ſeek the promotion of the one, but 
we neceſſarily promote the. other ; to ob- 


Fſerve and do theſe commands to the ut- 


moſt of our power, is it any whit more 


_ thanreaſonable ? Hear alſo what the Pro- ''Þ 
phet 4:cah faith in this caſe: He hath Mich. 6.8. Wl 
ſhewed thee, O ' man, what is good : and : 


what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk. 
bumbly with thy God ? Here again is the 
whole -practice of piety ; and ſurely no- 
thing bur reaſon in it. That men ſhould 
deal juſtly one with another, be kind, 
loving.and mercifull. That they ſhould 
walk humbly in the fight of God, be- 
tween whom and us there is an infinite dif- 
proportion; for God is in Heaven, we on 
Earth 
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Earth; God perfectly holy,and we both ori- 


ginally ' and actually 4mpure and unclean : 


and js not-humtlity in us' towards this God 
a reaſonable duty ? Again; The grace of 


God that bringeth ſalvation ({aith St. Paul ) 
teacheth. us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly lufts, we. ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly and godly. Here is the ſum of all 
Religion; an 


righteouſneſs, and' deny thoſe wordly 
lofts, which deprave your natures, darken 
your underſtandings, and befot your reaſon; 
as Whoredom , Drunkenneſs, Covetoul- 
neſs, Intemperance, and the like, . which 


*make men very. beaſts, or in ſome ſence 


worſe than beaſts ? Yea which deſtemper 
and diſeaſe the body, marre your health, 
ſhorten your lives, and -ruin and deſtroy 
your. immortal Souls ?..And on the contra- 


xy, that you ſhould be ſober, righteous and 
godly, which tends to the refining and 


heightning of * your | natures, the health 
and happineſs of your bodies, and the 
eternal welfare of your ſouls in both 
worlds; can any thing be offered or pre- 
ſcribed to man, more reaſonable than this ? 
To ſum up all in the words of our bleſſed 


| Lord; Whatſoever you would that - men 


ſhould do unto you, that do ye unto _—_ 
or 


is it not highly tational, 
that youſhould forſake thoſe ways of un- 
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for thisis the Law and the Prophets. Here 
our Saviour tells you is all ( as to practice ) 
that God and. Religion requires of you ; 
and is- not this highly reaſonable ? Would 
you not that others ſhould diſhonour, dil- 
credit, wrong , defraud you, or covet 
any thing that is yours; is it not reaſon- 
able you do not theſe things to them ? Or 
would you have others kind, merciful, 
juſt and charitable to you ; is it not rea- 

{onable you ſhould be 1o to them ? One 
of the Heathen Emperors was 1o 'taken 
with this ſaying of our Saviour, that te 
cauſed it to be written in ſundry places of 
his Palace, and ſeverely puniſhed him that 
id not obſerve it : And fo admired Chriſt 
or it, that he would have built” a Temple 
to him; but that he feared it would have 
proved the ruine of thoſe Temples dedi- 

cated to their Gods. - And certainly he 

muſt put off the uſe of reaſon, and difown 
thename of man, - that will not acknowledg 
this is, reaſonable, to do. in all things 'as 
he would be done unto. And this is the 
ſum of all Religion. This ( faith Chriſt ) 
is the Law and the Prophets. Hitherto 
then all that God and Religion requires of 
you, 1s but reaſonable ſervice. - 


F. 4. Asto the ſperanda or munera, the Sands) 


| er ; * » ſzue munerd 
reward of Religion, or which Religion artironcgs 
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romiſeth and procureth to her ſincere fol- 
owers, as-a peaceable conſcience, a _ 

mind, communion with God, the ſenle of 

his favour and love,pardon of fin, and the a- 

doption - of ſons here, and eternal bliſs - 

hereafter : a Crown, a Kingdom, Coheir- 
ſhip with the Son of God, yea ſuch rewards 
as eye hath not ſeen. nor ear heard, nor can it 
enter into the heart of man to conceive. You 


muſt needs grant 'tis highly reaſonable, a 


man {ſhould prefer theſe before fading plea- 


ſures and {enſualdelights;and that he ſhould ' 
{eek the attainment and enjoyment of them 
by all means, ſeeing the preſent and future 


welfare of the whole man, ſoul and body, 
depends upon it. And ſeeing there 1s n0# 


way -or means by which you can ſecure - 
thele to your ſelves, but by _ truly holy 


and Religious, by following Chriſt in that 


pattern of obedience and holineſs he hath 


ſet before us, the doing of this muſt needs 
be our moſt reaſonable {ervice. 

F. 5. Henceforward then (whatever Sa- 
tan may ſuggeſt, young men !) conclude all 
Atheiſm and Irreligion to be irrational, 
which teacheth men to dream and fancy 
that there is noGod, but that all things came 
by chance, and by chance continue ; that 
there is no future ſtate, no future reward 
to be expected or future puniſhment be 

_ cat- 
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feared 3 that man lives only for himſelf, 
and when he dyes, 1s like the beaſts thar 
periſh; that the thing called Religion is 


only an invention to keep the lower ſpirit of 
the world in awe and order. Certainly an 


Atheiſt 1s but a beaſt in the proportion and 


dreſs of a man; or» man bereft of thar 
quality which diſtinguitheth him from a 
beaſty Reaton. For. it is impoſſible for a 


man to manifeſt more want of reaſon, than 


in denying God and wandering from him, 
who is the fountain of his being, and Well- 
ſpring of all his bleſſedueſs, And nothing 
doth more evidence a mans reafon, than to 
acknowledg a Supream Truth to be believ- 
ed,a chief good to be embraced,a great and 
eternal God to be adored and worſhiped. 
And therefore though Philoſophers differ- 
en8e man from bruits by his cheif natural 
quality, v:z, Reaſon ; yet ſome Divines like 


_ ratherto do it by his ſupernatural excel- 


lency viz. Religion. Partly becanſe Reli- 
ion is the higheſt and trueſt reaſon, and 
- cou cauleth the greateſt eſſential di- 
ſtinCtion or difference : And partly becauſe 
Religion is the end and excellency of the 
rational creature, of ' which Bruits, are 
wholly incapable : Atheiſm therefore is 
moſt unreaſonable. And how great will 
your condemnation be, who profeſs to be- 
I 3 lieve 
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lieve this, and yet refuſe to ſerve God and 
to give him that Sacrifice that is due to 


. him, and which you confeſs is but your 


reaſonable ſervice ? what, will you act 
againſt your reaſon and conſcience ? will 
not the {enſe of the worth of your immor- 
tal {onls,- nor the ſerious conſideration of 
the weight of an unchangeable eſtate in a- 
nother warld? rior the convictions ofa Gods 
Spirit and your own conſciences, that 
Religion is reaſonable, prevail with you 
to be religious' m good earneſt, and to 
ſerve God with all the' powers and faculties 
of your {ouls and bodies ? Are you convin- 
ced that the true and living God hath 
made you for an higher end, than to gra- | 
tie your ſenſual appetite, follow your 
particular callings, and mind lying vanities ? 
why then -do yon not mind things of an 
wh nature and import,' the ſervice of 
God and falvation of your own ſouls ? why 
do you yet lay out your mopey for that which 
is not bread, and your labour for that 
nhich will never ſatisfie; againſt the di- 
Ctates of Reaſon and Convictions of your 
own - Confciences? Are you convinced, 
thar God in all reſpes is the beſt Mafter, 
and that Religion will bring you the great- 
eſt profit and ſureſt-gain in the end ; ha- 
ving the promiſe both of the life that now ” 
an 
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and of that which is to come? Why then 
will you not ſerve God and become Reli- 
Sious ? Do you notknow that ſins againſt - 
conicience will bring upon you the greateſt 
Vengeance ? Are ; not alſo convinced 
of this, that men when they come to 'dye 
wiſh they had minded Religion more, 
and ſerved God better ? And do you not. 


think that when death ſeizeth you; i you 
' 'ſhall be of the ſame mind, and ſay, O 


thatT had more regarded holineſs and the 
practice of Religion, and dedicatef'ahd:de- 
voted- my ſelf to'Go$ by an holy life, 
who made me, heaped many mercies up- 
on me, and promiſed infinite and eternal 
rewards to me? And willnot the thoughts 
and remembrances of your neglect of Reli- 
Sion and ſervice of God now at death, -be 
more bitter than the practice of it could 
haye: been burthenſome in your life ? 


Without doubt it will and muſt. Therefore 


i you would'-not be ſelf-condemned- at 
death and judgment, reſolve, to become 
ſpeedily and ſeriouſly Religtots ; to re- 
deem your time, to ſerve the true and 
Living God with the deepeſt humility, 
the greateſt fear, the hotteſt love, and 
higheſt faith ; and the-remainder of your 


days to have your fruits unto holineſs, that 


rhe eld may be everlaſting life. 
; : I 4 fe CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Wherein ts briefly ſet forth the excellen- 
cy of the wayes of Religion above the 
wayes of Sin. 

$. L Sa farther po ſwaſive to the 

practice of Religion and an. 
holy life, conſider that the way of holineſs, 
the way: to Heaven, take it at the very 
worſt, with all the miſeries and afflicti- 
ons that - may attend it, is better than 
the way of ſin, the way to Hell, take it 
at the very beſt, with all the ſenſual de- 
lights and pleaſures thatare to be found in 
it. The pooreſt, bittereſt, moſt deſpiſed 
way to reſt and felicity, is infinitely more 
chooſable, than the richeſt,ſweeteſt, fulleſt 
and faireſt way to torment and miſery. 

It is better to go to Chriſt through a Dun- 

, Seon in chains of iron, than to Satan 

through a Paradiſe in chains -of Gold. 

. Look upon theſe twq with a proper, real, 

and ſound eſtimation, and there 1s no com- 

pariſon between the worſt of Piety and 
the beſt of Iniquity. One is called the 
way of darkneſs, the other the way of 
light,the one the way of truth; the otlfer the 

VE 


excellent than Sin. 


way of error : . the way of holineſs is called: 
the way of life ; the way of fin, the way 
of death. The one ends in the higheſt com- 

union with God, the other in the fulleſt 


ſeparation from God. The former leads 


o the greateſt {upernatural bleſſedneſs, 
the other to the loweſt and moſt inconceiv- 
able deſtruction. Now that I may fully 
onvince your judgments of the truth of 
his point, I ſhall hint ſome ſcripture argu- 
- ments to confirm it; and ſuch as carry 
ith them the greateſt force of reaſon to 
perſwade the minds of men to believe it. 
They are ſuch as theſe, | 

F. 2. . Though there be more miſerable 
ils inthe way of the Godly, yet there 
Ire more ſinfull evils in the way of the 
wicked : Divines diſtinguiſh of evils. Sin- 
full and ſorrowfull evills.. Sorrowfull or 
\penall evils, which are theſe, outward 
 Jofles, abridgment , want , diſquietnels, 
pain, ſickneſs, reproach, and ſuch like. 
here are indeed many of theſe evils in 
he way of the righteous. And there are 
Infall evils,. as wickedneſs of heart, pro- 
fanenels of life,in the way of the ungodly. 
Now conſider all the ſorrowful, milerable 
vils of this life, and they are but minima 
in genere malorum, the leaſt kind of evils. 
As the good things of this life are = 
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| are oppolite to theſe outward © good 
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feaſt kind of good things ; therefore 0 | 
often heaped upon the wicked. - And |" 


( as I faid) theſe outward evils, which. 


things, are but the leaſt kind of evils, 
As Poverty is oppoſite to Riches, impri- 


ſonment to liberty, ſickneſs to health, and] 
want to fulneſs ; But what is a ſinful evil ] 
oppoſite to ? Tis oppoſite to the beſt, to 
the greateſt good, that is God. Oppe-| 
fite to the Will of God, to' the nature, | 


glory, preſence and ' fruitton of God, 


Some good may come by forrowfull evils: | 
a man may climb to Heaven by the croſs, | 


as the good Thief did. But no good 
can come to a man by fſinfull evils ; for 


they are all en Bay: damning. Now| 
l 


what is alight aMiction for a moment, to 
a deſtruction endleſs and intolerable ? 


F. 3. There be ſome croſſes in the way | 
of Holineſs and Religion ; but there beþ 
Our Savi-| 
our hath ſaid indeed, 1f any man will come 


many curſes in the way of fin. 


after me, let him take up his croſs and follow 
me. Such muſt expect'trouble, 
advantage 1s, as the Chriſtian is not ex- 
empted from the Croſs, ſo neither 1s the 
Croſs divided from the Comfort. Bur 4 
their ſaſferings abound, fo their conſolation 


abounds much more by Chriſt, And a ſweet| 


ned 


But theſ 
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ned Croſs, is better than an imbittered 
'Tis better that the. meat Iye in __ 
the rag, Brine, than rot in the ſweet-, 
eſt honey. But on the comrary, in the- 
way of fin there are( it may be not ſo 
'many Croſſes, but ) more Curſes. As the 
way of the wicked is filled up with fins, 


'Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe of the wic- 
:ked, but he bleſſeth the habitation of the juſt. 


wicked. © Curſed ſhall he be in the Field ;, **t* 
Cirſed ſhall he be in the City ; Curſed im his 
basket, "in his ſtore, &c. And is not this a 
miſerable way, that a man cannot ſet a 
Repinit, but a Curſe attends him ? Is not 
a Priſon where the lisht of Geds counte- 
nance ſhines, better than a Palace where 
\thecloud of Gods wrath ſets?Is it not better 
to meet with. unpleaſant Phyſick, than to, 
drink a delightfull Cup of Poyſon ? Is not 
aCroſs in the way and happineſs in the 
end, better than pleaſure in the way and 
Curſedneſs in the end ? Then the way of 
Religion is better than the way of fin, 

$, 4- Though in the way of fin you 
may enjoy more of the Creature, yet in 
the ways of holineſs you ſhall enjoy more | 
of God, Wicked men in Scripture are - 
e 
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| ux 
fo 'tis filled up all along with Curſes The Pro. 3-33, 


And in the 28th of Deuteronomy, lee how Deur. 28, 
thick Curſes are fown in the way of the 4d fnem 
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led children of the night, good men chil. 
dren of the day. Now though in the night 
there be moreſtars, yet in the day there 


is more Sun, and the Sunlight is better 


than ſtarlight. The ungodly poſſeſs more 
of this world, therefore called the men of 
the world: whole bellies God is faid to 
fill with this world, as he did Dzves his; 
but he had better been without it. And 
David ſpeaking of the wicked faith, rhey 
have more than heart can wiſh, And Fob 
ſets forth the abundance that befals them : 
but all this is but the world, but the 
Creature. And as the Princes kiſs was 
more valuable than his cup of Gold; fo 
the good we enjoy from God is more than 
all we can enjoy from the Creature. In 


the way to deſtruction you may have, 


more riches ; but in the way to Heaven you 
ſhall have more graces, which are more 
pretious than Gold, yea than fine Gold 
that periſheth. In the way of fin. you 
may have the acclamation of men ; but in 
the way -of holineſs you ſhall be ſure to 
have the approbation of God. A wicked man 
may ſay in his way, this houſe is mine, 
this eſtate, theſe poſſeſſions mine ; | but the 
57 man may fay, this Heaven is mine, 


' this Jeſus is mine. All that the one can 


boaſt of, is, that theſe Creatures are mine 
| and 


' excellent than Sin. 

and theſe fins are mine; but the other 
may ſay, God is mine, his love mine, his 
favour, his mercy, his promiſes, all mine 


-ffor evermore. Judge now, is it not better 


to enjoy a ſpring than a drop, the Sun 
than a candle, the Subſtance than 'the 
ſhadow ? Is not fulneſs better than emp- 
tineſs, the chiefeſt good, which is God, 
than the leaſt good, which is the Crea- 
ture ? Is it not better to poſſeſs glorious 
certainties, than ſpecious, ſeeming no- 
things and vanities? In a word 1s it not 
better to enjoy him, who alone is all hap- 
pinels, than all other things, which with- 
ont him are but a cypher ? then the way 
of holineſs is better than the way: of ſin. 
$. 5. The way of ReligiM hath more 
liberty in it thah the way of fin. I know 
you will think this a ſtrange aſlertion. 'Tis 
for this reaſon .that wicked men chooſe the 
way of fin, thar they may have liberty. 
This is one main end of their walking in 
this way, and main cauſe of their being 
ſo hardly brought off from it, becauſe '1is 
wide and broad, and they may have 
room and liberty enough. But they are 
deceived in their end, for there is more 
liberty in-the waies of God, than in the 
waies offſin. To make this good, know, 
there is a threefold liberty. 


[| 
I. An 


Religion more. 

1. An indifferetitliberty, which is con- [lj 
verſant about the lawful uſe of the Crea- || 
ture : The way. of Religion barres not' this 
liberty at all, nor diminiſheth it, but adds 
to it rather ; adds ſome drams of ſweet- 


neſs to reliſh the Creature. A Religious [bo! 


perſon may buy, ſell, matty, eat and. 
drink, and glad his heatt' in the lawful uſe. 
of Creature-comforts ; though -not diſho- 
nour God and defile his own ſoul by the || 
abuſe of them, as' the wicked do; wha 
by their fin poyſon all their lawful things. 
Drunkenneſs and Exceſs turns his meat 
and drink into poylon, pride makes: his 
garments infectious ; all his bleſſings be- 
come a curſe, and his very liberty in theſe 
things a per ſlavery, by his vile luſts, 
| So thata godly man enjoyeh more [jber- 
ty about the ule of lawful things, than any 
wicked man upon Earth whatſoever. 

2, Thereis a carnal liberty, which is 
nothing elſe but the licentionſneſs of a 
mans luſts, the liberty of a corrupt, a 
baſe heart ; a liberty for men to do evil, 
to act as they liſt, and to live without all 
check or controll. Our tongues are our own, | 
who ſhall be Lord over us ? | confeſs Reli- 
gion allows no ſuch liberty , which , is 
al{ly fo called ; and the way of Religion 


is not at all the worſe for denying men this 
| liber- 


con- 
;rea- 


liberty 3 but the better. As it is-no defect, 
but a perfection in God, that he cannot 


this [lye, or deny himſelf, fo it is the excel-, 
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lency of Religion that it allows not of a 
licentious liberty ; which in truth is a 
bondage, and wholly inconſiſtent with true 
liberty. - The Holy Ghoſt calls the ſer- 2 Pet. 2. 
viceof fin, a bondage. And will you call 29 

this liberty, which God himſelf calls a 
bondage, and the wayft of bondage, 1ſpi- 

ritual bondage, to corruption, fin and Sa- 

tan-? who worketh in wicked men effect- 

tually, ruleth over 'their hearts, and car- 

ries them captive at his will ? is this liber- 

ty,to be held with the chain of Hell ? Is that 

man atliberty, who is at the command of 

every vile luſt ; if his laſts bid him ſwear, 

he ſwears, lye, ſteal, commit adultery, 

do this or that ſinful ation, and he doth 

it? Is that man at liberty, who -.is now 
captivated to one fin, then to another ? 

One while a ſlave to prodigality, then to 
covetouſneſs; now a ſlave to preſump- . 

tion, then to deſpair; now to exceſhve 

mirth and revelling, then to exceeding 

fears and horrors ; while his luſts give his 

ſoul no reſt 9ightor day, but tire him out 

from time to time with importunity ; and: 

all he doth, hedoth with a flaviſh ſpirit? 
Sometimes anxious and careful how to 
com- 


excellent than Sin. m——_—_— ——— 


© Relinon move 
commicte and then fearing leſt thoſe |- 
fins ſhduld be diſcovered ? Firſt his evil 
heart fſollicits him to fin, and he cannot 
withſtand it ; and afterwards his conſci- 
ence ( like Fudas his) torments him for 
ſin, that he cannot endure it. And look 
how many luſts you have unmortified, ſo 
many Lords, and worſe than "Egyptian | 
taskmaſters, you have over you. This 
is all the liberty-yowhave in the way offin, 
wherein there lies Serjeants, Jaylors,Fears, 
Attachments, and thy own Conticience both 
Witneſs, Judge, Priſon and Hell. But in 
the way of Religion and holineſs, there 
is a ſpiritual liberty, the higheſt attainable J 
in this world ; this is liberty from the do- 
-minion of ſin, from the curſe of the Law, 
and from all condemnation. It is ſach'a 
liberty as takes away the ſpirit of meg = 
and puts in thefpirit of - adoption, the 1pl- 
rit of love, making us willing to ſetve God, 
Whoſe ſervice is perfet freedom. Here- 

is a liberty to plead for mercy at the throne | 
of grace, and doth never-ceaſe till it be- 
conſummated 'in glory. - Therefore if you 
are for true liberty,chooſe the way of Reli- 
gion: for the contrary is fo far from liber- 
ry,that it is the greateſt ſlavery and bondage 
on this {ide Hell. | 


$. 6. In the way of Religion and holi- | 
nels 
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excellent: than; $51. 


. neſs,/ as you ſhall have Liberty, ſo all things 


elſe that are needful to make the way 
.eafie and delightful to you : A ſafficient 
Guide, God : Thou ſhalt guide me" by thy 
counſel, and afterward recerve me to glory. 
A: better Guide' you' cannot deſire}, "and 
better counſel you' cannot have; "tis {ufft- 


' £ient to direct: you in all dangers, ' fears, 


temptations and difficulties: To every one 
that walks in this way, God gives the fame 
aſlurance, that he did to Facob': I well be 
-with thee, and keep thee in all places whither 
thou goeſt, and I'will not leave thee.” When 
thou art weary, I will give thee reft'; when 


| thon falleſt, I will raiſe thee up : when 


thou wandereſt, I will reduce thee : | when 
thou art fainting, I will ſtrengthen thee ? 
when thou dyeſt, I will ſave thee; 7 w:ll 


never leave thee nor forſake thee. And as the 
| omnipotent and - omniſcient God will ' be 


your Guide in this way, fo he will afford 
you all needful helps and afhſtances, to 


help you forward, both inward and out- 
.| ward : Inward, his Spirit and Grace, pre- 


venting, corroborating , renewing , pre- 
{ſerving grace,” which ſhall daily increafe 
in. your ſouls: All outward aids and af- 
bitances ; as the Word, which is called a 
Staff to keep thee from- falling, and a Light 


which 


"126 


Plal. 73, 
24» 


Gen.28, 
I 5 


to keep thee from ſtraying;the Sacraments, | 
| K 


1187 
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| which areas dew upon thy 


Religion more 
creaſe them, and ſeals to thy Faith to con- 
frm it to the. end : The help 

faithful ſervants, living and dead. The 


' dead recordedin Scripture, help thee by 


And asthis way brings plory'to God, ſo | 


their Examples; the living by their Pray- 
ers. And above allthou hat Chriſt in Hea- 
ven, making continual interceſſion for thee. 
This very conſideration proclaims the -way 
of Religion more excellent and more ett 


. ., Sible, than the way of ſn. 5, cf 
.  $. 7. Add to this, thatthe way of:Reliphs | 
on though: ſomewhat ſtrict and: difficalt; 


is the .ouly way to.glorific God and'enridy 
your ſelves. The glory of God is the 


principal end .of your. Creation and - Rez 
demption. All that you have andare, your 
lives, eſtates, ſouls, bodies, - parts, are: all 


from God, and. given for God, -and' ought 


to be improved to'his glory. You neither” 
made your ſelves, :nor were made for your: 


ſelves 3. neither is any-thing- given to you 


to ſerve your luſts. Honours are not -given' 


to, make men. proud, .nox;iAuthority- to' 


make men inſolent; i nor..Riches to: maalce- 


men idle, nor parts to'makei'men ſubtil'iti 
evil; \but-all to make'us 'pood,.'and+ to 
render us more apt to glorifie our 'Maker. 


gain to your ſelves. As a man who walks 
on 


of all Gods ' 


excellent than Sin. 


on in a way: of lin, though he could gain 


the world muſt be a loſer in the end, be- 
cauſe he lofeth his own ſoul: . So . if 4 
Chriſtian _pangen in the way of righteouſ- 
neſs and true holineſs, ſhould lole all he 
hath-in this world, ifhe ſhould never ſee a 


quiet day upon Earth, never feel a drop 


of joy in his heart, never eat a morſel of 
bread but in a priſon, nor ever do any 
ſervice for God but at a Stake ; yet in the 
end, continuing faithful, he is a great 

ner ifor all this, becauſe. he ſaves his 


1oul and gains Heaven: And becauſe theſe 


light affliftions, for a moment, ſhall end in a 
tor more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. | And our bleſſed: Saviour ſaich, He 


| that forſakgs Father, 'or Mother, or hauſes 
| erdands for my ſake, . ſhall receive an hun- 


dred fold in the life that now'is, and in the 
world to come everlaſting life. Therefore 
if you -haye any defirebothto glorifie God 
here, and ſecureto' your ſelyes eternal gain 
hereafter, walk-in. the way of Holinels, 
Piety and Religion. © And which is further 


. andgreatly confiderable, let me laſt of all 
 [mind-yon of this; that neither the way of 
' Religion, 'nor the ſtrictneſs of it will laſt 


long : ' Your works, duties , ſufferings , 
afflictions and crofles ſhall not be for ever. 
Perhaps | you may be Religious, ſtrict 
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The Concluſion. 
and' holy in this: Life a few” yeats,' or 
months, or days ;- and then all thy hard du- 
ties, all thy crofles' apd* afflitions,' all thy 
combares 'and conflicts' with fin, Sathan 
and the world; and all thy* doubts, fears, 
deſpondencies and 'griefs are at an end for 
ever, and thy felicity begins that ſhall ne- 
ver end. BE ON eB, 


| h The Concluſion. 
Aving offered ſome diſſwaſives 


Me 
$ LJ from Sit, and perſwaſives to 
Holineſs ; all that yet 'remains is, my ear- 
neſt and' hearty entreaty, that you would 
fir down, and conſider what you have, read. 
For this little Effay | 
helps. which God affords you)' ſhall afſu- 
redly. be'a witneſs for or againſt you in the 
. day of, Judgment. . Books are like Phy- 
ſick, if they do n't do, good, they do hurt. 


And if any thing make it work kindly, it | 
muſt, be Conſideration :  Pondeting and || 


weighing well in . your , minds, what you 
have read on both ſides; for Piety, 'and 
againſt Tuiquity. Soul matrers, ſpiritual 
and Heavenly things art of eternal mo- 

þ ment; 
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The Conclaſion. 

ment z therefore call for the greateſt deli- 
beration and. ſeriouſneſs. .: But moſt [men 
are raſh and inconſiderate in-thele mighty 
afſairs.;.. therefore . ſo. often in Scripture 
ſtiled Fools; and in truth. there is none, {6 
fooliſh as; the ſinner. ., They conſider not 
what they,do. They.,are carried to their 


courles., with vain, not with ſerious 


thoughts. upon the fury -of raſh reſoluti- 
on, ' not upon the ſtablene(s ,gf advice-and 
counſel, Whereas would, they but. take 
counſel. of themſelves by a deliberate con- 
fideration,, would they. (as; we fay ,pro- 
verbially) bur look, before they leap, they 
might {hymn .many impieties, which . they 
run headlgng-into. For.confideration takes 
an intimate view. of matters, and. rightly 


ponders: of the nature' and. full ſhape of 


things::;it ryrns things over.and over, inſide 


out ; conſiders this and thinkerh of that, it 


ſzeth the beſt and worſt z it compareth na- 
ture with :nature, kind! with kind, canſe 
with cauſe, 'occurrehce with | occurrence; 


iſue- with ine, reaſon with reaſon, and 
A ; _ FR 

end with:end : It asks where and how-a 
' thing begins, and when. and how it ends. 


_ 


So that wonld you take more confideration, 
which ts in your power to_do, you would 
uot be ſo fooliſh and mad in your choice 
for your ſelves, as the moſt are. Had the 
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' The Concluon. 
Prodigal ſon, But well conſidered before. 
hand what would have 'been the ifſye and 
end of leaving his Fathers houſe, for the 
company of Harlots, he would never have 
been ſo haſty- to be 'gone. Had Gehazs 
thought with himſelf, how dear he 'muſt 
y for his two Talents and ſuits of apparel, 
would never have run ſo faſt to over- 
take Naamay,- as he did. Bat generall 
men will not eonfider of the matters of fat- 
vation and damnation. Delight, pleaſure 
or-profit make the ſinner quick and ven- 
tarous, ard will | rg time willingly for 
conſideration, which would be a great 
wound to fin, - and often cruſh that Cocka- 
trice in the Epp, inthe firſt motions af it, 
But mer little conſider, that for' every ſin- 
ful profit or pleafure the, prectous ſoul is 


_ hid to pawn, toanſwer for it. The Drunk- 


ard will not conſider he pawns his ſoul for 
his inebriating 'eups, the Unclean perſon 
for his laſcivious act, the miſerable World- 
ling for his ill-gotten gain; yea and the com- 
mon . Swearer for his raſh Oaths: But 
feed greedily' on the ſweer morſels, and 
ſuck liberally of 'the prefent pleaſures of 
lin, not conſidering - what the Feaſt will 
coſt, when the reckoning's paid, There- 
foreI fay, let me prevail with you to fit 
down and conſider a while: And if your 

COn- 


The Concluſion. 
conſcience tells you, you are yet the {er- 
vants., of Satan, walking in known wayes 
of fin, ask your ſelves whether you have 
ſafficient reaſons for this. your -choyce, 
ſuch as will affgrd. you comfort, when 
leath comes ? What if you ſhould: once a 


day commune; as David ſpeaks) with your 


own. hearts after this manner : 


would my choyce. he then, would it be 


the ſame that now it is,. or hitherto, hath: 
been ? ſhould I then chooſe the pleafures 


of ſin for a ſeaſon, for a few dayes, and re- 
fit the pleaſures at Gods right band. for 


evermore ? Suppoſe I were now tumbling 


and trembling upon my dying bed, 'under 


a cold ſweat, my eyes ſet, my heart faint- 
ing, and my breath departing ( as it muſt 
and will be with me a few days hence) 
ſhould I then chooſe Hell hefore Heaven ? 
ſhould I fay then, God damn me, Lord 
reje:t my ſoul for evermore; or this ra- 
ther, Lord Jeſus receive my. ſpirit, Lord 
take me to thy ſelf in glory ? would I then 
fay, Lord never let me ſhare in thy mercy, 


 orLord have mercy upon me; Lord let 


me be a companion for the Devil and his 
Angels, in regions of darkneſs and devouring 
burnings to all eternity; or, Lord let me enter 


into the new Feruſalem, the City of the liv-. 
K - 


mg 


© 736, 


| The Condluſon., 
ing God, the Church of the firſt-born, to the | 


communion of Saints, and. the ſpirits of juſt” 


amen made pe: Febf ? Which of theſe ſtates' 
would you then chooſe ? _ pang 

8,3: Why (< ner).the former of theſe. 
is that Which you... choeſe © now, who. 
chooſe the ways of fin, . and ſervice 'of Sa-” 


| tan. Yon ehgoſe wrath and damnation,” 


the,.company 'of Devils, ' excluſion from 
Heaven'the place of bliſs, and the fulleſt, 


the furtheſt ſeparation aud diſtance from 


God, the chief good, and, center of' all. 
happineſs. And is this the choyce you' will. 
make inthe end, when you come to dye ?. 
No, Godforbid : then refle&t and conſider 
a little, and be not raſh but ſerious, I 

beſeech 'you, in theſe great things. _If 
Heaven be. better than Hell, life tweeter . 
than death, if glory be more defirable 

upon a dying bed _ than' miſery, and- 
mercy than wrath ; why ſhould not the- 
way to niercy and plory, .be better than 
the way .to deſtruction; the way to life 


more pleaſant to you, than' the way' to 


death? Why ſhould: you not chooſe. the 

way of Religion and holineſs now, and en- 

ter upon it preſently, this day before the 

next, ſince, you are convinced you muſt 

come into this way before you dye, or you - 

can neyer: be ſaved ? And fince you pur- ' 
5 | p ole 


The C ancluſ 7on. 


poſe it hereafier, and talk 0 % 
and holineſs hereafter, why ha u any 
ſach thoughts or;.purpoſes at all, Wn that 

ou are conyinced ' tis the way to Heaven, 
Ind that you ſhall cliooſe the end of this 
way, when death comes ? And why ſhould 
you nat refuſe,ſhun, hate and avoid the way 
of fin now, when you are convinced jn 
your. conſciences, you ſhall be: loath to 


repentance 


receive the fruit and end of that Ways -when. 


you come to leaye the world ? Certainly 
wicked men have no.reafon on their ſide. 


| The Apoſtle faith, . Great 5s the myſtery of 


gpdbinep ; truly I may invert his words, and 
ay, Great is the myſtery of wickedneſs. 
For 1 can ſee no realoy, . nor do think any 
man. upon {erious chaughts can render an 
LI or folid reaſon, why he ſhould chooſe 

e way of the wicked, rather than the 
wa of the' upright,; tg follow the Devil 
*gyo than- Chriſt,: and «to walk in the 
paths of fin, rather than the way of Reli- 
gion. Only. men will do it, fo they are ſinful 
and wicked, and will be for ever miſera- 
ble and wretched, becauſe they will, ful- 


filling,, that of the . PProphet,; rheir deftrn-. 
tion 15-0 themſelves,” tis ale deſtruction, 


ris cho! 'en damnation. 


Y 4: Therefore, young men (for whoſe 
; lake 


%. 
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y I. undertook this little 


fake print 
work) take.tor a cloſe that of 1 
Tfa. 3. 10, Say unto the 4g hteous tt ſhall be well with 


oe unto the wicked, it ſhall.be ill with him, 
or the reward of his hands (ball be given him. 


truth of it. There are but two wayes 
wherein alt the men in the world are tra- 


Righteonfneſs: But two Leaders whom 
they all follow, Chrift or the Devil: But 
two places. whither they all tend, Heaven 
or Hell. And know, thisdireCtion and ex- 


ed to you. by his unworthy ſervant : and 


and if fo, the time is coming and will 
come , when he will: deny you. And 


Jer.44-16, as thoſe wicked ones to the Prophet Fere- 
17- miah,, As for the word which thou haſt  ſpokere 
to 8 in the Name. of the Lord, we will not 
hearken to it ; We will not forſake our ſins, 


bound to ſuchcircumſpeftion and holineſs, 
as his followers are, and as his Word re- 
Jer18.12. quires; | But we mill do whatſoever pro- 
| ceedeth 


ra cloſe that of the Propher z 
ES himsfor t o Lives cat the fruvt of #heir doings ; 


And fit dowtrand confider it, til you have 
| brought your hearts to a firm belief of the. 


velling,. the way of Sin and. the way, of 


hortation is from the Lord, though hand- . | 


if you deny me, you therein deny him z 


dare any of youdeny the Lord ? and fay 


WITT AYGDS  AAn0OAwGwumnmceimwuo.ccg acces} c.civcaAÞc- 


we will not follow Chtiſt, nor be tyed:and 


- gination of bis own evil 


. The Concluſivm. 


ceedeth out of our own mouth, do our own 
devices, and. walk. every one after the ima- 

heart ? And are you 
content and willing God ſhoald take you at 
your words, arid for ever give you over to 
your own hearts Iufts, to walk in your 
own wayesand after your own countels ? 
Are -=_ willing from henceforth to give 
up all your hapes in Chriſt, your hope of 
Heaven, your hape of Life, Salvation and 
eternal glory, and to be damned for ever 
in another world ? why. this is the choyce 
you are put to, either ta live an holy life, 
or to be for ever miſerable after ! Hors 
either to ſubmit to the Yoak of Chriſt, or 


never to receive benefit by the Croſs of 


Chriſt ; to kiſs the Scepter of his Mercy, 
or fall by the ſword of his Juſtice; either 
to follow him in his Kingdom of Grace, or 
to be eternally excluded his Kingdom of 
Glory. There is no other way, but theſe 
two: One of theſe you . muſt chooſe, 
The ſummie of all is, you muſt repent or 
periſh ; and follow after Holineſs, or never 
ſee the Lord: Religion is the only way 
God hath made to Heaven, and if you ne- 


ver walk in the way, you can never come 


thither. And aſſure your ſelves, I can 


| haveno otherend or intereſt to aim ar, in 


taking 


The Concluſion. 


taking any pains to perſwade you :to be 
- good, and tobe fincere-. follgwers of our 
Ford Jeſus Chriſt, but this,” His glory and 
your falvation ; which to aim at is doubtleſs 
your Intereſt, as 'miuch as mine.; and ifall 
that I have written cannot convince , you 
'tis fo, 'tis but a few days more, and Death 


and Judgment ſhall. 
, Gloria 'Trinumi. Deg © 


ſme Fine. 


gv4 


Wn > 2 


| Of ore & SSN: | 
: Young Man's Monitor : 


OR, A 
POETICAL PARAPHRASE 
Upon the XIIth Chapter of c : 


ECCLESIASTES. 
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"The PrEFacE. 


Ecclef. XII. 1. ; 


Remember now thy Creator-in the dayes of thy youth, while 
the evil dayes come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou ſhalt ſay, T have nopleaſure in them. 


7 Oung man, remember in thy youthfull age 
.4 Thy Great Creator, and betimes ingage 
Thy Soul and body*both, with all thy might 
To do him Service, e're the ſable night 
Of frighttull death approach ; or evil day 
Of old decrepid ap*, wherein you'l ſay, < | 
Ire 


e Young Mans Monitor : Or, 
There 1s no pleaſure, nor a will to work ; 
Yourh!'s ſloth ſtill in thy aged bones doth lurk. 
Wherefore before thy halting age-doth come, 
Before thy Spirits ſuffer ome, 

Thy joynts are feeble, and thy heart is faint, 
And killing evils do thy.body taint ; 

Before thy wit, thy health and ſtrength decayes, 
Give God the prime and flower of thy dayes. 


VERSE II. 


While the Sun, or the Light, or the Moon, or_ the. Stars 
be not darkyed, or the clouds return after the rain. 


Peuvrc the Sun and Moon withdraw their ſight 4 : 


And Stars be dark'ned by an aged night ; 
Thine eye-lids drop down briniſh tears-amain, 
Like dripping Clouds returning after rain 


PARAPHRASE. 


T,*Re wrinkled age, and Palctieſs doth diſgrace 
Y_, The Sereneluſtre of thy youthful face ; 
Thy comely cheeks do loſe their Roſy hew, 
And heatand vigour bid thy hps adicu; 
Before thine eyes grow dark and dim, and: doe 
Like Stars by day, art laſt extinguiſh x00. _ 

Or underſtand it thus, -——-betore the | S147 
Quite through thy yourhfull Zodiack hath run: 
Or if notthen, yet while the Light dorh aſt, 
While yet thy ſtronger Manhood is not paſt. . 
Or if not then, before the Moor 15 gone, 

Thy Manhood and'thine Elder years are done 
At leaſt, ar laſt while 'Mid night Stars do ſhite, 
Before thy dotage miſeries combine, | ” 

tke 


#41 


A Paraphraſe on Eccleſ. XII. 
Like Clouds, and threaten ſorrowsin a ſhow'r, 
Even ſuch a may diflolve thee every hour, 


— — — - => 
Remember thy Creatour. - 


VERSE TIL 


$ the day when the Keepers of the houſe ſhall tremble, 
and the ftrong men ſhall bow — and the grind- 
ers ceaſe becauſe they arefew, and thoſe that look out 
of the windows be darkened. * 

Efore the day approach, when thoſe that keep 

B Thy clayie cottage tumble ; thoſe that. peep 
orth of the windows, do in haſt retreat : 

Thy ſtrong met bow, and grinders ceaſe to eat. 

PARAPHRSE. 


T”= wiſe-man means, before thy hands and arms 


Thar kept thy body({{call'd an houſe)from harms || 2 Cor. 54 


Shall ceaſe their work, and (through thine abuſe) 1+ 
Shall by an Aged pally loſe their ufe 3. 


; Thoſe wary watchmen, that did always ſtand 


And keep 4 Centinel at th co pany 
Undaunted were, and ready to endure- 
The fierceſt Onſets, thereby to ſecure. 
Their head and hody 3. now alas they- faint, 
Baſe cowardyſe doth now their courage taint. 
Thoſe painfull Lahourers, whoſe daily rask 
Was to admimiter what thou did'ſt ak, 
Did at pron and after feed thee. roo, 
(As careful Nurſes for their nurſlings doe ) * 
Now ſtand in need of others to diſpence 
Conyenent dier, for their Suſtinence : 

Their * 


—of 5 R 
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The Toung Mans Monitor Or, 
Their former work they cannot'riow ingage, * 
But trembling ftand through | forplencs and age. 
Thy Legs and Thighs, thoſe men'of ſtrength to run, . 
Now bow theinſelyes, and crytheirRace1s done.” ' 


Time was, the mmbly poſted: theeabout,* *' 47 29m 
Thar thou m1 zolvſt find find Aindvowd myventzons out 5 © . 
When th Ja ſwiftly trace the ways of fin, - ++ ati r : 5 
And nous to th*.houſſe of Gol &- ſwift haye been, - 


If thou had'ſtput them to 't,. but now, alas! + . - FY | 


Weakneſs is where their Youthfull:vigour wass:!! 


Their ſtrength is gone, and they are'tyred- ſo ++»: + = 


With running heretofore, . they; ſcarce can go. +: 
Thy uſefull Grinders that were once compleat, - » 
Now fail and cannor maiſticate their meat. -- 


Thine Zyzs, thoſe window-peepers;:that <1d- fore: I ;- 


Like brighter Stars within their Ocbs below: 7+ \ 
Like waſted Tapers loſe their light,and. blink, - co. 
And back into their hollow Sockets: ſink. ++; - ++ 1: ttt 
The Wiſemans counſell is therefore,that you 
Before theſe evils come, Remember now 
Thy Great Creator : 


VERSE IV. —_— » 
And the doors: ſhall be ſhut in "th fie, hin the. 
Sond of the grinding is low, ſl hz ſhall-Tife up a 
the voyce of the bird, and all” the” daughters of mh ck 
my be brought low. F TT OS y_ 
-- Erethe doors be: ws. Bo | 
And to the Grinding Sound an end be. pur ; * CTEEDES 
Before the Bird ſhall raiſe thee by. her. yoyce, -. _- > - 
Andall the Danghters ceal(e their A ARE noile.._..:, 


ITT s 


i PARAPHRASE. 
Urry 'Ome litrally by Doors doe anderſtand . 


/ ©. | iO Thoſeof the houſe wherein he liverh, and 
+5 | By which he ran (whenyoung) into the ſtreer 
Hs Friends and his Aﬀociates to meet : 
And by which Doors, his Friends reſorted thither 
To laugh and:quaffe, .and paſs the time together. 
Bur now thoſe doors are ſhut, and privacy 
Old age likes better than their company. 
Or by theſe Doors, we underſtand the Ear 
Which now is ſhut, 1s deaf, and cannot, hear : 

y Theſe are the Doors, by which you do receive 

» | The ſweet inſtruQtions that your Teachers give ; 
V-. | Allcounſel good and evil, 1s conveyd 
12: | By theſe unto the Soul, by which ſhe's ſway'd 
To this or that - Oopen then the door 
To Wiſdbm!'s ſaving counſel now, before 

þ Old age hath clos'd it, and thou then begin 
2h To call advice, when none can enter in. 
e Perhaps the Wiſeman dorh by Doors, intend 
The Mouth and Noſe, and whatſoe're doth ſend 
j, | Aidro the Intrails; and by Streets he may 
4+ | The Pipes and Veins, and Arteries diſplay, 
c þ- {| Which tveld ape grow faint, and filthy too, 
+. | And ceaſe their former Otfices to doe. 

The Valves are clos'd, the tyred blood now ſtops 
Within it's veins, and circulates by drops : : 
The Doors are off the hinges, and *ris hard 
.**” | To open them, - that ruſting age hath barr'd. 

# ©. | Before this be thy caſe, ſtirr up thy ſtrength 

4; - | And ſer to work for Heav'n, thar art length, 

:* | Whenfrom this houſe of Clay thy Soul muſt pur, 
i; | Thou maiſt not find the Door of Heay'n ſhur. 
| | L Befor® 


A Paraphraſe on Eccleſ., XII x45 


T3O 


| Before ſuch-noiſe; as you Here wont to 


Fer. 6.29. 


' Thy ſelfto hear them now, which heretofore 


The Towng' Mans Monitor" Or, 


| Beforethy mouth, which now doth grind and crump 
It's food withnoile, 1t's. fc | 


oM doth leftly mump. 
car, 

At midnight wake and Startle you with fear : 

The Birds ſweet voyce, Which 'yon were wont to laye 

Is harſh, and now to paſſion doth you move, 

Not only Thunder, or the noiſe of Drums, 

Beating and ratling in your ſleeping rooms, © + 

Diſturb your reſt 3 ------- but at the ſialleſt din 

You are awak'ned and muſt riſe agin.' '* + +. 

A Cock may'nt crow; or little Chicken peep ; 

Alas, Old age muſt ask them leave to ſleep; - 

Before the Daughters Muficþ ſhall be turn'd 

To Low and harſher Notes ; the bellowes burn'd | 

That fed the Organs 3 or before thy Lungs, a 

Thoſe bags of breath do fail thee, and thy tongue, .* 

Time-keeper tothe reſt, ſhall falrer 'quite B 

Thy pipesare hoarſe, and do ſo creak, 't world fright 


Melodiouſly could fing, and: chaunr and - roar, ' , 
Keep.time and tune too, and riſe and-fall,” 
Obſerve their ſtops, and quaver it withall : 

Could play ſo ſweetly, that they'd often move 
And raviſh ſuch as do wind-mufick love.” 
But now theſe Daughters bid their mirth good nighr, | 
Their Myſ7c&'s ſuch, as cannor now delight; - .. * 
They now afford .( although they ſtrain for't too) 
No better mufick than Groat Fiddles do: + 

Or if you pleaſe ( which yet 1s more fortorn ) 
No better ſound than doth a Gelders horn : 
Therefore before thy Pleaſant dayes are gone, 
Young man ! thy Great Creator think upon. 


S Rem in- 


| Log] 


Ve 


It, 


' Locking for help, - but hath not ſtrength to riſe. 
| L 2 


6 Foodie ag 400 mah 
”" Rethrinber thy Creator, Ge; 
YARSE: Wr$ rr, 


Alſo when they ſpall bt afraid of that: which is high, 
and feavs (hull pin the -way, andthe Almona-tree 
ſhall flouriſh, and the Graſhopper ſhall be 4 burden, andl 
deſire ſhall' fall 3 becduſe man goeth to his long home, 

| and the /mournns'go about the ſtreets. '} © 


And cadlttefs fears now in thy way do lyez 
Before the blooming of the Almond tree, 
And thE Graſhopper ſhall a birdenbe,” 
Before defire fail ; becauſe man muſt 
To ms long homie; rhar 1s, rerurn to duſt ; 
The Mourners fill the ſtreets with hideous cryes, 
And make them ecchs their ſad Elegyes. 


Rix thou beafraitl of whar is high, 


PARAPHRASE, 


Pa thy Health and Strength are ſo far ſpent, 


That thou'ſhalt tremble at tlie leaſt aſcent. 
Time was, you- could have over mountains run, 
Climb pyramids, -as if you'd ferch the San 
From his Celeſtial Orb ; br. meant to: trace 
Some other Planet 1n his mmble race : 
But now *tis otherwiſe ; you ſtoop and bow, 
Creep on all four, looking down below 3 
And if but one of all the four do ſtumble, 
You tot'ring ſtand, and in a moment tumble, 
And when thy cratie body's down, it lyes 


Hence 


\ 
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The: Young Mans Meer %, 


Hence —_— ſmalleſt ſftone,'or ſtraw, or xc: J 

'Thar's in thy way,.;thy-way: pa ade 

The Almond Trie doth-: flouriſh, Deen, 

Thick on thy head,as- bloſſoms da onjr.; }. . 

Thoſe Church-yard flowers make y head as white, 

As Mother Earth is 10 a ſnowy night. 

The Graſhopper, the lighteſt b rires 

Thy old d crafie bones : ---—- All thy Te » Rs 
_ — pleaſure fail ; .che Movwrners meet | 

D—_ grin e doth tell them, thar the Grave 

Hath ic ode opt alrenily;! and muſt ha Jlave's 6 

The other ſhortly ; -——-one ſtep more and'then 'T 

No tears or 'groans can call Ne eps (114 OL 


= 


"Slit 


RY FX _ TY "—— 


— 


Remember thy Creator, &c. 
VERSE VL 


Ox ever the. Silver Cord. bs looſed 5. or the Golden. bowl be 
broken, or the Pitcher be broken at th: Fountain, or 
the Wheel broken at the Ciſtern. 


Ra the Cord of Silver loſe its ſtrength, 
The Bowl of Gold be broken, or at length 
The Pitcher from the Fountain broken go, 

"Or Wheel be broken attheCiſtern too. 


P A RAPHRASE. 
BARE the Pith or Marrow of thy back, 
Thar heretofore could bend, and yet not crack, 
Could burdens bear, and ne're complain or winch, 


Before 


| Be weakand looſed with an aged wrinch. 


ms #aY?Y *©*» 


AGE BID Dons - * FA A PA LE eee nam, >. 4 


4. % 


.#'P apaphyaſe on'Eccleſ. XI. 


4 Before tHe Þ Priivviridii of thy brain, WW 
6 te & ſhitter'd thou' turn child' again, li 
uw While yet the Vents and" Veſſels do impart if 
7 The Se to tr the Fore of thine Heart. EP h 
3 ( j 
NERSE vis. | 
| 
Ly Then ſhalt the FP retary to the Earth, and the Spirit i 
ſhall ho to God who giipe it- f 
; Frans y Spirir takes it's flight [ 
God;-and bids thy body now good mehr; — «| 
? day's ended; pow thou muſt return  _ bi 


A A lump of Aſhes to thy laſting Urn. | { 


—_—_— - 
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_ VERSE... V-LLE 
Vantty of vanities (ſaith the Preacher ) all is vanity. - 


Hus thou haſt (Reader) in aruſtick-ſtrain 
The wiſfemans counſel. What doth yer remain, 

Are ſtrong and well fram'd Arguments to prove 
His counf(el {eafonable, 'and to moye; | 
Thee to the practice of it; + One doth lye-. 
In the cighth verſe, that all is Vanity. 

* Ectle ol This was the Preachers text when he * began, 

"+45 And now he hath quite through his ſubje& ran, 
| | He re-afſerts and doth with vigour cry, 
Ver.'8. Sirs(T haveprov'd it ) All Vanity. 

| Riches and Honours, and whate're the world 
Afﬀords, copay into nothing hurl'd. 
Tr-pontps and pleafures; ſerifitrtaetiphr, 
Like Vanity do vamiſh, when the night 
Of death approacheth ; or thE evil Time 
Of aged darkneſs clouds thy yourhful prime. 
Nor doth the wiſeman ſpeak at random, hee 
Had paid for counſel, e're he counſel'd thee. 

Ver.9, +Hefoughtit out andafter dgth diſpenſe 

This ſpirital phyſick on'experience. 

By Phyſick rules his Phyfick 1s the beſt, 

It hath affix'd a true probatum eft 3 

And that's enough. ---For though he could haye writ 

No doubt whole Volumes on this SubjeR,yet , 

He gives the reaſon why he doth forbear, 


Ver. 12: *Cauſe multitude of Books a burden are : 


| 


— ——— —  — — — 


4 Parnphyaſe on Fiecleſ. X 
A burderruntohim to write, to you 


O #teyna Veritas, 
e& ugra Ciharitas, 
In, & chars Aternitas, 
7} ds Dexns mUu$+ 
- +4 te ſpine dit & node / | 


FETS Soh Deo Gloria | 


| © Sine FINE. 


IL 


 Toreada burden; .------ Wherefore Toung Man, NOW. 
Take all in brief 3 thy Maker, that's above, 
Fear, hotiour; his CEanandags keep and love, 
The Motive to inforc't, is this-in Summe, 
Thar thou me dye and unto Pudgment come. 
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la ain nd pebablh Dialogue 
* Wha a Sinner and Time. 


Wea | 
JN / * \Somer. 
_ | Fine be bald, vpertiaps he is not dumb / 
"ſt thou'bur ſtop, Old Time, I would have 
abour thy Perſon, and thy Glaſs, (ſome 
Te anc FForetor =—— Pray ore thou paks, 
; Fe biit JeavVe4 in a few'words, to 
Y = 5 ſE. know'ſt wha «an —_ 


, Nh what 0 "Y Fl wer asT walk 3 
: rt I ne're did, nor now can ſtand to talk. 


2 he Foe | 
| Why art thou bald Old Man? what haſt thou wore 
Al off with: | 2ge, except thar lock before? FN 
: OY Tune 
| 1&6 gliphick. ah doth reach 
BID. in yam it $10 reach 
or hin him g "that you mnſt meet 
Himcas he cdinss, if vl you cannot greet. 
Youtr'Go $.1 be confiſcate, Money lent 
* ters, Houſes burnt, Eſtates quite fpent; 
y.umbrace a ſtigking Dunghil, then, 
3 pi orice did; d; recover all agen. , 
ut men or Angels cannox orice repay 
[0 ”_ the Joſs of one —_" Week or -Day 


4 4 
ja &e: —E 


A Dralogue between 
- Norcan'one minute paſt e're be recall'd';- | 
And that's the meaning of my being bald. | 


| Sinner. OY -- 2 Y 
But why do Eagles-wings adora thy Glaſs? | | 
To manifeſt how ſuddainly we pals. , - pe | 


From birth to death? Or do they reyreſent. 
Our Swifter flight from hence, the — | 
#4 O 
T ith ' EAT T 
Yes, 'tis a lively Embleny that doth ſhow tr oA A 
How wy mans few ns we do: 7: -Þ-; M 
E:c:l, 2.2, Not go, but run; run, s to0{low, they tiye nt | Be 
ages of Well > burns rn, chatk eo on, cey b50 3 W 
And to be born there 1s, bur mentions none, 1 :. 
For life ; ere he could write 1t, that was gone. - 1-/ M 
When Hrekiahy s Sun, and Moon 'tis ſaid, oth Bi 
( And as ſome think ) his.Stars were retrograde | | Sc 
Full ten degrees3 and Foſhua's Sun-did ſtand | T 
Still in the Heavens 3 ſtill the nimble ſand . af | od 
Of flying Time continued running ——-They | [- 
Who lived then, could not for that long day | B 
Reckon themſdivesone day, or hour younger, | 
Nor did it make their lives one minute longer : Bo 
Bur as the Glaſs continues running ill b-£: 
Thelaſt fand drops ;'ſo pafſeth Time, and will BS. 
Not ſtep one minute.back for high.or low z b -: A 
The Glaſs once run, ready or nor, you go, | 
Where Time ſhall be no more ;. but ſwallowed be | 
Up in the Ocean of RPO "TN | 
Thus, miſerable man, you decliza; ” 
why I this Glaſs do carry,in my hand 3 | 
And though no Looking-glafs,yer maiſt thou lee 
By 1t, how ſhort CO! finfull dayes may be.- g 


Sinnere 


ul Po 4 WIE 04. i ic HF C2. AAR > be a 4. 
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| 


> "OJRY/6N d and Time. 
vp BpR 43:1) 10537. , 7 : SORE 
aig Fours 17 57 blo ti Og 
Whit means thy crooked ſweeying Sythe ? haſt thou 
Taken the' field of the whole world to mowe 2 
E ” oo DO-"Fome: F ; 
Ret Tf; RT Ba 306 +6 Es bob 
Yes that] hive, and will not. ler a Spire: 
Of with'ring graſs live, grow one Cubit lugher. 


Than 1s appemnted by the-God of Heav'n, 
Ar whoſe commanding word 1 lay all ev'n, 


My Sythe.$;keen; gud t/a parriall roo, 


For I nereftrike,-yptwtlmy-God faith; do 
Cedars and/Shrabs;Rigb; Poor, Good, Bad, do fall 
When chew Times cams:c*-+ Tis I devour all. 


More precious trees ſtand longer, till they're ripe 


Bur fruitleſs Cumber-grounds1 often wipe 
Sooner away, at his command, who fay's 


The wicked ſhall agutliye-ovs tralf-rheiy dayes. © * Pſ2}.e5.23] 


And though a long-rame; Lhave pickrand choſe, - © 


And itill do fo, yer.all tpuft w'the'dofe; -- | 
Be hewed dowyn..+;-— Some ſhall tranſplanted be 
Into the heavinly; Cenddy, every tree 
Thar here 3s. frpy&} ---—Qthers that have bin 

( Like the wild Ole): Fruitfull only in / : 
The works of darkneks,; ſhall be hewed down, 


And into cyerlaſhng;fire- thrown; | i: 
IES-Y 18 : 0290; 
Once more,ati#I haye done; fain would Iknow, 
Wh 16 ha { 5 OOTY 9 >eA « ? » : 
hatis the realpti Thy do'l} Naked go2. ..... 


. Math, Zo 
IOe * 


Time . 


In ſhort, ir is to put allen in-mind, 
The Time is coming they muſt leaye behind 


= —O— —  _—_ —— 


, 3 SIP 


= &4$:6 A Dialogwe Vetween 
Fob x. 21; All worldly pomp, and & they naked come 
fo Into the Pm returnas =d home. 
4 Riches nor Honours, Robes ror-ought *they have: '- $1 


Shall deſcend after them-intocheir grave.) 


Bur that's not all: ED ſhow's. OT 
Mark 4.22 The Timeis coming, .w diflaſe!: ::::4 


All ſecrers, that lye hid, and naked-lay';-- 
Roy. 2-16. The hearts of all menat the Judgmear days + ©. i 


Sanntrs 


And yet once more ( old Time) wiltthou declare 
To me my future daies; on mares Tun 
11. 20.4, How many are to come 5 how many 
TY axe That T my know how long my life ſhall lat ? 


Time 


No, I may notz God hath determin'd none 
Shall know how long their lives are 3 nor how ſoon 
Death-may o'retake them, that they alwayes may 
Be making of proviſion for that day. 
And one-would think Vncert ainty-ſhould. make 
The Sinners fleſh to tremble, heart toake 3 
To fly mad mirth, all fin, and ll be doing 
| Something for Heay'n, who er'ry hour's go! 
=o wr and py t — ought heiknow"s 
' Lab.12.20. T may end his joys, begin his woes. 
| : To nie_s all, there 5,aLarin Verſe 
Or two, which now & only Thall reherſe 
(Tis to the ſe, and a ſerious qne } 
'Tleleav't with you to Engliſh, and have done. 


Fleres fs ſcires unum tua tempora menſem, 
Rides, cum non fit forſitan una dies 7 


Engliſhia, 


eo - 


| Fthow ad) MS 


= One month ad then 
" | Tho uldſt paſs that wionth inSorrow: 
' | Anddoſtth by cap york 


8F | in hy a. A | 


ODE 


lare 


Godgrant I then-may tmmber So 
My dayes, which yet remain, 


/-1- Thar whenſoere Death calls to go, | 


Tas 9k. a Amine 


In illo die, O Jeſu, 


_ efto mihi Jeſw. 
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Books printed for, and tve t6 be ſold 'by This; 


Parkhurſt, ar the Bible ad Three'Crowns | 


7 Cheapſide.. > m_ £9 om by LF, "4 = Pgt Fade ®; 
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Ermons on the whole-BpiſYe -0 Sts--Part to rhe 


I Coloſſians 3 by M. . Dailbe;;Aranlated into Enge- 


Iſh by Z. S. with Dr. Tho. Goorlwin's, and Dr. 
F. Owen's Epiſtles Recommendatory. - + 7 

An Expoſition of Ghrift's Temptation vn Matth.g. 
and Peter's Sermon to - Cornelis 3 and Citumipet 
Walking ;:by'Dr. The, Fayorw: + vt * 

A pra&ical Expoſition. on' the” 3d Chap. of the 
x Epiſtle of St, Paul to the Corinthians, with the 
Godly Man's choice, on Pſa, 4.6, 7, 8. by Anthony Bur- 
An Expofition on four:ſele& Palms, viz. 

The fourth Pſalm in etpht © 

The forty ſecond Pialm in ten 

The fifty firſt Pſalmin twenty 

The fixty third Pſalm in ſeven 

_ An Analytical Expoſition of Gerzffs, and of 

23 Chapters of Exodus 3” by GT. Hughes, D. D. 


Sermons, » 


Books. 49 
Preſent State of Nzw England. | 
The Door of Salvation opened by the Key of 
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Books ſold by Tho. Parkhurft. 
he utteredin tern Commandments : Alſo an Expo- 
ſition on the. Lord's Prayer: by Edward Efton, 


B-"D. ' # 1M 

"The Fiery Jeſuit, Ir Hiſtorical" Colle&ions of the 
riſe, encreaſe, Do&1n1es and Deeds of the Jeſuits. 

- Hovologibgraphia optica , Dyalling, univerſal. and 


| particular,  ſpecuative and - practical; together 


with a deſcriptiyn-of the Court- of Arts, by a new 
Method ; by J{uanus Morgan + | "97 

The Prachal Divinity of the Papiſts diſcovered 
to be deſtrutive to true Religion, and mens Souls ; 
by 7. Clarkon. : : | 

The Creatures goodneſs as they came out of 
God's hand, and the good mans mercy to the brute 
creatures : in two Sermons 3 by Tho. Hodges. B. D. 

Certain Conſiderations rending to | promote 


| Peace ahd Unity amongſt Proteſtants. 


Mzcdiocria, or the moſt plain and natural appre- . 
henſions wheh the Scripture offers concerting: the 
great Dodtrines of the Chriftian Religion 3 of Ele&ti- 
on, Redemprion, the Covenant, the Law and- Goſ- 
pel, and Perfe&ion. | 

The Saints triumph over the laſt enemy, in a 
Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Fames Faneway ; by 
Nath, V incent. | | 

The Vanity of Man in his beſt " eſtate, in a 
diſcourſe on Pſal. 39. 5. at the Funeral of the 
Lady Suſanna Keates by Rich. Kidder, M. 'A. 

Peaceable Diſquiſitions, by Fo." Humphreys. -. 

55 Sermons of Providence ; by Foh.Collings. DD. 

Sermons concerning Grace and Temptation 5 by 
Tho. Froyſell. rfi;nde | = \71f 94 

The Morning Le&ure againſt Popery, or the- 
Princtpal Errours of the Church ' of *' Rome 
detected and confured m a Morning Leanre ; 
preached by ſeveral Minifters -of the Goſpel in 
or near London Four 
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Four uſefull diſcourſes: (7) The Art of "im- 
. proving. a: full and proſperous condition for the 
glory of God; being au 2yperidix to the Art 
of Contenment 1n three t&*rmons, on Phil. 
4- . 12. (2) Chriſtian Soon, on 1 Sam. 
3. 18. (3) Chriſt a Chriſtiat, life and death 
15 gain. on, Phil. T. 21. (4) TheGoſpel gf Peace 
ſent to the ſons of Peace, in fix Sermons, -on' Lye 
| TO. 5, 6. by Fer. Burroughs. | | 
Dr. Wilas Letter of Thanks and Pons. | 
- 'A-new Copy-Book of all ſorts of uſefill hands. 
.The Saints priledg by dyittp 3 by Nx, Scot. 
\ © The Vertyous Daughter, ' a Funeral. Sermon 3 
by Mr. Brien. = 7 1: 
The Miracle of Miracles, or Chriſt in our Na- 
ture; by Dr. Rich. Sibs. OE . 
| The unity and effſence of the Catholick Church 
_ viſible; by Mr. Hudſon, - : : 
 - *Giewof Antiquity 3 by Mr. Fo. Hanmer. ; 
- Theiptercourſe of Divine Love berween Chriſt 
and the Church ; or the particular Believing ſoul ; 
In ſeveral Leures on the whole ſecond Chap. of 
Cant. by. Fobn Collins, 'D. D. | 


' Large Ofav0. 
- Heart-Treaſurez or 4 Treatiſe tending to fill 
and furniſh the head and heart oo y Chriſtan 
with Soul-enriching treaſure of truths, graces, 
iences, and comforts. 
fare mercies of David; or a ſecond part 

of Heart-Treaſuce. | 
| punt a Chriſtians duty. All three by 
O. Heyword. | | 

Heaven or Hell here in a good or bad Conſcience 3 
by Nath. V incent. 


